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Jounieh Lebanon

Tel:+961 931 277
Mob: 961 3 606 145
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- Fresh Cage, Free Range direct from the farm

- Duck and Quail Eggs

- Bagged Cow, Chicken and Sheep Manure

Halal chicken products

.Free Range g yaidll ¢ @Lb oo —

ST 2 55y plaag i slaw —
colegypall 3Lailly Blasdl LUl wladie —

C\EU CL>.>5 Jy.& cwl.u o).wo 4.0 ‘Jﬁ_

Whole fresh chickens
Chicken nuggets

- Garden Care Products and Mulches

- Live young laying pullets, roosters and boiler chickens

- Dressed duck, pigeon, quail, rabbit, spatchcock and boiler

chickens

53-65 Ferrers Rd, Horsley Park, 2175

Ph: 9620 1267 www.fenechfamilyfarm.com.au
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TRADING HOURS

MON-SAT 8:30am — 4:30pm, SUN 8:30am — 12pm.
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Liverpool Council’s
Fifteenth Avenue solution

Liverpool City Council has put forward a smarter, faster
and more responsible solution to the long-running Fif-
teenth Avenue corridor challenge: one that saves taxpay-
ers billions and protects 90 local families from having
their houses resumed.

It will also save the Federal Government from breaking
an election promise.

“This is not about party politics, it’s about people,” Mayor
Mannoun said. “We are calling on both the State and
Federal governments to put aside differences of political
opinion and do it once and do it right for the residents
of Austral, West Hoxton, Middleton Grange and wider
Western Sydney.”

“No family should lose their home because of a design
that we already know is flawed and short-sighted.”

“We have a solution that saves money, protects homes,
and delivers better infrastructure. The only question now
is whether governments are prepared to listen.”

The current State and Federal plan - promised before the
last federal election - is shaping up to be a $2.5 billion
project that means Austral households lose their homes,
triggers widespread land resumptions, and delivers an

outcome that risks being outdated almost as soon as it
opens.

It will also restrict housing growth by not providing a
designated public transport corridor.

Stage One, the only part currently defined, provides only
two lanes in each direction, with no dedicated public
transport corridor. Stage Two adds a two-lane public
transport corridor that means some 90 houses will be
resumed.

Council’s modelling shows this approach will be under
significant pressure within a decade. In other words, we
are on track to spend billions building a road we already
know will fail, Mayor Mannoun said

“The current Stage One proposal is effectively an 70km
highway ripping through the community that excludes
any dedicated public transport lanes. With high speed
comes unnecessarily large, gold plated design,” he said.
Liverpool City Council’s engineering and planning team
has developed an alternative that integrates the road into
the community and provides a public transport transit
lane. Adopting this design would save the Federal Gov-
ernment from breaking its promise and deliver a better
outcome for the residents of Austral and all those wanting
to get to and from Western Sydney International Airport.
For an additional investment of approximately $250 mil-
lion (only 17 per cent of the overall cost) the Liverpool

Council plan will:

. future-proof the corridor,

. save 90 brand new homes form resumption,
. save around $1 billion dollars and

. deliver a public trans-

port spine that meets the needs

of a rapidly growing region.

Most importantly, it prevents

the need for costly retrofits,

duplication of infrastructure,

and further disruption to the

community down the track:

saving State and Federal gov-

ernments billions.

“This is a classic case of doing

it once and doing it right,”

Mayor Mannoun said. “We

can avoid the pain, we can

avoid the delay, and we can deliver public transport infra-
structure to Western Sydney.”

“Western Sydney cannot afford another decade of stop-
start planning and political point scoring,” Mayor Man-
noun said.

“Fifteenth Avenue is not just a road. It is the spine con-
necting Liverpool to the Western Sydney International
Airport and the emerging Bradfield city. The decisions
we make now will shape this region for decades.
“Council is ready to work with both levels of government
to deliver a better outcome. One that protects residents,
respects taxpayers, and builds the infrastructure our
growing communities actually need,” he said

Media Contact:
Alan Gale
0492 087 403

communications@liverpool.nsw.gov.au
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Will Syria play a kingmaker role in Lebanon again?

After almost every
meeting with Syria's
Foreign Minister Asaad
Al Shibani in Beirut,
Lebanese  politicians
repeated the same nar-
rative: the neighbour-
ing official pledged
that Damascus was not
seeking to regain sway
over Lebanese politics.
It was a remarkable
statement that, accord-
ing to political sources
in the Lebanese capi-
tal, aims to quell con-
cerns in Beirut over
a possible return to
Syrian influence over

the country's ailing
system.
But it was also a

window into Syria's
balancing act, focused
on pleasing the US by
potentially helping the
Lebanese state con-
front Iranian influence,
all while making sure
the newly established
rule in Damascus didn't
fall into a bloody quag-
mire.

“Publicly, Syrians want
to say that they are
seeking to break more
ice with Lebanon and
enhance ties. But they
have also conveyed
messages that they are
willing to assist the
Lebanese state in any
way it sees fit,” a Leb-
anese political source
told The National
during Mr Al Shibani's
visit on Thursday.
“Syria is doing well,
and wants Lebanon to
do well too. There is
much to do together,
from border control to
economic partnerships
to even security, with
remnants of the Assad
regime hiding in Leba-
non,” the source added.
“But the US pressure
to push Damascus
back into some sort of
role in Lebanon is real,
and the Syrians seem
to have understood that
they have to find a way
to make that happen
without compromising
the trajectory of the
new rule in Damascus.
The question is: what
type of role can the
Lebanese accept?”
Last month, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump
said Syria could help
“take care” of Hezbol-
lah, praising President

Nawaf Salam And Asaad Al Shibani

Ahmad Al Shara's
leadership while call-
ing for more military
action against the
Iran-backed militant
group amid Israel's
deadly war on Leba-
non.

Lebanon's strategic
value

The remarks fuelled
concerns about a
potential push for
Syria to get involved
in Lebanon militarily
again, with a possible
incursion from the
east to fight Hezbol-
lah. President Trump
said he wanted a
“better life” for Leba-
non, adding that the
US could assist in that
effort or recommend
Syria as a potential
partner.

The idea was first dis-
cussed last year, The
National understands,
and resurfaced after
the start of the Iran war
in February. In recent
weeks, Mr Al Shara
sought to calm fears,
saying in an interview
with a Lebanese jour-
nalist that Damascus
wanted to address
the issue of Hezbol-
lah without pushing
Lebanon into the kind
of devastation Syria
experienced  during
more than a decade of
war.

“Syria has so far
avoided direct
engagement in the
regional war and
refrained from open-
ing a front against
Hezbollah,” wrote
Abu Dhabi's Emirates
Policy Centre.
“However, this path
does not resolve the
challenges that Syria
may face after the war.
If Tel Aviv succeeds
in removing Hezbol-
lah  from southern
Lebanon, it will likely
press for heightened
security measures in
southern  Syria. In

turn, Hezbollah may
pressure  Damascus
to reopen smuggling
routes for arms, cre-
ating new strains on
Syria's already fragile
position.”

The US view of Syr-
ia's support for Leba-
nese politics isn't new.
Since the 1975 to 1990
civil war, US admin-
istrations have seen
Damascus as a power
broker in Lebanese
politics, given the
small country's many
problems, including its
fragile economy and
sectarianism.

The latest push echoes
previous analysis,
mainly a declassified
CIA document from
1984, which acknowl-
edged that Syria “will
remain the dominant
foreign power in Leb-
anon” and that “the
Syrians believe they
have a long-term stake
in Lebanon and are
determined to remain
intimately  involved
there regardless of
the costs”. “Syria's
involvement in the
Lebanese civil war
shaped the conflict's
course and outcome,
with Damascus even-
tually assuming the
role of a kingmaker,”
wrote the Arab Centre
Washington recently.
“Assad [...] recognised
Lebanon's  strategic
value in helping Syria
assert a leadership
role in the Arab world
when it managed Leb-
anon's affairs during
the civil war. Indeed,
maintaining influence
in Lebanon became a
matter of survival for
the regime in Damas-
cus”.

Gesture of loyalty
After the civil war,
Lebanon functioned in
the shadow of occupa-
tion, until 2005, when
Syrian forces were
forced to leave a year

after the assassina-
tion of former prime
minister Rafic Hariri,
who had embarked on
a mission to pull the
country out of Syria's
orbit. Despite that,
Syria's allies in Leba-
non, mainly Hezbol-
lah, kept Damascus's
influence afloat until
the Assad regime
dramatically fell in
December 2024 after
a swift offensive by
rebels who had fought
Hezbollah for vyears
while Hezbollah sup-
ported the regime.

Since then, the two
neighbouring countries
have been on differ-
ent paths. While both
are still struggling to
recover, Syria appears
to be edging towards

renewed economic
engagement, whereas
Lebanon remains

mired in a cycle of
financial, political and
security paralysis and
an expanding Israeli

occupation in  the
south.
Lebanon signed a

framework for a future
agreement with Israel
last month, echoing
a step taken by the
Syrian authorities to
negotiate an end to the
Israeli occupation too.
“Syria's interest lies
in co-ordinating with
Lebanon regarding that
file, so that each side
can have more cards
on the table of negotia-
tions with Israel,” said
the political source.
Visit to Tripoli

Last week, Mr Al
Shibani visited Tripoli,
the northern Lebanese
city that became one
of the strongest cen-
tres of support for the
uprising against the
former regime. “I want
to thank the people of
Tripoli for their warm
welcome. This visit
is a gesture of loyalty
to them, as they stood
by the Syrian revolu-
tion,” Mr Al Shibani
said, after being car-
ried on the shoulders
of supporters through
the streets of the city,
evoking images of
Syrian officials who
once received similar
greetings in Lebanon
during the Assad era.

Animal rescuer cares for pets and livestock
stranded by war in south Lebanon

In the village of Kfaroue in southern Lebanon, Hus-
sein Hamza makes his daily rounds to feed and
check on his furry and feathered charges.

The number of animals in his care has multiplied
since the outbreak of the latest Israeli war, as hun-
dreds of thousands of southern Lebanon residents
fled and were unable to take their pets or farm ani-
mals. In other cases, the owners were killed in Israeli
airstrikes. Some animals came to him wounded.
Dozens of dogs gather around Hamza, tails wag-
ging in anticipation, as he pushes a wheelbarrow
loaded with pieces of chicken to distribute among
them. Some of the dogs are missing limbs. One has
an infected wound on its foot that Hamza cleans. He
continues his rounds, carrying buckets of water into
a pen holding chickens and a pair of camels.
"During the war, people contacted us and told us
they had left their chickens behind because every-
one had to evacuate suddenly,”" Hamza said.
Although there were some airstrikes around
Kfaroue, the area was relatively calm compared to
areas closer to the border with Israel, where entire
villages have been demolished and large swathes of
land occupied by Israeli troops.

"They asked us to bring the chickens here, because
if they were left roaming free, foxes might eat
them, and otherwise they would die from hunger
and thirst," he said. "We managed to rescue only the
chickens we could reach — not all of them. There
were areas where the fighting was too intense and
we couldn't get there."

As the situation in the south has calmed under a
tentative truce, Hamza is waiting for the animals'
owners to return and reclaim them.

Hamza has been caring for animals since 2006. His
shelter named Mashala, meaning "what God has
willed," has been in its current location for seven
years.

As the war has increased the needs, it also has put
more pressure on his limited budget.

"When | first started, | paid for everything myself,"
Hamza said. "I had an agricultural business, and
| kept spending from my own money until 1 went
bankrupt."”

Then he created a Facebook page to solicit dona-
tions.

Hamza spends about $400 to $500 daily on food,
medical care, spaying and neutering, workers'
wages, fuel and repairs, he said.

It has become difficult to raise money with the coun-
try's many pressing humanitarian needs. Many who
have funds prefer making donations to initiatives
that help displaced or wounded people, he said.
Hamza understands, but said humans have an obli-
gation toward the animals that are dependent on
them.

"We shouldn't neglect these responsibilities because
of wars or because of the poverty we face," he said.
Ongoing uncertainty about the situation in Lebanon
and fears of a new escalation have dissuaded many
would-be pet owners from adopting, but some of
Hamza's dogs have found new homes.

Abbas Shoeib took home a handsome black pit bull
mix whose owners were killed in an airstrike.

"A dog needs someone to take care of him, and
when you take care of him, he will take care of
you," Shoeib said.
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TRENDY

HAIR CUTS
MOHAMAD

PH: 9597 3097

Shop 3, 495 Princes Highway,
Rockdale, NSW 2216

) s 6ylaly

Email:
HELEN@mfcf.com.au

Flowers for All Occasions
Specialising in Wedding & Funerals City
& Metropolitan Deliveries
gosmadl b plal V - s slondl &S | iy
Open Hours: Mon-Sat: 8am-7pm/ Sun: 9am-4pm
91A Fowler Rd. Merrylands NSW 2160
Ph: 02 9892 1564 - Fax: 02 9681 5989
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479 HENRY LAWSON ‘ 27 MITCHEL STREET ‘ 5/21 CARTER ROAD

DRIVE, MILPERA ENDFIELD MENAI

SPECIAL RUNS
08/07/26 TO 14/07/26
OR WHILE STOCKS LAST
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