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Jounieh Suites
Kaslik Main Rd
Jounieh Lebanon
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Mob: 961 3 606 145
www.jouniehsuites.com
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- Fresh Cage, Free Range direct from the farm
- Duck and Quail Eggs

- Bagged Cow, Chicken and Sheep Manure

- Garden Care Products and Mulches

- Live young laying pullets, roosters and boiler chickens

- Dressed duck, pigeon, quail, rabbit, spatchcock and boiler

chickens

53-65 Ferrers Rd, Horsley Park, 2175

Ph: 9620 1267 www.fenechfamilyfarm.com.au

Halal chicken products
Whole fresh chickens
Chicken nuggets
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The 'Ali al-Taher' Battle: A Test of Hezbollah’s Capabilities

-Beirut: Paula Astih:

The battle for the “Ali al-Taher” heights is placing
Hezbollah before a difficult test that goes beyond its
ability to defend the hill and prevent its fall. It also
tests the effectiveness of the military strategies it
has recently developed after conventional strategies
failed over the past two years to counter Israel’s
military and technological superiority.

Can Israel, through firepower, air power and surveil-
lance, suffocate the force deployed in the area and
undermine the conditions needed for its survival?
Or can the underground fortifications, tunnels, stor-
age facilities and combat capabilities prepared by
Hezbollah give it room to continue wearing down
Israeli forces and prolong the confrontation?
Ability to Maneuver

Retired Brigadier General Bahaa Hallal says that,
regarding Hezbollah’s military position, “the land
still has strategic value for it, but its defensive value
automatically declines if it shifts from a controlled
area to an exposed area under surveillance.” He
explains: “The party’s core strength is not simply
holding the hilltop, but its ability to operate in depth
and particularly in the surrounding area, while Israel
seeks to turn its air and intelligence superiority into
permanent ground superiority.”

Hallal told that “the main challenge facing Hezbol-
lah is maintaining its ability to maneuver. If Israel
manages to establish a presence, impose a buffer
zone around the hill and prevent the party from
moving, the balance of power will gradually begin
to shift in its favor.”

In this context, underground fortifications are
among the most important tools available to the
defender. They can reduce the impact of air supe-
riority, preserve a degree of continuity and surviv-
ability, and prevent the battle from being decided
simply by control of the ground surface. Hallal cau-
tions, however, that fortifications that provide pro-
tection from bombardment can become a burden if
the area around them becomes besieged or isolated.
Isolated Pockets?

According to Hallal, this raises the central question
in the “Ali al-Taher” battle: “Do the underground
facilities still constitute an integrated network for
maneuvering and communication, or have they
become isolated pockets?”

Hallal says the ability to make decisions, communi-
cate and implement them, while maintaining com-
munication channels under pressure, will be among
the main challenges facing Hezbollah. However,
Hezbollah’s model, historically based on a degree
of decentralization and flexibility, may mean that
targeting a local position or commander would
not necessarily be enough to bring down the entire
system.

Hallal says the party’s strengths include geographi-
cal knowledge, organizational depth, the ability to
exploit the mountainous terrain, and the capacity
to continue operating despite losing positions. By
contrast, he identifies Israel’s superiority in surveil-

lance and air power, as well as the risk of isolation,
as its main weaknesses.

He says that if Israel succeeds in separating “Ali
al-Taher” from Hezbollah’s broader operational the-
ater, the force there will face a more difficult defen-
sive situation. He also considers the destruction of
villages, roads and homes to be a major strategic
pressure because it strikes part of the social and
geographical environment in which any local force
operates.

A Network of Tunnels

Retired Brigadier General George Nader describes
the “Ali al-Taher” hill as being of major tactical
importance because it overlooks a wide area north
of the Litani River and large parts of the area south
of it. He also points to its historical significance, as
it was previously under Israeli occupation.

Nader told that, according to the information on
which he relies, the hill is an important position
for the command of the Radwan Forces. It contains
underground facilities and a network of tunnels
linked to ammunition, logistics, missiles, drones,
fighters and operations rooms.

A Bargaining Chip in Negotiations

Nader believes that Israeli control of the hill would
give Israel greater leverage and a greater ability to
impose its terms in future rounds of negotiations,
particularly if it manages to turn military control
into an established reality on the ground.

He believes Israel’s destructive and technological
capabilities make the targeting of these facilities and
tunnels a possibility, warning that the presence of
large quantities of ammunition and missiles in the
area could mean that any large-scale destruction
operation would have major repercussions.

Major Israeli Attack

Based on this, Nader expects a major Israeli attack
to seize the hill, considering that the objective could
have political implications for Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu, who seeks to use control
of the site to demonstrate that he has succeeded in
striking Hezbollah’s command center in the south,
thereby enhancing the security of the northern settle-
ments on the eve of Israeli electoral events.

As for Hezbollah’s options in response, Nader
believes they appear limited given the difficulty of
movement south of the Litani River. This, in his
assessment, makes it difficult to divert Israeli forces
or force them to disperse their efforts by opening
other fronts of movement in the area.

World Bank projects Lebanon economy to contract by 6.4% due to war

The World Bank has projected that Lebanon's economy
would contract by 6.4 percent this year, as the latest Israel-
Hezbollah war derailed the country's efforts at recovery.
Lebanon has been dealing with an unprecedented financial
crisis since 2019 and was still reeling from the 2024 Israel-
Hezbollah war when the Iran-backed group drew it into the
Middle East conflict by attacking Israel in March. Israel
responded with a heavy air campaign and ground invasion
that Lebanese authorities say have killed more than 4,300
people.

Due to the war, "real GDP is projected to contract by 6.4
percent in 2026, reflecting the collapse in tourism, weaker
consumption, disrupted supply chains, heightened insecu-

rity, and prolonged displacement,” the World Bank said in
a report.

Inflation is also expected to rise to 17.5 percent this year,
"driven by supply disruptions, higher shipping costs, and
rising oil prices, further reducing people's purchasing
power," the report said.

The World Bank said Lebanon's economy had strengthened
before the latest conflict, with an estimated real GDP growth
of 4.2 percent in 2025, "the fastest since the onset of the 2019
financial crisis".

The international community has been demanding that Leba-
nese authorities enact financial reforms in order to secure
much-needed economic aid.

Exceptional School Year:
South Lebanon Families Weigh
Options Amid War Fears

Schools crisis in South Lebanon

-Beirut: Caroline Akoum:

For many families in southern Lebanon, choosing a school is
no longer a decision made months in advance.

With September approaching, parents are still weighing
where to enroll their children, watching the security situa-
tion and recalling the upheaval of the past two years, when
thousands of students were kept out of classrooms, families
were displaced and schools shifted from in-person to remote
learning.

The uncertainty has produced starkly different choices. Some
families are enrolling children in schools in the areas where
they were displaced.

Others are opting for lower-cost public schools in case class-
rooms are forced to close again. Some are seeking schools in
safer areas that stayed open during the previous war.
Normally, most Lebanese schools, particularly private ones,
complete enrollment by the end of the previous academic
year, allowing the new school year to begin with student lists
already finalized.

This year, some schools are keeping registration open
through the first two weeks of September as parents hesitate
over where to send their children.

“I enrolled my children, but I still haven’t bought their
books,” said Abeer, a mother of three.

“Every day | look at the book lists and wonder: Should I wait,
or pay for them and have the same thing happen as in the past
two years? I’ll wait until mid-September before deciding.”
Parents from border areas who do not expect to return home
soon are among those searching for schools where they
have been displaced. Others are turning to public schools,
known for their lower fees, wary of paying high tuition only
for schools to close again. Some families are taking another
approach: looking for schools in safer areas that managed to
keep classrooms open during the previous war.

“We decided to stay in the area where we were displaced,”
said Um Ahmad. “So | looked for a school that did not close
during the war and enrolled my children there.”

“I don’t believe remote learning is as beneficial as in-person
education,” she said. “There is also the severe psychological
strain that war places on my children and on us adults alike.
So | believe in-person learning is better as long as it remains
possible.”

One private school in Nabatieh told parents it was preparing
to “adopt in-person learning whenever security conditions
allow.” The message reflects a broader effort by schools to
prepare for either in-person or remote teaching, depending
on developments on the ground.

The approach is also in line with the Education Ministry’s
plan for the 2026-27 academic year, which seeks to keep
education running according to conditions in each area: in-
person teaching where safety and preparedness allow, and
remote learning in areas affected by the security situation.
Between school and home, safety comes first

Some families have made the opposite calculation, choosing
remote learning as the safer option.

Leila’s children had been attending a secondary school in
Toul, in the Nabatieh district. She decided to move them to
another school in Zebdine after their former school said it
would return to in-person teaching next year, while the new
school announced it would continue remotely.
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479 HENRY LAWSON ‘ 27 MITCHEL STREET ‘ 5/21 CARTER ROAD

DRIVE, MILPERA ENDFIELD MENAI

SPECIAL RUNS
26/08/26 TO 01/09/26
OR WHILE STOCKS LAST
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