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- Fresh Cage, Free Range direct from the farm
- Duck and Quail Eggs

- Bagged Cow, Chicken and Sheep Manure

- Garden Care Products and Mulches

chickens

53-65 Ferrers Rd, Horsley Park, 2175

Halal chicken products
Whole fresh chickens
Chicken nuggets

- Live young laying pullets, roosters and boiler chickens

- Dressed duck, pigeon, quail, rabbit, spatchcock and boiler

Ph: 9620 1267 www.fenechfamilyfarm.com.au
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Two Palestinian fighters recount the
battle for Lebanon's Beaufort Castle

When former Palestinian fighter Moin Al-Taher heard the
Israeli flag was once again flying over Lebanon's Beaufort
castle, he cast his mind back more than 40 years, recalling its
historic walls "blazing™ under heavy shelling as his comrades
fought to defend it.

Moin Al-Taher and Mohammed al-Qarout were both fight-
ers for the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) in south
Lebanon when the last battle for the castle unfolded in June
1982, which ended with Israel taking over the strategic van-
tage point and killing all the defending fighters.

"It was on June 6. That day, the castle was subjected to unin-
terrupted Israeli artillery and air bombardment", Taher, 74,
who now lives in Amman, Jordan, told AFP.

"I saw the castle, which had come under heavy fire, blazing
under the intensity of the shelling”, he recalled.

Following the creation of the State of Israel in 1948, Israel
displaced tens of thousands of Palestinians to Lebanon, where
some organized into armed factions that launched operations
against Israel from Lebanese territory.

In 1978, Israel invaded Lebanon for the first time in response
to the attacks, and in 1982 it carried out a second invasion that
eventually reached Beirut.

Taher commanded joint Lebanese-Palestinian forces during
the 1978 war along Lebanon's border with Israel, and at Beau-
fort Castle in 1982.

Taher said he was in Beirut where his wife had just given birth
to their daughter when the battle started, and reached the area
by noon that day.

"That morning, the fighters had managed to shoot down an
Israeli warplane and capture its pilot.”

He said he later attempted to reach the castle with another
fighter to check on the men there, but their vehicle came
under Israeli fire and he was wounded by shrapnel.

Inside the castle were about 30 fighters with the "Jarmagq Bat-
talion", whose members hailed from the Palestinian Territo-
ries, Lebanon and Yemen, and fought under Fatah, the faction
of historic Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat.

-Trenches and bunkers-

Taher explained that Israeli airstrikes had largely destroyed
the castle by 1981.

The fighters subsequently fortified it by digging trenches,
bunkers, and a 150-meter tunnel within the fortress.

He said the castle became famous because of the constant
Israeli bombardment.

"Every day, a communique would announce that the enemy
had shelled Beaufort Castle."

Qarout, 69, also fought in the PLO's ranks in southern Leba-
non.

He later held positions within the Palestinian Authority in
Jericho, where he now lives, and focuses on collecting docu-
ments and information about the history of Fatah, including
the battle of Beaufort Castle.

Leafing through printed documents and photographs from that
era, Qarout showed AFP images of the castle and its fighters.
One photograph features a long ladder which he explained he
personally installed so fighters could access the fortress after
its entrance had been destroyed in 1981.

Another photograph shows a group of fighters in military uni-
forms atop the castle, waving their hands.

"The fighters held out in the castle for more than 60 hours
until they were all martyred," Qarout recalled.

Both Qarout and Taher pointed to Beaufort's historic signifi-
cance, having passed through the hands of many armies since
its construction by the Crusaders, from Saladin to the Otto-
mans.

Lebanon considers its largest amnesty
in 35 years but some are protesting

Samira Bou Saab had hoped to see the execution of the man
who was sentenced to death for killing her son. Instead, he
eventually could be released under a sweeping draft amnesty
law in Lebanon that is revealing the country's complex his-
tory of loyalties and conflict.

Lebanon's largest amnesty since the end of its devastating
1975-90 civil war is expected to occur in the coming weeks,
once parliament approves it and the president signs it.

The law would replace death sentences, reduce life sentences
and eventually lead to the release of convicted militants and
drug dealers while excluding crimes such as rape, human traf-
ficking, corruption, funding acts of terrorism and premedi-
tated murder. Those convicted of Killing Lebanese troops
could see reduced prison terms.

But some in Lebanon oppose the amnesty. Recently, families
of fallen soldiers protested by placing dozens of empty mili-
tary hoots outside parliament in Beirut.

Bou Saab's son, George, an army first lieutenant, was one of
18 military members killed in clashes with followers of radi-
cal Sunni Muslim cleric Ahmed al-Assir in the southern city
of Sidon in 2013.

Bou Saab asked whether al-Assir, who has served 11 years
under a death sentence, would have the right under the
amnesty to see his children and family "while my son is
buried under the sand and his children don't know him." If
the law is approved, the death sentence would be gone and he
would have 10 more years to serve.

Al-Assir's wife, meanwhile, blasted the amnesty, saying her
hushand is an innocent victim of a conspiracy orchestrated by
the Shiite Muslim Hezbollah, which she said ignited battles
between the cleric's supporters and the Lebanese army.

"He is being executed slowly," Amal Shamseddine said of her
husband's sentence, adding, "Had there been justice in our
country, they (detainees) would have been released and gone
home long time ago."

Lebanon's last major amnesty was in 1991, with the aim of
facilitating reconciliation after the civil war left 150,000
people dead.

Christian legislators demanded amnesty for hundreds of citi-
zens who fled to Israel after its forces withdrew from Lebanon
in 2000. Many have links to the Israeli-backed South Leba-
non Army militia that was dissolved when Israel withdrew.
"The draft law has entered the road of political bargains,”
said lawmaker Nabil Badr, a strong supporter of the amnesty,
adding that many legislators are using it to make political
gains.

Maryam Younnes was 5 when she fled with her family to
Israel in 2000. She hopes the amnesty will allow her to return
to Lebanon, where she can meet her grandmother again and
visit her father's grave. He had been an SLA commander and
his body was brought to his hometown for burial after he died
in 2013.

But political considerations remain.

"We will return once Lebanon is cleared of (Hezbollah), ille-
gal weapons, and once there is peace between Lebanon and
Israel," Younnes said. Hezbollah, which emerged in southern
Lebanon in 1982 in response to Israel's invasion, was allowed
to keep its weapons after the civil war to fight Israeli occupa-
tion forces.

After Israel withdrew, hundreds of SLA members stayed in
Lebanon and received jail sentences, with some later released.
The draft amnesty law says Lebanese citizens living in Israel
would be treated in accordance with a 2011 law saying mem-
bers of the pro-Israel militia will be detained upon their arrival
in Lebanon and given "a fair trial."

AFP demands answers after Israel envoy

comments on 2023 attack on reporters in Lebanon

Agence France-Presse has demanded an explanation
from Israel's ambassador to France after he admitted
on French TV that his country was behind a 2023
attack on reporters in Lebanon.

A Reuters journalist was killed and two AFP report-
ers were seriously wounded when they came under
fire in southern Lebanon close to the border with
Israel in October 2023.

Both news agencies and several NGOs concluded
Israeli forces were behind the attack, but Israel has
never formally acknowledged responsibility and has
told AFP several times that the incident was still
under review.

Israel's ambassador to France, Joshua Zarka, how-
ever conceded on a program broadcast that Israeli
forces had made a "mistake" in firing on the group.
He insisted that the reporters "were not targeted
because they were journalists” as “the soldiers on the
ground thought that they were terrorists".

AFP's news director Phil Chetwynd wrote a formal
letter to Zarka demanding more details.

"In our view, these remarks amount to the first public
acknowledgment by an official Israeli representa-
tive that the two strikes which hit a clearly identi-
fied group of journalists were carried out by Israeli
forces,” Chetwynd wrote.

"AFP is seeking precise and substantiated answers
regarding what you yourself have described as a
'mistake.”

Reuters video journalist 1ssam Abdallah was killed
in the strike, which wounded six other journalists.
They included AFP's Dylan Collins and Christina
Assi. The latter lost a leg in the attack.

"The Israeli military has made no formal acknowl-
edgment of responsibility to AFP, to Dylan Collins,
or to Christina Assi," wrote Chetwynd.

"How do you account for this complete absence of
official acknowledgment, given that you yourself
clearly describe this as a 'mistake'?"

- Multiple inquiries -

An AFP investigation concluded that two Israeli tank
shells had been fired from the Jordeikh area in north-
ern Israel, on the border with southern Lebanon.
Other investigations by Reuters, the Committee to
Protect Journalists (CPJ), Human Rights Watch,
Amnesty International and Reporters Without Bor-
ders all came to the same conclusion.

"Why has the position you set out publicly never
been communicated directly to AFP in response to
its formal requests," Chetwynd asked in his letter.
The CPJ's regional director, Sara Qudah, said the
attack appeared to be a war crime, adding that the
ambassador's interview had failed to answer the key
question of why clearly identified journalists had
been repeatedly targeted.

"Israeli authorities must release all evidence sup-
porting their claim that Israeli soldiers misidentified
the journalists,” Qudah said in a statement.

Rights groups and media outlets regularly accuse
Israel of deliberately targeting journalists.

The CPJ documented 129 media workers Kkilled
across the world last year, with Israel behind 86 of
those deaths.
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TRENDY

HAIR CUTS
\Y/ (@] g VANV, VAND),

PH: 9597 3097

Shop 3, 495 Princes Highway,
Rockdale, NSW 2216

) s 6ylaly

Email:
HELEN@mfcf.com.au

Flowers for All Occasions
Specialising in Wedding & Funerals City
& Metropolitan Deliveries
gosmadl b plal V - s slondl &S | iy
Open Hours: Mon-Sat: 8am-7pm/ Sun: 9am-4pm
91A Fowler Rd. Merrylands NSW 2160
Ph: 02 9892 1564 - Fax: 02 9681 5989
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479 HENRY LAWSON ‘ 27 MITCHEL STREET ‘ 5/21 CARTER ROAD

DRIVE, MILPERA ENDFIELD MENAI

SPECIAL RUNS
10/06/26 TO 16/06/26
OR WHILE STOCKS LAST
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