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- Fresh Cage, Free Range direct from the farm
- Duck and Quail Eggs

- Bagged Cow, Chicken and Sheep Manure

- Garden Care Products and Mulches

- Live young laying pullets, roosters and boiler chickens

- Dressed duck, pigeon, quail, rabbit, spatchcock and boiler

chickens

53-65 Ferrers Rd, Horsley Park, 2175

Ph: 9620 1267 www.fenechfamilyfarm.com.au

Halal chicken products
Whole fresh chickens
Chicken nuggets
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For more information, or if you would like to join
us, please contact Pierre El Sokhn

at +61 451 236 136.
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Israel seized more land from neighbors
since 2023 than it has in decades

Over the past two and a half
years, Israel has taken con-
trol of swaths of Gaza, Leba-
non and Syria that amount
to its biggest expansion of
militarily occupied lands in
decades. It is an area larger
than many major cities —
roughly 1,000 square kilo-
meters (386 square miles)
—and Israel has said it plans
to stay indefinitely.

The land seizures began
in the aftermath of Hamas'
2023 cross-border  attack.
The Israeli military took over
large portions of Gaza as part
of a broad invasion, and later
seized control of chunks of
Lebanon and Syria.

Israel calls these areas
"puffer zones" and says they
are needed to prevent future
attacks by militant groups.
In Gaza and Lebanon, Israeli
land seizures and evacuation
warnings have pushed out
more than 3 million people,
and troops have demolished
towns and neighborhoods.
The "puffer zones" —
equivalent to roughly 5%
of Israel's area soon after its
founding — are not new bor-
ders, which require an agree-
ment between two countries.
But many fear these changes
could become long-lasting.
Iran has made Israel's with-
drawal from Lebanon a con-
dition for ending its war with
the U.S.

Since its founding in 1948,
Israel has never had clear
borders. Its boundaries have
shifted through wars, annex-
ations, ceasefires and peace
agreements.

Here is a deeper look at the
Israeli expansions:

Lebanon

Israel and Hezbollah have
fought multiple wars since
the Iran-backed Lebanese
militant group was formed
in 1982. Israel occupied
much of southern Lebanon
between 1982-2000, saying
it was necessary to protect
northern Israeli communi-
ties. After Israel's withdrawal
in 2000, the U.N. drew up a
boundary between the two
countries.

A year of fighting between
Israel and Hezbollah ended
with an October 2024 cease-
fire. Israel violated that
ceasefire for 15 months. The
nominal truce collapsed in
March, days into the U.S.-
Israeli war against Iran. Fol-
lowing missile and drone
attacks by Hezbollah, Israel
launched a ground invasion
into Lebanon.

When fighting was halted in
April, Israel said the military
would occupy an area up to
10 kilometers deep.

Israel now holds 608 square
kilometers in  Lebanon,
according to experts with the
Carnegie Middle East Center.
Evacuation warnings have
forced about 1.2 million Leb-
anese to flee.

Hezbollah has condemned
Israel's presence inside Leba-
non, and the Lebanese gov-
ernment has called for Israel
to withdraw.

Gaza

Israel seized the Gaza Strip
from Egypt in the 1967 Mid-
east War. It unilaterally with-
drew troops and settlers from
the territory in 2005.

Hamas militants overran the
territory two years later, and
their Oct. 7, 2023, attack on
Israel launched the devastat-
ing war in Gaza.

When the Gaza ceasefire
went into effect in October
2025, Israel withdrew its
troops to a zone demarcated
by the so-called "yellow
line," giving it control of just
over half the strip.

Almost the entire population
of Gaza, more than 2 million
people, has been squeezed
into vast, squalid tent cities
dependent on international
aid. The military has bull-
dozed or demolished wide
swaths of the zone, and the
area, where most of Gaza's
agricultural land lies, is inac-
cessible to Palestinians.
Israeli forces are meant to
complete a fuller withdrawal
under the U.S.-brokered
ceasefire. But the US.-
backed diplomat overseeing
the truce says progress is
deadlocked over the central
sticking point of disarming
Hamas.

With the ceasefire process
stuck, Israeli army has since
moved the line west and
expanded its military control
to more than 60% of Gaza
— 194 square kilometers,
according to rights group
Gisha. Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu says Israeli
control of Gaza will increase
to 70%.

Syria

Israel captured the Golan
Heights from Syria during
the 1967 Mideast war and
later annexed it -- a move
not widely recognized by the
international community.

After the 1973 Mideast war,
the U.N. created a buffer
zone in southern Syria next
to the Israeli-controlled
Golan Heights, patrolled by
a U.N. force of about 1,100
troops.

In December 2024, after the
surprise downfall of Syrian
President Bashar Assad,
Israel moved its troops into
the U.N. buffer zone, saying
it was concerned that Syrian
rebels could attack Israel. It
also wanted to disrupt Iran's
ability to smuggle weapons
through Syria to Hezhollah
militants in Lebanon.

The U.N. and other critics say
the seizure of land violates a
1974 ceasefire agreement.
Civilians in the area have not
been instructed to evacuate
but have faced checkpoints
and tension, with occasional
clashes between Israeli sol-
diers and villagers.

West Bank

Since capturing the West
Bank in the 1967 Mideast
war, Israel has built well
over 100 settlements across
the occupied territory. The
government has approved 47
new settlements and formal-
ized or expanded 55 existing
settlements just since 2022,
according to Peace Now.
After the war in Gaza began,
Israel expanded its military
operations in the West Bank,
displacing tens of thousands
of Palestinians from their
homes.

Some of the new settlements
approved recently are retro-
active legalizations of tiny
outposts, while others are
neighborhoods of existing
settlements.

The precipitous growth of
settlements stems from set-
tler leaders and supporters
holding key positions in Isra-
el's government and a U.S.
administration that is largely
pro-settlement.

The international community
considers them illegal action.
The expanded settlements
have put enormous restric-
tions on the daily lives of
the Palestinians people, who
view them as the main barrier
to a lasting peace agreement
because they are built on
lands they seek for a future
state.

Geagea urges Vance
to separate Lebanon from Iran

Lebanese  Forces leader
Samir Geagea urged on
Monday U.S. Vice President
JD Vance to support the Leb-
anese state and separate the
Lebanese negotiations from
the U.S.-Iran talks.

Geagea argued that the best
way the U.S. can support
Lebanon right now is by
reinforcing its legitimate
institutions as the country's
sole authority. He called for
restricting all negotiations

exclusively to the Lebanese
state and permanently side-
lining Iran from the Leba-
nese file, after the U.S. and
Iran agreed to set up a "de-
confliction cell" with Leba-
non "to ensure the adherence
of the termination of military
operations" there.

Saurday evening, Iran said it
had closed the strategic Strait
of Hormuz again in response
to Israel's attacks on Leba-
non.

Samir Geagea

Geagea said the greatest con-
tribution that can be made to
Lebanon's Christians and all
Lebanese alike is helping the
state extend its authority over
all Lebanese territories and
disarm Hezbollah.

Syrian President denies that
Syria sought to intervene in Lebanon

Syrian President Ahmed al-
Sharaa has denied that his
country sought to intervene
militarily in Lebanon where
Israel and Hezbollah are at
war, after U.S. President
Donald Trump repeatedly
suggested Damascus could
get involved.

"We are looking for eco-
nomic channels between
Lebanon and Syria, not mili-
tary ones," Sharaa said in an
interview broadcast on tele-
vision channel Al Mashhad.
On Sunday, Trump told Fox
News he was "disappointed
Israel can't put Hezhollah
away", adding in reference to
the fight against the militant
group: "I'm close to giving it
over to Syria."

An Iran-U.S. deal signed this
week on ending the regional
conflict includes Lebanon,
where fighting has paused
since Saturday evening.

At the G7 summit in France
this week, Trump also said
"if Israel can't do the job
(against Hezbollah) without
killing everyone else, then
he (Sharaa) will do the job.
Syria will do the job."

- Syria ‘greatly concerned' -
Sharaa said in Sunday's inter-
view that "we proposed with
the United States that the
war must stop,” adding that
“there must be various solu-
tions, including economic,
political and social, and the
re-establishment of relations
and the vital economic life-
line between Syria and Leba-
non."

"And alongside this, some
security  measures  that
respond firstly to Syrian and
Lebanese concerns, and also
Israeli concerns,” he added.
Hezbollah fought alongside
longtime Syrian ruler Bashar
al-Assad in his country's civil
war, making Sharaa and the
new authorities who toppled
the former leader in 2024
deeply hostile to the group.
Syria had dominated its
neighbor for decades follow-
ing its military intervention
in Lebanon's 1975-1990 civil
war, withdrawing only in
2005, making any new mili-
tary involvement a fraught
proposition.

Syria offers "many tools for
having a positive impact

Ahmed al-Sharaa

within  Lebanon, but this
also depends primarily on
Lebanon's agreement”,
Sharaa said. "Syria is greatly
concerned with Lebanon's
domestic situation because
Lebanon's security and sta-
bility are part of Syria's secu-
rity and stability," he added.
Responding to a question
about whether he would sit
at the table with Hezbol-
lah, Sharaa said that "if this
serves Lebanon's interests
and safeguards Syria's inter-
ests, why not?"

Earlier this month, Trump
also told U.S. broadcaster
NBC that "I'd like to see a
more surgical attack on Hez-
bollah... And we can help
them with that, or we can
recommend Syria," he said,
adding that Sharaa "would
love to help".

South Lebanon: Huge damages

AFP:

Direct damage to buildings
insouth Lebanon in the latest
war between Israel and Hez-
bollah is estimated at around
$1.38 billion, a U.N. agency
and a Lebanese research
center said Monday.

“In total, 11,095 buildings
were completely destroyed,
impacting 17,891 housing
units, while 2,242 buildings
sustained partial damage...
and 9,311 buildings incurred
minor damage,” the United
Nations Development Pro-
gram (UNDP) and Leba-
non's  government-linked
National Council for Scien-
tific Research (CNRS) said.
It cited a "rapid building-
level damage assessment”
in the country's south which
compared satellite imagery
from late April, nearly two

months into the latest war,
with those from October
2025, meaning it does not
cover the latest weeks of the
conflict.

"Findings indicate that direct
damage to buildings in south
Lebanon is estimated at
$1.38 hillion," the statement
added.

Hezbollah drew Lebanon
into the Middle East conflict
on March 2 by launching
rocket fire at Israel in support
of its backer Iran.

Israel responded with heavy
airstrikes and a ground inva-
sion, and its troops are oper-
ating inside a strip of border
territory around a dozen kilo-
meters deep inside Lebanon,
where they have been carry-
ing out extensive demolition
and bulldozing operations.
Neither side respected an

April 17 ceasefire, and fight-
ing only paused on Saturday
evening after it threatened to
derail a deal signed last week
between Iran and the United
States to end the broader
Middle East war.

Some residents have started
returning to the south over
the past two days to inspect
their damaged homes and
businesses, though the Leba-
nese Army has urged them to
delay returning to their vil-
lages and towns.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said on Sunday
that Israeli forces would
remain in southern Lebanon
"as long as necessary".
Lebanese authorities  say
Israeli attacks since March 2
have killed more than 4,100
people and displaced more
than one million others.
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479 HENRY LAWSON ‘ 27 MITCHEL STREET ‘ 5/21 CARTER ROAD

DRIVE, MILPERA ENDFIELD MENAI

SPECIAL RUNS
24/06/26 TO 30/06/26
OR WHILE STOCKS LAST
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