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Contact me at: P 97079522 E Mayor@cbcity.nsw.gov.au

K1 @MayorBilalElHayek @Bilal.ElHayek [J @ClrBilalElHayek

“My Journey to Surgery,
Shadows and Sunshine.”

GCSJ, MD, PHD, FRCS, FRCSI, FACS, FICS (HON), FASMBS,
FINS (HON), FIMSA (HON)

Professor Hakim is a British-Lebanese professor
of transplantation surgery at Imperial College
London and general surgeon at the Cleveland
Clinic London. He performed London'’s first
pancreas transplant and was part of the surgical
team that performed the world’s first hand
transplantation. He is also a writer, musician
and sculptor, and He is President-Elect of The
Transplantation Society.

THE UNIVERSITY
OF SYDNEY

Law Building Annex
Building F10A,

Level O, Theatre 024

WEDNESDAY
23 SEPT

5.00 PM

Food and Refreshments

FREE EVENT

PLUS LIFE LESSONS
THAT CAN CHANGE
THE WAY YOU STUDY,
WORK AND LEAD

Tap or scan
the QR code

5.30 - 6.30 PM to book

Lecture and QA

FOR INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT SUSI TOUMA ON 0425271019

australianlebanesefoundation.com.au

N

MONTESSORI

PARTNER: ACADEMY

SPONSORS:
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- Fresh Cage, Free Range direct from the farm
- Duck and Quail Eggs

- Bagged Cow, Chicken and Sheep Manure

- Garden Care Products and Mulches

- Live young laying pullets, roosters and boiler chickens

- Dressed duck, pigeon, quail, rabbit, spatchcock and boiler

chickens

53-65 Ferrers Rd, Horsley Park, 2175

Ph: 9620 1267 www.fenechfamilyfarm.com.au

Halal chicken products
Whole fresh chickens
Chicken nuggets
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Israel says wants
'more serious' talks with Lebanon

Doron Spielman

A U.S. State Department spokesperson has said that
Hezbollah "bears sole responsibility for Israel's pres-
ence on Lebanese soil," following the latest deadly
Israeli strikes in south Lebanon.
"This is precisely why Hezbollah must be disarmed
and dismantled,” the spokesperson said.
"The pilot zone process remains the only viable path to
long-term peace and security for Lebanon and Israel.
We look forward to the LAF's (Lebanese Army's)
completion of clearance operations in the first pilot
zones and, after clearance is verified, the process will
expand. The disarmament of Hezbollah is an integral
part of this process," the spokesperson added.
They said that the United States will continue to sup-
port the Trilateral Framework "“in keeping with our
interest in regional stability, the prevention of further
conflict, and President Trump's agenda of promoting
peace between nations."
The spokesperson added that "Hezbollah has been the
primary obstacle to Lebanon's economic recovery, the
only blemish on its international reputation, and the
biggest threat to the safety and stability of Lebanon."
"It bears sole responsibility for Israel's presence on
Lebanese soil. This is precisely why Hezbollah must
be disarmed and dismantled,” they added.
Meanwhile, Israel wants new and more ambitious
U.S.-brokered talks with Lebanon after carrying out
deadly strikes targeting Hezbollah, a spokesman for
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said.
The Israeli strikes against Hezbollah "should jump-
start the talks and make them much more serious, not
do the opposite", Netanyahu spokesman Doron Spiel-
man told AFP.
"And I think it will. It will hopefully move these talks
along because the enemy here is clear and the enemy
is Hezbollah," he said.
Israel said that it carried out the strikes after Hezbol-
lah attacked inside what Israel calls a security zone
inside southern Lebanon. Three Israeli soldiers were
seriously injured, Netanyahu's office said.
Spielman said Israel was still upholding a U.S.-bro-
kered agreement that calls for Lebanon's fledgling
security forces to take gradual control and remove
Hezbollah, a Shiite movement backed by Iran's cleri-
cal state that has long played a central role in Lebanon.
"We believe in the agreement. We very much hope
that the Lebanese Armed Forces are going to be able
to step into the foray, and together we're going to
remove Hezbollah from the picture,” Spielman said.
Israel said it responded by attacking a headquarters
of Hezbollah's elite Radwan force, killing commander
Ali Samir Al-Haj Hassan.
It acknowledged that Hassan's family members were
with them and said they were not the target.

Lebanese authorities said nine people were killed
including several children in the Ansar strike, as well
as four more people in a separate strike.

Passenger 53 on Flight 103: The
Lebanese-American Haunted
by Lockerbie in Life and Death

Khaled Nazir Jafaar haunted by Lockerbie

On Dec. 21, 1988, Lebanese-American Khaled Nazir Jafaar
boarded Pan Am Flight 103, traveling from Frankfurt to
New York via London. He could not have known that the
journey would end over the quiet Scottish town of Locker-
bie or that his death would become entangled in one of the
20th century’s most complex criminal and political investi-
gations.

The Boeing 747 exploded over Lockerbie, killing 270
people. As wreckage scattered across the Scottish country-
side, Jafaar’s story was transformed from that of a young
immigrant with plans for his future into the subject of
conspiracy theories, accusations and intelligence intrigue
stretching from Beirut to Washington.

The case has returned to public attention with “The Bomb-
ing of Pan Am 103,” a BBC-Netflix drama starring Patrick
J. Adams and Peter Mullan. Beyond the politics of the inter-
national prosecution, the series examines the victims, their
families and the initial investigation. Among those stories is
Jafaar’s. The architecture student, who occupied seat 53K,
became a focus of early suspicion largely because of his
background.

Born in Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley, Jafaar grew up in a family
that emigrated to the United States and settled in Detroit,
Michigan. At 20, he was studying architecture and hoped
to build his future there. A winter trip to Lebanon to visit
family before Christmas abruptly ended those plans.

In the immediate aftermath of the bombing, investigators
scrutinizing the passenger list quickly focused on Jafaar, the
only Arab aboard the flight. His Lebanese origins and the
fact that his journey began in Frankfurt fueled theories that
he might have been a suicide bomber or an unwitting car-
rier of explosives planted in his luggage by Palestinian or
Iranian groups.

The theory alleged that, because of his travel between Leba-
non and Germany, Jafaar had been unwittingly drawn into
a drug-smuggling network operating under the protection of
the CIAand US Drug Enforcement Administration as part of
a covert operation linked to efforts to secure the release of
American hostages held in Beirut.

According to that scenario, the Popular Front for the Lib-
eration of Palestine-General Command penetrated the pro-
tected route at Frankfurt Airport and substituted a suitcase
containing a radio packed with Semtex for a drug ship-
ment associated with Jafaar. The bomb was then allegedly
transferred through a feeder flight to London Heathrow and
loaded aboard Flight 103 without inspection.

But forensic evidence presented before the special Scottish
court ultimately pointed investigators in another direction.
Travel records and subsequent inquiries established that
Jafaar had not checked luggage into the Boeing 747’s cargo
hold. He carried two small pieces of hand luggage into the
passenger cabin, including a cylindrical cloth bag.

After the explosion, investigators recovered both bags
largely intact near Langholm, about 13 kilometers east of
Lockerbie. They still contained Jafaar’s identification,
wallet and some cash.

Technical examinations found no traces of explosives, burn-
ing or internal charring in his hand luggage. The findings
showed that the bomb had detonated in the main baggage
container, away from Jafaar and his seat, undermining
claims that he had knowingly or unknowingly carried the
explosives.

The court cleared Jafaar of involvement and convicted
Libyan intelligence officer Abdelbaset al-Megrahi, conclud-
ing that the bomb suitcase had originated in Malta rather
than through Jafaar in Frankfurt.

USEngagedin Shuttle Diplomacy
between Lebanon, Israel to
Salvage the Negotiations

General Joseph Clearfield at Ain Eltineh

Head of the Military Coordination Group for Lebanon
(MCGAL) US General Joseph Clearfield met last week with
top officials in Beirut as part of follow up efforts with Leba-
non and Israel on the military aspect of the framework agree-
ment signed between the two countries in June.

The United States has been trying to broker an end to fighting
between Israel and Hezbollah, which has raged since March
in parallel with the wider US-Israeli war against Iran.

The June agreement says the Lebanese army will gradually
restore control over all of Lebanon, disarming Hezbollah.
The first phase began in two pilot zones. The talks did not,
however, produce an agreement on the next area from which
Israeli troops would withdraw so that Lebanese troops could
take control.

Clearfield, US Ambassador to Lebanon Michel Issa and the
accompanying military delegation, visited on Friday Speaker
Nabih Berri in Ain el-Tineh.

The discussions, which were attended by Berri’s Media
Advisor Ali Hamdan, touched on the situation in southern
Lebanon, as well as the Group’s work in light of the start
of identifying the pilot areas and establishing a mechanism
to verify the Israeli withdrawal and the deployment of the
Lebanese Army.

Berri stressed that "Israel has not ceased its violations and
attacks against Lebanon and the south since November
2024," adding that the attacks have continued systematically,
involving the destruction of villages, bulldozing of fields and
agricultural areas, and the burning of forested areas, "not to
mention targeting heritage sites and cultural heritage."

Berri said that "the key to stability remains compelling Israel
to halt its war and withdraw to the international borders."
Asked about the talks between Lebanon and Israel and the
date of the next round, Ambasssador Issa said: "The negotia-
tions will continue, but no date has been set yet."

The US delegation also visited Prime Minister Nawaf Salam
at the Grand Serail to discuss the military aspect of the nego-
tiation framework and developments in southern Lebanon.
Salam stressed the need for Israel to halt its destruction oper-
ations, expand the scope of the pilot zones, and establish a
clear timetable for Israeli withdrawal from Lebanese terri-
tory.

Previous rounds of talks had focused on the sequence of the
Israeli withdrawal, the deployment of the Lebanese Army,
and the verification mechanism, without reaching a decision
on moving to a new area. Issa reiterated this point on Friday,
stating that defining the status of the current areas must pre-
cede discussions about other areas.

Clearfield arrived in Beirut on Wednesday from Tel Aviv,
where he had held talks with Israeli officials.

In the Lebanese capital, he met with President Joseph Aoun
and Army Commander General Rodolphe Haykal before
departing again for Tel Aviv later that afternoon. He returned
to Beirut on Friday.

During that stop in Beirut, Clearfield discussed measures
related to implementing the framework agreement and devel-
opments in southern Lebanon, at a time when the implemen-
tation process continues to face issues related to the Israeli
withdrawal, the deployment of the Lebanese Army, the
verification mechanism, and the transition to additional pilot
areas.
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479 HENRY LAWSON ‘ 27 MITCHEL STREET ‘ 5/21 CARTER ROAD

DRIVE, MILPERA ENDFIELD MENAI

SPECIAL RUNS
19/08/26 TO 25/08/26
OR WHILE STOCKS LAST
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