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Analysis: Lebanon's May elections
In limbo despite Hezbollah's decline

By Dalal Saoud

Lebanon's parliamentary
elections, scheduled for
May and widely seen as a
new test for the country's
main political players,
remain in limbo amid
uncertainty over whether
they will be held on time
or postponed - and whether
they will bring about any
meaningful change.

While it will be the first
election  since  Iran-
backed Hezbollah was
significantly  weakened
during the recent war with
Israel, it is unlikely to
alter the current balance
of power.

Officially, Lebanon says
it is ready to proceed on
schedule. Most political
parties have publicly
committed to the vote,
with the number of
declared candidates
for the 128-member
parliament rising to 44 as
of last Friday.

However, as with many
other issues in the
country, Lebanese are
divided over the electoral
law and  proposed
changes concerning
expatriate voting and the
establishment of mega-
centers allowing voters to
cast ballots outside their
home districts.
Parliament Speaker Nabih
Berri, Hezbollah's main
ally and leader of the
Shiite. Amal Movement,
has refused to bring the
proposed  amendments
put forward by his and
Hezbollah's political
opponents to a vote.

The current law is largely
inapplicable and requires
one or two amendments
- specifically, whether
to allow or bar Lebanese
expatriates from voting
in embassies abroad for
all 128 parliamentary
candidates instead of just
six - before it can be fully
implemented, according
to elections expert Nazih
Darwish.

"In any case, it would

require a parliamentary
vote and cannot
be implemented
automatically,” Darwish
told UPI.

The dispute over diaspora
voting essentially
revolves around equal
political rights and the
strategic calculations of
political parties aiming to
protect or increase their
leverage.

Delaying the elections
by a few months or
postponing them for one
or two years has emerged
as a likely scenario,
with each party trying to
safeguard or extend its
power.

At the heart of the matter
is Hezbollah's reduced
influence, both militarily
and politically.

If the delay is purely
technical - such as
moving the elections
from May to July - it
would not significantly
affect the outcome, with
one key exception: More
members of the diaspora
could participate, as
many spend the summer
in Lebanon, according to
Karim Bitar, a lecturer at
Saint Joseph University
of Beirut and Sciences Po
Paris.

Hezbollah, Bitar said,
arguesthatdiasporavoting
could tilt the balance
against it, as it cannot
campaign effectively
in many European and
Western countries, where
it is designated a terrorist
organization and large
Lebanese expatriate
communities reside.
"Hezbollah remains a
significant force. Even
though it was severely
weakened militarily,
strong  support  for
Amal and Hezbollah
persists among their
constituencies,"” Bitar
told UPI. "Supporters feel
they must stick together
and continue voting for
the two parties to prevent
rivals from exploiting
their political and military

setbacks."

Although  many  of
Hezbollah's  supporters
acknowledge that the

group was defeated in the
war and should admit it,
they still pledged to vote
for its candidates.

"That's because no serious
political alternatives
have emerged so far
for  Lebanon's  Shiite
community,” David
Wood, a senior Lebanon
analystat the International
Crisis Group, told UPI.
The challenge is that
while Hezbollah retains
significant backing, not
all Shiites in Lebanon
support the group, and the
existing Shiite opposition
lacks a popular base and
relies on backing from
other groups.

Darwish argued that the
balance of power in the
country would remain
unchanged as long as
Hezbollah - which might
lose at most two seats if
the elections proceed as
scheduled - is not fully
disarmed.

"That could change
if Hezbollah were to
relinquish its weapons
completely, but not before
four to five years, when a
genuine Shiite opposition
is likely to emerge and
succeed in convincing the
Shiite base," he said.
Postponing the elections
would thus benefit the
country's main parties:
Hezbollahwould maintain
its current parliamentary
representation, while its
opponents could wait for
regional  developments
to shift further against
Hezbollah and hasten its
full disarmament.

"So, the logic would
be that a postponement
would  actually  suit
Hezbollah's  opponents,
because the  group's
situation - both inside
Lebanon and in the region
- will only get weaker."
Wood noted.

What could accelerate
the process is either the
conflict  between the
United States and Iran -
Hezbollah's patron - or
a deal affecting Iran's
proxies and regional role.
Other political parties,
notably the Christian
Lebanese  Forces -
Hezbollah's main rival

- were gearing up for the

elections.

Jade Dimien, the
Lebanese Forces deputy
secretary-general in

charge of elections, said
the vote could bring
change, provided the
Lebanese people want it
and are ready to make it
happen.

Dimien said this year's
general elections would
be shaped by major
events of the past
three years, including
the Israel-Hezbollah
war, the election of
a new president, the
government's firm
stance on Hezbollah's
disarmament and the
fall of Syrian President
Bashar Assad's regime.
"There will be some big
changes, but whether they
will cause a major shift
in the balance of power
now, | don't know," he
told UPI, noting the
accelerated developments
in the region and fearing
"compromises” at the
expense of Lebanon.
Separately, campaign
financing emerges as
another major challenge,
with some parties favoring
wealthy businessmen
who can fund their own
campaigns amid limited
foreign funding.

While not new in
Lebanese parliamentary
elections, especially

after the 1975-90 civil
war, such financing has
become increasingly
visible today, fueled
by the 2019 financial
collapse.

"Foreign funding has
been reduced... even Iran
might not be willing under
its current conditions to
spend as much money
supporting  Hezbollah,"
Bitar said.

The fear remains that
wealthy candidates
could buy their way into
parliament - by paying
for votes or providing
clientelist ~ services -
thereby  boosting  the
seat count of the most
powerful parties.

Bitar warned of an
even more alarming
issue  concerning  the

redistribution of losses
following the collapse of
the financial system in
2019.

Report: Mustagbal
to mass submit
parliamentary vote
nominations

In a step carrying
political  indications,
al-Mustaqgbal
Movement has asked
dozens of its members
and figures close to it to
officially submit their
parliamentary vote
nominations next week,
An-Nahar  newspaper
reported.

The Movement, whose
political activities have
been suspended for the
past few years, intends
to take part in the
elections in terms of
both nominations and
voting, the daily said.
“These figures have
started preparing
their ~ administrative
and legal files ahead
of submitting them
en masse in a highly
calculated move
intended to be a
political eventinitself,”
An-Nahar added.
Al-Mustagbal
Movement, a mainly
Sunni  political party
in Lebanon founded
by slain ex-PM Rafik
Hariri and led by his
son, ex-PM  Saad
Hariri, announced
in January 2022 that
it would suspend its
political activities and
not participate in the
2022 parliamentary
elections.

Hariri cited the growing
political power of
Hezbollah, which is
backed by Iran, as a

primary reason for
withdrawing from
politics. Hariri also

acknowledged making
mistakes by engaging
with  political ~ foes
at the expense of his
allies, which weakened

his position and the
party’s clout over time.
Hariri's exit was also
seen as a reflection
of Saudi Arabia's
decision to distance
itself from Lebanese
politics. The decision
left a  significant
power vacuum within

the Lebanese Sunni
community, as the
Hariri  family  had

dominated that political
space since the end of
the civil war.

The absence of
al-Mustagbal
Movement in 2022
led to fractured Sunni
representation in
parliament. While
the party suspended
official operations, it
did not strictly forbid
its supporters from
voting or running,
though it directed that
official members not
participate.

In a speech in
downtown Beirut
earlier last month,
Hariri  signaled that
Mustagbal would take
part in the upcoming
parliamentary
elections. "The whole
country  has  two
questions:  Will the
elections be held? And
what will al-Mustagbal
do? And | have one
answer: tell me when
the elections will be
held and I'll tell you
what al-Mustagbal will
do," Hariri said.

"But | promise you,
whenever the elections
are held, | promise
you: they will hear our
voices, and they will
count our votes!" he
vowed.
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Email:

HELEN@mfcf.com.au

Flowers for All Occasions
Specialising in Wedding & Funerals City
& Metropolitan Deliveries
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Open Hours: Mon-Sat: 8am-7pm/ Sun: 9am-4pm
91A Fowler Rd. Merrylands NSW 2160
Ph: 02 9892 1564 - Fax: 02 9681 5989
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Tel:

Antoine Farah (J.P.)

B.E., M.Eng, Se., M.E.M., CPENg., MIE Aust.
Managing Director
23-25 Kareela Crescent, Greenacre, NSW, 2190

Email: Viscona@bigpond.net.au
9793 9291 -Fax: 9796 4560
Mob: 0411 380 404 - 0425 845 045
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SPECIAL RUNS
04/03/26 TO 10/03/26
OR WHILE STOCKS LAST
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