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2nd Floor,

925 Canterbury Road, Lakemba,
NSW

0451 333 666
0451 711 117

bookings@cityview-receptions.com.au
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Julia Finn MP

Parliamentary Secretary
to the Premier
Parliamentary Secretary
for the Arts
Member for Granville

Wisingyouahappy
& blessed Eid Al
Adha to you
and your family

160 Merrylands Rd, Merrylands
P: 9637 1656
E: Granville@parliament.nsw.gov.au

‘Authorised by Julia Finn MP, Member for Granville, funded using parliamentary entitlements”

The World Lebanese Cultural Union
The Geographic Regional Council for Australia and New Zealand
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Maurice Jabbour
Marrou memory

As we approach the first anniversary of the
passing of Maurice Jabbour Marroun, we pause
to honour the life of a devoted husband, a loving
father, a generous friend, and a man of deep and
unwavering faith.

Maurice’s journey began in the village of Ardeh,
Lebanon — a place he carried in his heart long after
he left it behind. In the mid-1960s, with courage and
a sense of adventure, he set out to see the world
— travelling far and wide before finding his home
at the other end of the earth, in Australia. He was a
young man with open eyes, an open heart, and the
quiet determination that would define his entire life.
Yet even as he built his new life, his heart turned
back to Lebanon. He returned home, and it was
there that God placed Antoinette in his path — and
Maurice knew. He brought her back to Australia,
and together they began building something lasting.
But Maurice’s generosity of spirit would not allow
him to journey forward alone. One by one, he
helped bring his mother and his siblings out to
Australia, opening doors for them just as doors had
once been opened for him. He understood what it
meant to start fresh in a new land, and he made
sure his family didn’t have to do it without him by
their side. That was Maurice — always thinking of
others, always making a way.

Together, he and Antoinette raised five children
in a home filled with love, sacrifice, and purpose.
Maurice was more than a provider — he was a
pillar of strength and warmth, a steady and gentle
presence who led his family with quiet dignity. He
did not need to raise his voice to be heard. His
example spoke loudly enough.

Maurice was a hard worker in every sense of the
word. He didn’t simply work with his hands — he
worked with his heart. Whatever he turned his
attention to, he gave it his very best, driven by a
belief that if something was worth doing, it was
worth doing well. That same devotion extended
beyond his work to the people around him. He was
known for his generosity — not just to family, but
to anyone who needed a helping hand. He gave
freely, quietly, and without ever expecting anything
in return.

But his generosity was never only material. It was
spiritual, too. Maurice lived his faith — not just
on Sundays, but in every act of kindness, every
sacrifice made for others, every moment of grace
he offered those around him.

The Gospel reminds us: “Well done, good and
faithful servant. Come and share in your Master’s
joy.” (Matthew 25:23). These words feel as though
they were written for Maurice. He was a faithful
servant — to God, to his beloved Antoinette, to
his children, and to his community. He finished his
race well.

To Antoinette, to his children, and to all who loved
Maurice — the loss is deep, and the grief is real.
There are no words that fill the space left by a
man like him. But so too is the love he gave, and
that love does not leave. It lives on in the lessons
he taught, the faith he modelled, the memories he
made, and in the hearts of every person fortunate
enough to have known him.

We warmly invite family and friends to join us as
we come together to remember Maurice at his One
Year Anniversary Mass, to be held at St Charbel's
Church on Saturday, 7th June 2026 at 5:30pm. May
we gather not only in grief, but in gratitude — for
the gift that was his life.

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon him. May his soul rest
in peace. Amen.
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US grants reprieve shielding
11,000 Lebanese from deportation

The Trump administration has extended protections shielding
about 11,000 Lebanese from deportation, allowing them to
stay and work in the United States for another six months.
The decision, announced by the Department of Homeland
Security, marked a rare reprieve for people protected by
temporary measures which have been harshly criticized by
Republicans. The extension comes amid ongoing fighting in
southern Lebanon between Israeli troops and Hezbollah fight-
ers.

The decision was automatic, meaning that the administration
missed the deadline by which they were supposed to decide
on whether to extend the measure called Temporary Protected
Status for Lebanese people living in the U.S. who are covered
by the program. By statute, the status automatically extends
for six months if the department misses the deadline.

It was an unusual outcome for an administration that has can-
celled the protections that had covered people from 13 coun-
tries, including Venezuela, Haiti, Nicaragua and Syria from
deportation.

TPS was created by Congress in 1990 to prevent deportations
to countries suffering from natural disasters or civil strife,
giving people authorization to work in increments of up to 18
months. More than 1 million immigrants from 17 countries
were protected by TPS at the beginning of the Trump admin-
istration, after the Biden administration greatly expanded its
use.

The program has been at the center of a controversy.
Republicans and critics of TPS argue that the program and
its protections deviate from their original temporary intent,
taking on a quasi-permanent character when extended. Its
defenders assert that it is a fundamental humanitarian pro-
gram that prevents vulnerable individuals from being forced
to return to dangerous conditions.

The DHS notice said that former DHS Secretary Kristi Noem
and current Secretary Markwayne Mullin, who has led the
department for the past two months, "were unable to make
an informed determination on Lebanon's TPS designation.”
The extension allows existing beneficiaries to keep their pro-
tections through Nov. 27, 2026, "if they still meet the eligibil-
ity requirements for TPS," according to the notice. The work
permits that were already issued for Lebanese TPS holders
will be valid until the same day.

This is the second time the Trump administration has auto-
matically extended a TPS designation. The first happened
nearly a year ago with South Sudan, but the protections were
terminated in November 2025, after the six-month extension
period.

There are dozens of lawsuits challenging the termination of
TPS at federal courts in different states. The Supreme Court
is set to make a decision on TPS that protected Haitians and
Syrians during the summer, and the result is expected to have
an impact on all the other cases.

Advocates welcomed the extension.

"Extending Temporary Protected Status means Lebanese
nationals in the United States will not be forced back into dan-
gerous conditions but allowed to stay and continue supporting
their families and contributing to their local communities,”
said Kelly Razzouk, vice president of policy and advocacy at
the International Rescue Committee.

José Palma, national coordinator of the National TPS Alli-
ance—an advocacy group that has fought in federal courts
against the cancellation of TPS for several countries—wel-
comed the extension of protections for the Lebanese.

"But we need to find a permanent solution for all TPS benefi-
ciaries," he warned.

What options as UNIFIL's
Lebanon exit looms?

Lebanon is seeking an international force to replace a decades-
long United Nations peacekeeping mission whose mandate
ends this year following U.S. and Israeli pressure, even as the
latest Israel-Hezbollah war continues.

Concerns over the possible exit of the U.N. Interim Force
in Lebanon (UNIFIL) with no alternative come with Israeli
troops occupying south Lebanon's border areas, and as Israel
and Lebanon hold direct negotiations seeking to end decades
of hostilities.

The force has been a buffer between Lebanon and Israel
since 1978, but its presence has not been enough to prevent
repeated outbreaks of conflict.

With the U.N. secretary-general set to submit a report to the
Security Council by June 1, AFP looks at some potential sce-
narios.

- What does Lebanon want? -

UNIFIL currently counts some 7,500 peacekeepers from
nearly 50 countries. They are deployed in south Lebanon near
the Blue Line, the 120-kilometer (75-mile) de facto border
between Lebanon and Israel, where they are now in the
middle of the Israel-Hezbollah war.

A Lebanese official requesting anonymity told AFP that after
UNIFIL's mandate ends on December 31, Lebanon's pref-
erence is to still have "an international presence under the
umbrella of the U.N."

A second Lebanese official said it was "crucial” to have some
kind of U.N. force resembling UNIFIL, "maybe with some
downsizing or mission changes.”

"How can we talk about Resolution 1701 without UNIFIL?"
they added, also requesting anonymity.

U.N. Security Council Resolution 1701 ended a 2006 war
between Israel and Hezbollah, and bolstered UNIFIL's role,
tasking peacekeepers with monitoring the ceasefire between
the two sides.

The resolution also formed the basis of a 2024 truce that
halted a previous round of fighting between Israel and Hez-
bollah, under which the Lebanese government has been seek-
ing to disarm the Iran-backed group.

- U.N. options? -

Several sources said discussions were ongoing ahead of the
U.N. report, but that options could include a downsized U.N.
mission.

Another might see the mission of the U.N. Truce Supervision
Organization extended.

UNTSO is a regional peacekeeping operation set up in 1948
that also has a small, unarmed contingent in Lebanon.
Authorities are waiting to see the U.N. report before making
an official request for international assistance, both Lebanese
officials said.

But Israel and the United States, which last year pushed to
end the UNIFIL mandate at the Security Council, could try to
block any new U.N. proposal.

The second Lebanese official said that even if Washington
opposed a new U.N. formula, "we hope that at least they will
not veto it".

Some Security Council members including China are how-
ever in favor of keeping a U.N. force on the ground.

Cash could be another obstacle, with U.N.-led peacekeeping
operations weakened by a funding crisis that has already seen
UNIFIL cut its numbers in recent months.

- Non-U.N. options? -

If no new U.N. arrangement is reached, several sources said
alternative proposals could include a European Union force
or bilateral military arrangements between Lebanon and indi-
vidual countries.

Sheikh Yazbek Addresses Resistance:
We Are Close to “Third Liberation”

Sheikh Mohammad Yazbek

Head of Hezbollah Juristic Council Sheikh
Mohammad Yazbek addressed on Sunday the hon-
orable community and fighters of the Resistance,
praising their sacrifice and steadfastness in face of
the Zionist war and affirming that the “Third Lib-
eration” would be reached soon.

In his letter, Sheikh Yazbek recalled "Hezbollah
patience for months after the agreement between
the state and the enemy”, adding that the state
bears the responsibility of protecting its citizens
and sovereignty, and of pursuing the enemy to
enforce the terms of the agreement.

"We adhered to it, implemented it, and sacrificed
hundreds of martyrs and more than a thousand
wounded from enemy attacks, in addition to the
demolition, bulldozing, and incursions into areas
the enemy was unable to enter before the agree-
ment. We pleaded with the state to give us a
chance until we were at our wits’ end. We seized
the opportune moment, after repeated pronounce-
ments that our patience had limits, to respond to
the brutal enemy. The government reacted with
its ominous decision, knowingly or unknowingly
serving the Zionist-American enemy by declar-
ing the resistance fighters illegitimate. The enemy
then declared, “We have no problem with Leba-
non; our problem is with the terrorist Hezbollah,’
as some in the cabinet attempted to label the resis-
tance as terrorism."

"The government entered into direct negotia-
tions with the enemy and the American mediator,
the enemy’s partner in war. Therefore, we, along
with our patient people, declared that we are not
concerned with what is happening in Washington
regarding this surrender” Sheikh Yazbek added.
Sheikh Yazbek reiterated Hezbollah demands:
First: A complete ceasefire and cessation of all
attacks by land, sea, and air.

Second: A complete withdrawal from our home-
land.

Third: The return of all residents to their cities and
villages, even to the outskirts.

Fourth: Reconstruction, so that even the villages of
the outskirts become more beautiful than before.
Fifth: The release of all prisoners.

Sixth: We will proceed with implementing the
President’s directives regarding a national defense
strategy or a national security defense strategy.
"This is our position, and we will not abandon
it, even if it requires a confrontation like that of
Imam Hussein, and we will achieve one of two
glorious ends... O our people, O heroic resistance
fighters, we remain true to our pledge to you..."
"We thank all those who help and defend us, and
we especially thank the Islamic Republic and its
revered leader, Ayatollah Sayyed Mojtaba Khame-
nei (may his shadow be extended), and all offi-
cials who care about our cause and are playing
their role in negotiating a comprehensive cease-
fire for Lebanon and the resistance fronts," Sheikh
Yazbek added.

Finally, Sheikh Yazbek reassured, "We are close to
‘“Third Liberation’, God willing."
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Mona Kaltoum elected

as President of Our Lady of
the Gospel Association

In a heartfelt tribute filled with admiration and pride, mem-
bers of the community congratulated Mona Kaltoum on her
election as President of the Our Lady of the Gospel Associa-
tion in Sydney.

Known for her dedication, humility, and strong community
spirit, Mona Kaltoum has long been respected as a woman of
values, compassion, and leadership. The poetic words shared
in her honour praised her commitment to serving the com-
munity without seeking personal gain, highlighting her role
as a positive example for Lebanese Australians and the wider
multicultural community.

The tribute described her as a woman of integrity and wisdom,
admired for treating everyone equally and for carrying herself
with grace, kindness, and faith. It also recognised her impor-
tant role in preserving family values, supporting the commu-
nity in difficult times, and representing the spirit of Lebanon
proudly in Australia.

Community members expressed confidence that her leader-
ship will continue to strengthen the association and inspire
future generations through unity, faith, and service.
Congratulations were extended to Mona Kaltoum on this
well-deserved achievement, with wishes for continued suc-
cess, blessings, and prosperity in her new role.
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PH: 9597 3097

Shop 3, 495 Princes Highway,
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Email:
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HELEN@mfcf.com.au

Flowers for All Occasions
Specialising in Wedding & Funerals City
& Metropolitan Deliveries
gosmadl b plal V - s slondl &S | iy
Open Hours: Mon-Sat: 8am-7pm/ Sun: 9am-4pm
91A Fowler Rd. Merrylands NSW 2160
Ph: 02 9892 1564 - Fax: 02 9681 5989
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Antoine Farah (J.P.)

B.E., M.Eng, Se., M.E.M., CPENg., MIE Aust.
Managing Director
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Email: Viscona@bigpond.net.au
Tel: 9793 9291 -Fax: 9796 4560
Mob: 0411 380 404 - 0425 845 045
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479 HENRY LAWSON ‘ 27 MITCHEL STREET ‘ 5/21 CARTER ROAD

DRIVE, MILPERA ENDFIELD MENAI

SPECIAL RUNS
03/06/26 TO 09/06/26
OR WHILE STOCKS LAST
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