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australianoftheyear.org.au

2026 el ddlyiiw 3l duasuidl

2026
DINNER

HOW TO THRIVE IN
AN UNCERTAIN WORLD

York University

unpredictability and global fragility
uncertainty, and complex systems

“Antifragility”

decision-making under uncertainty

e 18l

N

ABC

MACLAURIN HALL - UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY
(PARKING AVAILABLE NEW LAW BUILDING)

PARTNER: @ Q MONTESSORI

+  Advisor on systemic risk, resilience,

SCHOLARSHIP

PROF. NASSIM NICHOLAS TALEB

Lebanese-American Essayist, Scholar,
Risk Analyst & Author of The Black Swan

+  One of the most influential contemporary thinkers on

«  Author of bestselling works including The Black
Swan, Antifragile, and Skin in the Game
+ Internationally recognized for his work on probability,

«  Former derivatives trader and risk analyst with
decades of experience in global financial markets
+  Developed the concepts of “Black Swan events” and

and

+  Published extensively in mathematics, statistics,
philosophy, economics, and risk engineering

THE AUSTRALIAN LEBANESE FOUNDATION
WELCOMES YOUR ATTENDANCE AT THE:

WEDNESDAY
04 NOV

WITH OUR ESTEEMED GUEST SPEAKERS:

DR FADLO KHURI

President, American University of Beirut

THE ROLE OF UNIVERSITIES IN
EMPOWERING A BRIGHTER FUTURE
FOR THE LEBANESE AT HOME AND ABROAD

+  Distinguished Professor of Risk Engineering at New

+  DrFadlo's stewardship has been instrumental in
enhancing AUB's global reputation, reflected in its
dramatic rise in international rankings

+ Under his leadership, AUB has navigated economic
crises, the Port of Beirut explosion, and a pandemic,
while achieving major milestones, including:

+ reintroducing academic tenure

+ establishing AUB Online

+launching AUB Mediterraneo in Pafos, Cyprus,

the university’s first twin campus outside

Lebanon, and

+ securing the Keserwan Medical Center, AUB's

first community hospital in Lebanon

+In2025, elected a new fellow of the American

Academy of Arts and Sciences in the category of
Educational and Academic Leadership

¢ DRESS CODE BLACKTIE # STARTING7PM ¢ $250 e www.australianlebanesefoundation.com.au

SPONSORS:

RSVP: ALF@SYDNEY.EDU.AU

D
© cEoRGE SUSI TOUMA 0425271019

Mty
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- Fresh Cage, Free Range direct from the farm
- Duck and Quail Eggs

- Bagged Cow, Chicken and Sheep Manure

- Garden Care Products and Mulches

- Live young laying pullets, roosters and boiler chickens

- Dressed duck, pigeon, quail, rabbit, spatchcock and boiler

chickens

53-65 Ferrers Rd, Horsley Park, 2175

Ph: 9620 1267 www.fenechfamilyfarm.com.au

Halal chicken products
Whole fresh chickens
Chicken nuggets
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Liverpool celebrates
NAIDOC week

Liverpool City Council has marked another successful
NAIDOC Week, with thousands of residents coming together
at Edwin Wheeler Reserve to celebrate Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander culture, community, and achievement at the
2026 NAIDOC Family Fun Day.

Deputy Mayor Peter Harle said the event highlighted the
strength, pride, and continuing contribution of First Nations
communities across Liverpool.

“NAIDOC Week is an opportunity for our entire community
to come together in respect and celebration of the world’s
oldest living culture,” Cr Harle said.

“This year’s Family Fun Day was a fantastic reflection of that
spirit, bringing families together to learn, share and celebrate
culture through performances, activities and community con-
nection.”

Cr Harle said the event also provided an important opportu-
nity to recognise outstanding local leaders through the Liver-
pool NAIDOC Week Awards.

This year’s Liverpool NAIDOC Week Awards recognised
outstanding community leaders and contributors, with Aunty
Delphine Leslie named Community Elder of the Year, Uncle
Brad Bevis awarded Community Member of the Year, Yinnar
Yinarrgu Woman’s Group recognised as Community Group
of the Year, and Michellie Bevis named Young Person of the
Year.

“These award recipients represent the very best of our com-
munity: individuals and groups who dedicate themselves to
preserving culture, supporting others and strengthening com-
munity ties,” he said.

“On behalf of Liverpool City Council, I congratulate all award
winners and thank them for their ongoing contributions.”
The day featured a wide range of free, family-friendly activi-
ties including cultural performances by the Mariyong Danc-
ers, KARI spear throwing, a reptile petting zoo, inflatables,
face painting, community stalls, health checks, and a free
BBQ supported by the Bill Crews Foundation, along with free
ice cream and coffee.

Cr Harle also acknowledged the importance of partnership in
delivering the event.

“This celebration would not be possible without the support of
our community partners, volunteers, Elders and local organ-
isations who help ensure NAIDOC Week continues to grow
and thrive in Liverpool,” he said.

“Council is proud to stand alongside our First Nations com-
munity not just during NAIDOC Week, but every day of the
year.”
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Mitri announces observatory to
document violations of international
humanitarian law in Lebanon

Deputy Prime Minister Tarek Mitri announced that
the government "is working to create a permanent
observatory to document violations of international
humanitarian law in cooperation with countries and
international organizations, which could eventually
become a formal institution."

Speaking on the sidelines of a meeting of the
National Committee on International Humanitar-
ian Law, attended by Culture Minister Ghassan
Salameh, Environment Minister Tamara El-Zein,
Administrative Reform Minister Fadi Makki and
representatives of other concerned ministries, Mitri
said the committee had drafted a report on the issue
that is available for public consultation and should
be enriched with more testimonies, evidence and
legal arguments.

"The U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights
has created a team of international experts who are
currently in Lebanon and are independently col-
laborating with the Lebanese state to investigate
violations of international humanitarian law, nota-
bly the destruction of villages and towns, the Killing
of journalists and healthcare personnel, and attacks
on archaeological sites, heritage buildings and infra-
structure protected under international law," he said.
Lebanon is experiencing its second war in less than
three years between Hezbollah and Israel.

The Israeli army, which has occupied more than 600
square kilometers in southern Lebanon since the
outbreak of the current war on March 2, 2026, has
regularly carried out the systematic destruction of
villages and towns, civilian infrastructure such as
schools and hospitals, and deadly attacks on jour-
nalists and first responders

The issue of Israeli violations in southern Lebanon
and other regions has often been raised by interna-
tional organizations.

On July 9, Amnesty International published a report
identifying three attacks, on March 6, 12 and 13,
that destroyed "civilian homes" and killed 24 civil-
ians, including 12 children,” and that are likely to
constitute "war crimes."

The report also referenced complaints against Israel
over the apparently deliberate targeting of journal-
ists such as Issam Abdallah in 2023 and Amal Khalil
last April, both of whom were killed.

Mitri updated participants on his recent contacts,
notably during his latest visit to Geneva. He also
addressed the issue of detainees held in Israeli pris-
ons, saying he had "looked into this matter with
the International Committee of the Red Cross™ and
regretted "the lack of any cooperation from the
Israelis.”

Mitri also announced an international conference on
the law of armed conflict, to be held in Amman next
November.

US-Iran Escalation Revives

Lebanese Fears of War

Soubhi Amhaz:

Renewed escalation between the United States and Iran
has raised fears in Lebanon that conflict could spread
to its southern border, as implementation of a frame-
work agreement between Lebanon and Israel remains
stalled and Israeli military operations continue.
Washington has resumed strikes on Iran, while Tehran
has responded by targeting US bases in the region.
The developments have shifted attention to the possi-
ble impact of US-Iranian tensions on Lebanon, where
the violence has been contained in recent months
despite continued Israeli airstrikes, assassinations and
demolitions. Israel has insisted on remaining in what it
calls a “security zone” in southern Lebanon.

Retired Brigadier General Hassan Jouni said the esca-
lation did not necessarily signal the collapse of the US-
Iranian agreement or a permanent halt to negotiations.
He said it could represent a period of mutual pres-
sure before the two sides return to the agreement after
addressing disputed points.

“The United States used military force more than once
and on a wide scale over about 40 days, and this is
the result that force produced,” Jouni told Asharg Al-
Awsat.

He said the outcome could encourage both sides to
continue maneuvering within the agreement’s limits
rather than abandon it entirely.

Jouni said the Lebanese front was directly tied to the
conflict involving Iran, the United States and Israel.
“If war resumes between Iran and the United States, |
do not think Hezbollah will remain on the sidelines” .
He added that the current situation in southern Lebanon
did not serve Hezbollah’s interests and that the group
could view a renewed confrontation as an opportunity
to alter the existing balance.

“If the agreement between Washington and Tehran is
disrupted and war returns, Hezbollah is likely to return
to confrontation as well, in an attempt to restore its
gains or improve its position in any later settlement,”
he said.

Retired Brigadier General Naji Malaeb also said the
latest US-Iranian developments did not necessarily
mean the collapse of the path toward an understanding.
He said the escalation remained contained, while
Washington appeared increasingly focused on imple-
menting the agreement concerning Lebanon.

“Talk of the agreement with Iran being over does not
necessarily mean that it has fallen apart permanently,
because Tehran itself has an interest in preserving room
for an understanding if conditions allow,” Malaeb told
Asharg Al-Awsat.

He said Lebanon’s initial refusal to attend the next
round of negotiations in Rome was linked to the meet-
ing’s format.

“It was not acceptable for it to appear as a direct Leb-
anese-Israeli meeting with low-level US representa-
tion,” he remarked.

Lebanon changed its position after Washington said
the meetings would be held at the US Embassy in
Rome and managed by US officials, Malaeb said.

He added that Lebanon tied its participation to the
implementation of the first part of the agreement, par-
ticularly the pilot arrangement in two areas, before
meetings scheduled for July 15 and 16

Malaeb note the recent US activity showed direct inter-
est in the Lebanese file, citing the US ambassador’s
meetings with Lebanese officials, a lengthy meeting
with Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri — a key Hezbol-
lah ally - and a visit by US Central Command chief
General Brad Cooper.

He said the appointment of US General Joseph
Clearfield to oversee the agreement’s implementation,
along with reports that he would move to Lebanon and
work from the US Embassy, was a further sign of US
seriousness.

Malaeb said Iran knew it would not receive permanent
guarantees and would therefore continue to preserve
its regional allies for as long as possible.

He stressed Hezbollah’s tougher position reflected
Iran’s stance.

What Does Removing Syria from the US
List of State Sponsors of Terrorism Mean?

President Donlad Trump and President Ahamed Al Sharaa

Riyadh: Asharg Al Awsat

The US administration’s decision to begin the process
of removing Syria from its list of State Sponsors of
Terrorism (SST) - where it has remained since 1979 -
marks the country’s most significant political and eco-
nomic shift in decades.

The designation was more than a political label; it
served as the legal cornerstone of the extensive US
sanctions architecture imposed on Syria. Its removal
could reopen the door to trade, investment, and large-
scale reconstruction.

The announcement followed what Washington
described as “positive changes” by the Syrian gov-
ernment and formal assurances from Syrian President
Ahmed al-Sharaa that Syria would not support acts of
international terrorism in the future.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio subsequently notified
Congress of President Donald Trump’s intention to
rescind the designation after the required 45-day con-
gressional notification period, describing the move as
“historic” and saying it offers Syria a genuine oppor-
tunity to rebuild and open a new chapter for its people.
Syrian officials welcomed the decision. Finance Min-
ister Mohammad Yosr Barnieh called it “a historic
moment” heralding a new era of prosperity, invest-
ment, and economic recovery. He said the move would
open a new chapter for the Syrian economy, accelerate
recovery, encourage investment, and facilitate Syria’s
reintegration into the global economy.

Central Bank Governor Safwat Raslan likewise
described the decision as “a positive turning point”
that would strengthen confidence, attract investment,
and help reintegrate Syria into the global financial
system. He reaffirmed the central bank’s commitment
to reforms, monetary stability, and long-term economic
recovery.

In practical terms, the decision paves the way for
Syrian banks to gradually reconnect with the global
financial system, correspondent banking networks, and
the SWIFT international payments system. The terror-
ism designation had effectively prevented foreign cor-
respondent banks from dealing with Syrian financial
institutions for fear of US legal penalties.
Reintegration could improve access to trade finance
and sharply reduce the cost of remittances from Syr-
ians abroad. For years, expatriates have relied on costly
informal channels to circumvent sanctions. Easier
remittance flows would provide a direct boost to house-
hold incomes and financial stability.

For years, US secondary sanctions linked to the terror-
ism designation discouraged foreign companies from
participating in reconstruction projects, fearing hefty
fines or exclusion from the US market.

Highlighting the policy shift, the US administration
quoted Trump as telling Al-Sharaa: “l promised to
remove all the barriers preventing you from rebuilding
your country, and very soon you will finally be able
to do so.” Trump also said US companies are already
interested in investing in Syria.

Removing the designation significantly reduces repu-
tational risk and gives multinational companies greater
legal and procedural certainty to invest in infrastruc-
ture, real estate, telecommunications, and other sectors.
Foreign trade is also expected to benefit. Previous
restrictions limited imports of advanced industrial
equipment and technology classified as *“dual-use”
goods with potential civilian and military applications.
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PH: 9597 3097

Shop 3, 495 Princes Highway,
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Email:
HELEN@mfcf.com.au

Flowers for All Occasions
Specialising in Wedding & Funerals City
& Metropolitan Deliveries
gosmadl b plal V - s slondl &S | iy
Open Hours: Mon-Sat: 8am-7pm/ Sun: 9am-4pm
91A Fowler Rd. Merrylands NSW 2160
Ph: 02 9892 1564 - Fax: 02 9681 5989
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479 HENRY LAWSON ‘ 27 MITCHEL STREET ‘ 5/21 CARTER ROAD

DRIVE, MILPERA ENDFIELD MENAI

SPECIAL RUNS
15/07/26 TO 21/07/26
OR WHILE STOCKS LAST
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