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THE AUSTRALIAN LEBANESE FOUNDATION
WELCOMES YOUR ATTENDANCE AT THE:

2026
SCHOLARSHIP
DINNER

WITH OUR ESTEEMED GUEST SPEAKERS:

Lebanese-American Essayist, Scholar,

HOW TO THRIVE IN
AN UNCERTAIN WORLD

York University
unpredictability and global fragility

Swan, Antifragile, and Skin in the Game
+ Internationally recognized for his work on
uncertainty, and complex systems
«  Former derivatives trader and risk analyst

“Antifragility”
«  Advisor on systemic risk, resilience, and
decision-making under uncertainty

MACLAURIN HALL - UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY
(PARKING AVAILABLE NEW LAW BUILDING)

MONTESSORI

PARTNER: @

SPONSORS:

PROF. NASSIM NICHOLAS TALEB

+  One of the most influential contemporary thinkers on

«  Author of bestselling works including The Black

decades of experience in global financial markets
+  Developed the concepts of “Black Swan events” and

+  Published extensively in mathematics, statistics,
philosophy, economics, and risk engineering

Risk Analyst & Author of The Black Swan

THE ROLE OF UNIVERSITIES IN
EMPOWERING A BRIGHTER FUTURE
FOR THE LEBANESE AT HOME AND ABROAD
+  Distinguished Professor of Risk Engineering at New
+  DrFadlo's stewardship has been instrumental in
enhancing AUB's global reputation, reflected in its
dramatic rise in international rankings
+ Under his leadership, AUB has navigated economic
crises, the Port of Beirut explosion, and a pandemic,
while achieving major milestones, including:
+ reintroducing academic tenure
+ establishing AUB Online
+launching AUB Mediterraneo in Pafos, Cyprus,
the university’s first twin campus outside
Lebanon, and
+ securing the Keserwan Medical Center, AUB's
first community hospital in Lebanon
+In2025, elected a new fellow of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences in the category of
Educational and Academic Leadership

probability,

with

DR FADLO KHURI

President, American University of Beirut

WEDNESDAY
04 NOV

¢ DRESS CODE BLACKTIE # STARTING7PM ¢ $250 e www.australianlebanesefoundation.com.au

RSVP: ALF@SYDNEY.EDU.AU
SUSI TOUMA 0425271019
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- Fresh Cage, Free Range direct from the farm
- Duck and Quail Eggs

- Bagged Cow, Chicken and Sheep Manure

- Garden Care Products and Mulches

- Live young laying pullets, roosters and boiler chickens

- Dressed duck, pigeon, quail, rabbit, spatchcock and boiler

chickens

53-65 Ferrers Rd, Horsley Park, 2175

Ph: 9620 1267 www.fenechfamilyfarm.com.au

Halal chicken products
Whole fresh chickens
Chicken nuggets
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The American Visitand the Possibilities

President Donald Trump and President Joseph Aoun

Radwan al-Sayyed

Lebanese President Joseph Aoun's visit to the United
States, carried every sign of optimism. Aoun laid out
his two-point plan: first, demanding Israel’s with-
drawal. The second was US assistance on two fronts:
sustained pressure on Israel to withdraw, and support
for the Lebanese army to enable it to cover the areas
south of the Litani that Israel is vacating. Israel’s
withdrawal in fact began on July 21 and 22. More
important is what was said openly about the political
dimensions and the internal arrangements. Trump
told Aoun: if you wish, we are ready to talk to Hez-
bollah. The conversation, however, turned instead to
parliament Speaker Nabih Berri. Aoun praised him
as a statesman; Trump took him for a good man and
a patriot who would agree to the "framework agree-
ment" - all the more so since it delivers his principal
demand, a ceasefire and a withdrawal. Berri seemed
pleased with the exchange, remarking: "It seems the
Americans understand me better than some Leba-
nese!"

There has to be talk of both the present and the
future, even as the gradual withdrawal advances.
The questions of the present focuses on lIsrael's
reservations about the timing of a full withdrawal,
which the framework agreement leaves unclear.
On another front, regional tensions continue to rise
remains amid American threats to escalate attacks
and strikes, and Iran’s threat to expand the war, as
seen in the Houthi assaults, in the attacks by pro-
Iran Iragi militias along Irag's border with Kuwait,
and in continuing lranian strikes on Kuwait, Bah-
rain, and Jordan.

The Hezbollah's hand in Lebanon remains on the
trigger. Will it push Hezbollah to act as well as its
principal arm in the Arab region? The party called
the president's visit to America a failure despite the
positive position by Berri, whom they regard as the
big brother and who ordinarily negotiates on their
behalf. Other experts believe that the party will
not turn to escalation this time, as more than half
a million southerners have returned home after a
brutal displacement that cost thousands of lives and
immense destruction. Fresh displacement could not
be borne if the party resumed its provocations after
the south's tragedy was brought on by seven rock-
ets the party fired to avenge Khamenei.In America
the Lebanese president repeated what he had said
many times before. The aim of the negotiations is to
achieve peace and end the state of enmity between
the two states and the two peoples. This was among
the things held against him, for a lasting peace
requires a broad internal consensus that does not
exist. It also requires coordination with the Arab
states, Saudi Arabia and Syria among them. Trump,
for his part, still insists that peace hinges on every-
one joining the Abraham Accords.

The Lebanese president has pulled off two achieve-
ments that could not have been imagined two
months ago. In its memorandum of understanding
with Iran, the United States had agreed that Iran
would have a role in the ceasefire in south Lebanon,
owing to its ties with Hezbollah. Lebanon, however,
wanted independent, direct negotiations with Israel,
beholden to no one. The second achievement was
his trip to America, honored and esteemed and on
his own, after the original notion had been a meet-
ing with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
at the White House. The third and greatest achieve-
ment remains the Israeli army's exit from south Leb-
anon, if it comes without further pain.

Between the Rhetoric and Reality

Antoine Douaihy

It takes insight, a cool head, and a clear vision to
penetrate Lebanon's obscurity. The Iranian axis in
Lebanon increasingly borrows from the narrative
Lebanese national project to describe itself despite
the sharp contradiction between their positions,
invoking slogans such as "sovereignty,independent
decision-making," and "freedom from foreign depen-
dence.”

An observer from afar might ask: Has everything,
then, become open to discussion and compromise?
Can the Lebanese project, which is engaged in direct
negotiations with Israel, be reconciled with the Ira-
nian project, which (despite the resumption of fight-
ing) continues to place its hopes in direct talks with
the United States? Are the two merely sides of the
same coin?

Absolutely not. The opposite is true. The Lebanese
and Iranian projects are now at the height of an exis-
tential confrontation.

If the "pilot areas" currently under discussion are
meant to bring back institutions of the state proper to
those territories, making the state their sole admin-
istrative, security, judicial, and economic authority,
then the Iranian axis would much prefer that they
remain under Israeli occupation.

The uncertainty around claims that resemble one
another in form but contradict one another in sub-
stance becomes clear. When the Iranians speak of
Israel’s withdrawal and Lebanon's recovery of sover-
eignty over its territory, what it means is that Hezbol-
lah and its allies should take control of the liberated
areas. In its view, Lebanon is the Iranian axis in Leb-
anon, and nothing else.

That is why Axis supporters are so insistent that Iran
be entrusted with negotiations to secure Lebanon's
liberation, reconstruction, and every other demand.
There is no room for the Lebanese state- in the world-
view of the Iranian axis, it does not truly exist at all.
Its representatives have therefore declared the Leb-
anese-Israeli negotiations null and void from the
outset, arguing that Israel is effectively "negotiating
with itself."

Soon after taking power in 1979, Iran's Islamic Rev-
olution devoted more than four decades of immense
financial, military, organizational, ideological, and
media effort to achieving two major objectives.

The first was to establish a state subordinate to the
Iranian axis within the state of Greater Lebanon and
outside its authority. That objective was achieved.
The second was to penetrate the institutions of
Greater Lebanon by every possible means, com-
promising them and operating through them. That
objective, too, was achieved to a considerable extent.
Crucial to this success was the firm alliance between
the Islamic Republic of Iran, governed under the
doctrine of the supreme leader, and the Assad fam-
ily's Syria. This alliance endured throughout three
decades of Syrian domination over Lebanon, with
American and Western authorization and Arab acqui-
escence.

After Syria's sudden withdrawal from Lebanon in
2005, the lranian axis succeeded in consolidating
its control over the country, particularly through the
2005 "Quadripartite Alliance," the 2006 Mar Mikhael
Agreement, and the 2016 presidential settlement.
The prevailing formula was simple: give us your
approval - or your silence - regarding our policies,
and in return take whatever positions, deals, and
benefits you desire. Those who objected were elimi-
nated or neutralized, and the Land of the Cedars was
dragged to the bottom of the abyss.

If the Lebanese state is to assume control of the terri-
tories freed from Israeli occupation, the Iranian axis
would reject the arrangement outright. If, however,
control is handed to compromised elements embed-
ded within the state, the axis would welcome it,
because matters will return to the way they were.
The Lebanese state must establish a monopoly over
arms. It also faces an even more difficult challenge:
liberating itself from the forces that have infiltrated
and compromised it.

What to Know About Iran’s Pickaxe
Mountain, Underground Nuclear Site?

Pickaxe mountain

U.S. President Donald Trump has repeatedly issued
threats to bomb an under-construction Iranian nuclear
site buried deep under a mountain as the two nations
exchange blows over the Strait of Hormuz.

The site, known as Kuh-e Kolang Gaz La, or "Pick-
axe Mountain," lies on the south side of Iran's Natanz
nuclear enrichment site, which was bombed by the
United States during Operation Midnight Hammer in
2025's 12-day war between Iran and Israel. But Pickaxe
Mountain has remained untouched as Iran continues to
dig at the site.

Protected by anti-aircraft batteries, fencing and Iran's
paramilitary Revolutionary Guard, the facility sprawls
across 2.7 square kilometers (1 square mile) in the
country's arid Central Plateau. It has multiple entrances
visible from satellite images.

Experts say the size of the construction project indicates
Iran will likely be able to use the underground facility
to enrich uranium as well as to build centrifuges.

Such underground facilities led the U.S. to create the
GBU-57 bomb, which can plow through at least 60
meters (200 feet) of earth before detonating, accord-
ing to the American military. U.S. officials reportedly
have discussed using two such bombs in succession to
ensure a site is destroyed. It is not clear that such a one-
two punch would damage a facility as deep as the one
at Pickaxe Mountain.

Trump initially sought to downplay Pickaxe Mountain
by bringing up Iran's stockpile of highly enriched ura-
nium. Iran had enriched uranium up to nearly weapons-
grade levels of 60% before the 2025 strikes. In the time
since, Iran is not known to have restarted enrichment
and its stockpile is believed to be at still at the bombed
enrichment sites.

"We follow the material, that's where the action is,"
Trump told journalists.

Trump, however, said Pickaxe Mountain was a poten-
tial target for American bombers as back-and-forth
attacks between Iran and the U.S. rage on.

Iran says that areas around its only nuclear power plant
at Bushehr have already come under attack during the
war, though no damage was done to its Russian-run
reactor. Tehran also said the U.S. attacked the cleared
area where it plans to build the Darkhovin nuclear
plant, though the U.N.'s International Atomic Energy
Agency says there was no atomic material there the last
time they inspected the site.

The only nuclear power plant in the United Arab Emir-
ates, its four-reactor facility at Barakah, also has been
targeted during the war. Iran has since warned that it
would take unspecified "required actions™ to respond
to the Darkhovin attack.

In 2025, the U.S. bombed Iran's nuclear sites at Fordo,
Isfahan and Natanz. All three had conducted uranium
enrichment. At the time of the 2025 war and the recent
Iran war, both Israel and the U.S. said they aimed to
stop Iran from ever be able to build a nuclear weapon.

However, even before the recent wars Iranian offi-
cials have increasingly threatened to pursue an atomic
bomb. The late Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, killed Feb. 28 in the opening moments of
the war, issued a verbal fatwa, or religious ruling, that
nuclear weapons were un-Islamic.

To build a usable weapon, Iran would first need to
enrich uranium up to 90% purity. It would then need
to build an actual bomb, and then likely also need to
miniaturize it and mount it on a ballistic missile. That
process would take months or years, and would face
the risk of discovery by Israeli or U.S. intelligence in
the meantime.
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Department’s Fifteenth Avenue plans flawed

Liverpool Mayor Ned Mannoun has expressed disappoint-
ment at Transport for NSW’s apparent rejection of Liv-
erpool City Council’s proposal for the Fifteenth Avenue
corridor, urging the department to reconsider in the inter-
ests of Southwest Sydney’s future.

The proposal, developed by Liverpool City Council, would
save up to 90 homes from demolition and reduce construc-
tion costs by an estimated $1 billion, while still delivering
a vital transport corridor to support growth around Austral
and connections to Western Sydney International Airport.

Mayor Mannoun said Council’s position has always been
to work constructively with TENSW to achieve the best
possible outcome, however according to a media report,
Transport “does not see the possibility of this alternate
design”.

Mayor Mannoun said: “We believe our proposal strikes the
right balance between delivering essential infrastructure
and minimising impacts on local families.

“Itis a practical, cost-effective option that deserves serious
reconsideration.”

“Itis significant that — according to media reports — experts
supported Council’s proposal and took TfNSW to task,
saying “the Fifteenth Avenue upgrade plan contradicts
government policy and the project’s original objective of
supporting public transport”.

The Mayor also addressed TINSW claims that no substan-
tive planning work had been undertaken by Council on the
corridor, describing that assertion as incorrect.

“In 2017, Liverpool City Council secured Special Infra-

structure Contributions funding from the NSW Govern-
ment to undertake detailed investigations and design work
for the Fifteenth Avenue upgrade, including progressing a
business case aligned with the FAST corridor vision,” he
said.

“That work was well advanced, informed by technical
studies and community considerations, and remains pub-
licly available.”

Mayor Mannoun said that in 2021, Transport for NSW
assumed control of the project before Council could com-
plete the full business case, and that Council’s substantial
body of work should form part of any ongoing planning.
“It is important that the work already completed is prop-
erly recognised and built upon,” he said.

“Council has invested significant time, resources and
expertise into developing a corridor that is future-focused
and responsive to the needs of a rapidly growing region.”
The Mayor reiterated that Council has consistently advo-
cated for a high-quality, future-proof transport solution
and played a key role in securing major funding commit-
ments from both State and Federal governments.

“We have done the groundwork, we have advocated
strongly, and we remain ready to collaborate. This is about
delivering the infrastructure our communities need in a
way that is responsible, efficient and respectful,” he said,
again calling on TfNSW to revisit the proposal.

“We ask the State Government to take another look at this
option in the spirit of partnership,” he said.

“By working together and recognising the planning already
undertaken, we can deliver a corridor that meets the needs
of our growing community while protecting local homes
and making the best use of public funds.”

“Our residents deserve a solution that gets this right for the
long term.”

Media Contact:

Alan Gale  communications@liverpool.nsw.gov.au
0429 892 639
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Thursday 30 July 2026 Issue No. 4232

479 HENRY LAWSON ‘ 27 MITCHEL STREET ‘ 5/21 CARTER ROAD

DRIVE, MILPERA ENDFIELD MENAI

SPECIAL RUNS
29/07/26 TO 04/08/26
OR WHILE STOCKS LAST
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