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- Fresh Cage, Free Range direct from the farm
- Duck and Quail Eggs
- Bagged Cow, Chicken and Sheep Manure

- Garden Care Products and Mulches

chickens

53-65 Ferrers Rd, Horsley Park, 2175

Halal chicken products
Whole fresh chickens
Chicken nuggets

- Live young laying pullets, roosters and boiler chickens

- Dressed duck, pigeon, quail, rabbit, spatchcock and boiler

Ph: 9620 1267 www.fenechfamilyfarm.com.au
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Palestinian, Israeli Civil Society Groups Meet in France as Two-State Hopes Dim

Palestinian and Israeli
civil society groups
delivered an appeal
in France to urge the
international commu-
nity not to abandon a
two-state solution, as
Paris seeks to keep the
issue alive amid the
Middle East war.

The meeting brought
together foreign minis-
ters and senior officials
from dozens of coun-
tries alongside civil
society groups. It marks
one year since the UN-
backed New York
Declaration, which set
out a roadmap toward
Palestinian  statehood
and prompted around
a dozen countries,
including France, Brit-
ain and Canada, to rec-
ognize a Palestinian
state.

"We could find every
reason in the world to
give up. But you are
here! Your testimonies
alone are grounds
for hope and action,”
France's Foreign Min-
ister Jean-Noel Barrot
told 250 civil society
representatives  from
both sides.

"France refuses to let
the side of war prevail
over the side of peace.”
The gathering ended
with an eight-point

“Call for Action” urging
a permanent ceasefire,
a halt to settlements,
Gaza  reconstruction,
governance reforms and
stronger international
backing for civil soci-
ety.

It will be delivered to
the G7 leaders who
meet in the French Alps
from Monday.

"The region contin-
ues to fracture. Gaza
is devastated, Israel
remains under threat.
Settler terrorism, settle-
ment expansion, and de
facto annexation and
threats to the Palestinian
Authority continue to
undermine the viability
of a future Palestinian
state," according to the

action plan.
"Israelis and Pales-
tinians alike remain

trapped in fear, inse-
curity, and trauma. We
return because, as the
G7 convenes in Evian,
this conflict risks once

again being set aside.
The window for a solu-
tion remains open; but it

IS narrowing."

ANGER IN  WEST
OVER SETTLER VIO-
LENCE

The conference comes
amid escalating vio-
lence by Israeli settlers
in the occupied West
Bank and underscores
anger in many West-
ern countries toward
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin  Netanyahu’s
government, which has
expanded settlements.
Diplomats say that
expansion is aimed at
undermining prospects
for a Palestinian state.

A key concern is Israel’s
plan to build a settle-
ment east of Jerusalem,
known as the E1 project,
which would bisect the
West Bank and cut it off
from East Jerusalem,
fragmenting  territory
Palestinians seek for an
independent state.

"The two-state solution
remains the only viable
path to bringing last-
ing peace to the Middle
East,” European Union
foreign policy chief
Kaja Kallas said.

"The situation in the
West Bank is equally
alarming. Illegal Israeli
settlements continue to
expand at an unprece-
dented pace, and settler
violence is increas-
ing without sufficient
accountability."
Britain, Canada, France
and Norway announced
new coordinated sanc-
tions against Israeli
networks involved in
financing, enabling and
carrying out violence
in the Israeli-occupied
West Bank.

Israel and the United
States declined to attend
the meeting in Paris.
"The ambassador was
invited but will not
attend the conference,
as it has nothing to do
with promoting peace,"”
the Israeli embassy said
in a statement.

"France cannot act as a
mediator between Israel
and the Palestinians.
Regarding the two-state
solution, the ambassa-
dor recalls that the Pal-
estinians have rejected
proposals to establish a
Palestinian state on five
occasions."

Syrian president has no intention of intervening in Lebanon: Sources

Syrian  President  Ahmed
al-Sharaa told visitors that
Damascus has no intention
of intervening in Lebanon,
two of them told AFP, days
after US President Donald
Trump suggested it might be
willing to do so.
Oneofthose present, request-
ing anonymity to speak
freely, said that al-Sharaa
told dozens of notables and
dignitaries from the Damas-
cus province that “what is
being circulated about Syria
entering Lebanon is nothing
more than rumors.”

The  Syrian  presidency
announced that al-Sharaa
received the delegation at
the presidential palace in a
meeting that addressed ser-
vice and development issues
of concern to the province’s
residents.

The statement made no men-
tion of al-Sharaa’s remarks

Ahmed al-Sharaa

on Lebanon.

It came with Israel and Iran-
backed Hezbollah still trad-
ing blows in the country,
despite a conditional cease-
fire announced by Lebanese
and lsraeli envoys earlier
this month in Washington.
Hezbollah  rejected the
agreement, which makes no
mention of Israel having to
cease attacks or withdraw its
troops from Lebanon.
Trump told US broadcaster
NBC last week that al-
Sharaa was willing to help
against Hezbollah, which

has been fighting a war with
Israel since March 2 as part
of the broader Middle East
conflict.

“I'd like to see a more sur-
gical attack on Hezbollah. 1
think it should be more sur-
gical. And we can help them
with that, or we can recom-
mend Syria,” he said.
“Syria’s doing a very good
job of cleaning up their
act. They have a very good
leader. They have a leader
that’s really done a good job
inashort period of time. And
he would love to help.”

In a televised interview,
Syrian interior  ministry
spokesperson  Noureddine
al-Baba aid that Damascus
stands with Lebanese Presi-
dent Joseph Aoun in “pre-
serving Lebanon’s security
and the sovereignty of the
Lebanese state.”

“Coordination ~ with  our

brother Lebanon is the corner-
stone of any possible role that
Syria can play in resolving
Lebanese issues,” he added.
Responding to  Trump’s
words, Baba said that “the
Syrian and Lebanese sides
are best positioned to inter-
pret these statements and
agree on a formula that serves
both countries within the
framework of the common
Arab vision.”

Syria, which under the al-
Assad family was a close
ally of Hezbollah, dominated
Lebanon for decades follow-
ing a military intervention in
the latter’s 1975-1990 civil
war, withdrawing only in
2005, making any new mili-
tary involvement a fraught
proposition.

Hezbollah fought alongside
the Syrian government in
that country’s own civil war.

UAE denies reports of unlocking

$ billions of frozen Iranian assets

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has categorically denied
reports that it agreed to unlock and transfer billions of dol-
lars in frozen assets to Iran. The UAE Ministry of Foreign
Affairs stated that allegations of any such financial transfers
are “entirely false and unfounded”

The UAE’s statement was released in response to a Reuters
report, which cited regional sources claiming the UAE agreed
to release between $10 billion and $20 billion in frozen funds
in exchange for Iran halting attacks against the Gulf nation.
The original report alleged that an initial tranche of $3 billion
had already been delivered.

In its official rejection, the UAE government clarified that no
frozen Iranian funds have been released, transferred, or facili-
tated through its banking system. The ministry urged media
outlets to rely only on official sources and avoid circulating
unverified claims.

President Trump pledged to use Iran’s frozen funds to com-
pensate the Gulf countries for damages resulting from Irans’s
attacks.

In Nabatieh, residents mourn

destroyed homes, livelihoods

- AFP:

When Kamal Kamal heard a ceasefire deal had been agreed
between Iran and the United States, he rushed back to the
southern city of Nabatieh only to find an Israeli strike had
reduced his life's work to rubble.

The city, usually home to some 90,000 people before the
latest war between Israel and Hezbollah erupted on March 2,
was largely deserted as Israel pressed its military offensive in
the area in recent days.

Kamal fought back tears as he stared stunned at the pile of
rubble that used to be his roastery and warehouse for coffee
and other products, after Israel pummelled the region with
strikes and issued sweeping evacuation orders.

"When | opened it in the seventies, | was still a young man...
now nothing is left," he said, leaning heavily on a walking
stick and surveying the vast destruction.

"How my life has been spent in vain here!"

The war in Lebanon has been included in the framework deal
to end the broader Middle East war.

But Lebanon's army on Monday urged displaced residents to
delay their return to southern border villages, citing the "risk
of Israeli violations and attacks".

Yet residents who have cautiously returned to Nabatieh have
expressed dismay at the huge damage Israel inflicted on the
city's neighborhoods and its famed market, where the roofing
had collapsed and shops were devastated.

The city's municipality said in a statement that it had asked
residents not to return "at the present time under any circum-
stances", citing the security situation.

The Lebanese Army had set up a checkpoint at the entrance to
the city, advising locals about the roads that they could take
as intermittent artillery shelling rang out and smoke rose up.
The flow of residents to Nabatieh picked up later in the day,
with people inspecting their homes and properties as heavy
machinery worked to remove rubble and clear roads.

In one heavily damaged neighborhood, Rana Nasrallah sur-
veyed her destroyed home, the rubble strewn with clothes,
furniture and pot plants.

The 45-year-old had fled with her family to the coastal city of
Sidon during the war.

"We grew up in this neighborhood. We used to play here as
children. And here's where the older women used to sit and
chat, the historic Nabatieh market before us... the landmarks
that they perhaps wanted to erase," she said.

"As soon as the ceasefire was declared and before any official
(Lebanese) announcement... we got going and came here. We
couldn't wait any longer.

"We came to breathe in the scent of our land... even if there
are no homes to shelter us and there is no work, still it's a
relief for our souls.”

"Despite the sorrow and grief at seeing the city destroyed...
we are filled with hope that we will rebuild,” she said.

“Not once did we feel defeated or that we would not triumph,
or that we would not return to rebuild Nabatieh."
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TRENDY

HAIR CUTS
\Y/ (@] g VANV, VAND),

PH: 9597 3097

Shop 3, 495 Princes Highway,
Rockdale, NSW 2216

Email:

) s 6ylaly

HELEN@mfcf.com.au

Flowers for All Occasions
Specialising in Wedding & Funerals City
& Metropolitan Deliveries
gosmadl b plal V - s slondl &S | iy
Open Hours: Mon-Sat: 8am-7pm/ Sun: 9am-4pm
91A Fowler Rd. Merrylands NSW 2160
Ph: 02 9892 1564 - Fax: 02 9681 5989
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479 HENRY LAWSON ‘ 27 MITCHEL STREET ‘ 5/21 CARTER ROAD

DRIVE, MILPERA ENDFIELD MENAI

SPECIAL RUNS
17/06/26 TO 23/06/26
OR WHILE STOCKS LAST
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