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Zanobia Opens at The Streets of Barangaroo
A much-loved local favourite begins its next chapter on Sydney’s waterfront

This week, The Streets of Barangaroo welcomes Zanobia,
a new Middle Eastern restaurant and bar, bringing the
flavours and generosity of the cuisine to the much-loved
Sydney waterfront precinct.

Zanobia is the long held vision of founder Jorge Ballas
and his wife Jo-Anne, marking the latest chapter for
the family-owned restaurant after years of success with
sister venues Zenobia in Leichardt and North Strathfield.
Bringing the same signature mix of generous hospitality
and shared dining experiences to the city’s waterfront, the
opening marks a significant milestone for the family, and
the culmination OF decades spent championing Middle
Eastern cuisine.

Ballas, who is also the founder and director for Beirut
Street Food, spent his childhood in Iraq, Dubai, Syria
and Lebanon, lgarnlng to cook alongside his mother, with
food serving as a centrepiece for family gathermgs and
celebrations. Today, those influences continue to shape
Zanobia’s menu and approach to hospitality.

“T've wanted to open a version of Zanobia in the ci
for many years,” says Ballas. “We loved the Lelcharcf,
community so much but we saw a huge opportunity in
the CBD dining scene for a Middle Eastern restaurant.
Our food is all about community and shared experience,
and we want Zanobia to be a celebration of that.”
At the heart of Zanobia is a menu designed to bring
ﬁeople together around the table. Celebrating traditional

avours and cooking techniques, the offering spans
hot and cold mezze, vibrant salads and premium
meats cooked over the restaurant’s signature charcoal
grill. Certified 100% Halal beef, lamb and chicken are

marinated for up to 48 hours in a house spice blend
before bein cooied over charcoal.
Menu highﬁ hts include: baked halloumi with raisin,
pine nuts an(f spiced honey; Jordanian lamb mansaf with
yellow rice, goat yoghurt sauce and roasted almonds;
chicken fesenjan with walnut, pomegranate molasses,
tahini, sumac and saffron rice; and kibbeh sajiyeh
with minced lamb, onion, pine nuts and pomegranate
molasses. To finish, desserts include rose milk cake,
pistachio tiramisu and saffron rice pudding.
The beverage program draws inspiration from the region,
delivering a contemporary taEe on classic cocktails
through flavours such as Za’atar, pomegranate and
aniseed

Eart of the beverage Frogram, Zanobia will feature
arak, Lebanon’s national spirit, distilled from grapes
and infused with aniseed. Arak is a Lebanese drinking
tradition tied to mezze, prepared tableside with water
and ice.
“Zanobia is an exciting addition to The Streets of
Baranargoo. It's a warm celebration of Middle Eastern
culture, and we are incredibly proud to bring it to the
precinct,” says Monique de Cseuz, director of retail
and place at Lendlease. “Jorge and Jo-Anne have spent
decades earning a loyal following in Sydney’s Inner West
communities, and we are thrilled to be a part of their
next chapter.”
Named after and inspired by Queen Zenobia, the iconic
ruler of the ancient Palmyrene Empire, the restaurant’s
interiors blend contemporary sophistication with the
warmth of Middle Eastern hospitality. Rich tones of deep

green, burgundy, rust and lilac are layered through velvet
leather and textured fabrics, complemented by natural
timber and stone. Alcove-style seating creates intimate
dining spaces throughout the restaurant, designed to
encourage connection and conversation.

The arrival of Zanobia cements Barangaroo’s reputation
as one of Sydney’s premier waterfront dining destinations,
while giving a much-loved local favourite a new home.
Zanobia will open 28 August.

For media enquiries, please contact The Cru:

Hannah Booth, 0452 206 360; hannah@thecru.agency
Zanobia

Level 1, One International Towers Sydney 100 Barangaroo
Ave

Cnr Barangaroo Ave &, Shipwright Walk, Barangaroo
NSW 2000

Website TBC

Sunday to Wednesday 11 am - 10 pm

Thursday to Saturday 11 am - 12 am

About The Streets of Barangaroo

The Streets of Barangaroo is Sydney’s waterfront precinct,
home to over 90 operators in food and beverage, lifestyle,
fashion, and wellness. The harbourside destination includes
Barangaroo Avenue, Wulugul Walk, and Scotch Row.
Barangaroo’s line-up of restaurants, cafes and bars offers
eats and waterfront dining. Retailers include Barangaroo
House, Anason, Love.fish, Mumm Maam, Zushi, Born by
Tapavino, Dopa by Devon, Belles Hot Chicken, Untied,
Peter’s of Kensington, Status & Co, Oh Boo Chocolates,
TITLE bookstore and Zanobia.
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- Fresh Cage, Free Range direct from the farm

- Duck and Quail Eggs

- Bagged Cow, Chicken and Sheep Manure

Halal chicken products

.Free Range g yaidll ¢ @Lb oo —

ST 2 55log plaag i slaw -
colegypall 3Lailly Blasdl LUl wladie —

C\EU CL>.>5 Jy.& cwl.u o).wo 4.0 bﬁ—

Whole fresh chickens
Chicken nuggets

- Garden Care Products and Mulches

- Live young laying pullets, roosters and boiler chickens

- Dressed duck, pigeon, quail, rabbit, spatchcock and boiler

chickens

53-65 Ferrers Rd, Horsley Park, 2175

Ph: 9620 1267 www.fenechfamilyfarm.com.au
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TRADING HOURS

MON-SAT 8:30am — 4:30pm, SUN 8:30am — 12pm.
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THE HON ANN LEAHY MP
MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOV-
ERNMENT AND WATER

MINISTER FOR FIRE, DISASTER
RECOVERY AND VOLUNTEERS

The Albanese Government
continues to support all
Australian communities to
prepare for, respond to and
recover from severe weather
events.

New national resources are
now available to help Aus-
tralia’s multicultural com-
munities build resilience to
severe weather events.
Videos, fact sheets, posters
and digital resources have
been developed to provide
critical natural hazard pre-
paredness information in 10
languages for members of
culturally and linguistically
diverse (CALD) communi-
ties.

The project was funded by
the Albanese Government
through the Disaster Risk
Reduction Package and led
by Get Ready Queensland
in consultation with juris-
dictions across Australia.
CALD communities now
have access to a range of
practical information about
Australia’s  seven  most
common natural hazards:
bushfires, floods, cyclones,
storms, heatwaves, earth-
quakes, and tsunamis.
Resources have been trans-
lated into Arabic, Can-
tonese, Dari,  Korean,
Mandarin, Nepali, Punjabi,
Spanish, Thai, and Vietnam-
ese, and are also available in
complementary Easy Read
formats for people with low
literacy.

The resources will help
more people in Australia
understand risk and pre-
pare for disasters, improv-
ing public safety in times of
Crisis.

A toolkit has also been
developed to help stake-
holders effectively use,
adapt, promote and distrib-
ute the videos and other
resources throughout CALD
communities.

Extensive consultation and
a co-creation approach
shaped the project, with

THE HON KRISTY MCBAIN MP
FEDERAL
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

MINISTER  FOR

THE HON DR ANNE ALY MP
FEDERAL MINISTER FOR MUL-

TICULTURAL AFFAIRS

TRANSLATED GET READY RESOURCES

TO HELP MULTICULTURAL COMMUNITIES
BUILD DISASTER RESILIENCE

input received from 155
native-speaking community
members via 16 face-to-face
workshops held nationally,
and from targeted commu-
nity, government and sector
advisory groups.

The new natural hazards
resources for CALD com-
munities are available at
getready.gov.au/languages.
They are being released
ahead of the upcoming
higher risk weather season.
The National Emergency
Management Agency will
host its annual National Pre-
paredness Summit in Can-
berra this week.

Emergency  management
representatives from across
the country will come
together for key briefings
and a national preparedness
exercise, informed by the
Bureau of Meteorology’s
forecast for the upcoming
season.

The Albanese Government
is providing more than $8
million  through  Round
Three of the flagship Disas-
ter Ready Fund to establish
the National Get Ready pro-
gram to support community
preparedness across Austra-
lia.

This will support all juris-
dictions to deliver consis-
tent, locally tailored Get
Ready campaigns to help
their communities prepare
for natural disasters.

The new natural hazards
resources for CALD com-
munities are available at
getready.gov.au/languages
Quotes attributable to Min-
ister for Emergency Man-
agement Kristy McBain:
“We know people who are
prepared for disaster events
bounce back faster.

“For members of CALD
communities, overcoming
language barriers is a huge
step forward when it comes
to disaster risk awareness
and staying safe in emer-
gencies.

“These  resources  are
designed to make practical
hazard preparedness infor-
mation easier to understand,
share and act on for more
Australians.

“This is part of our govern-
ment’s commitment to help-
ing all Australians get ready
for disasters.”

Quotes  attributable  to
Minister for Multicultural
Affairs Dr Anne Aly:
“Everyone deserves access
to information that helps
them prepare for and
respond to emergencies,
regardless of the language
they speak at home.

“l encourage everyone to
share these resources across
their communities, whether
by sending them to friends
and family or displaying
them in community spaces.
“It’s incredibly important
that everyone understands
what to do when faced with
a severe weather event.”
Quotes  attributable  to
Queensland  Minister  for
Disaster  Recovery Ann
Leahy:

“Get Ready Queensland
has been helping our state
prepare for severe weather
since 2013, and we’re eager
to share that knowledge
Australia-wide.

“We live in a culturally
and linguistically diverse
country, and it’s important
everyone understands the
different types of severe
weather we face and what
they can do to prepare.
“This important CALD
project will help some of
our most vulnerable com-
munities when they need it
most.”

Media contacts:

Minister McBain: Andrew
Benson 0436 289 839
Minister Aly: Jasmine Rous-
sos 0457 551 799
Minister  Leahy:
Devine 0428 217 040
Get Ready Queensland: Ben
Doyle 0417 211 265

Kyah

Lauding Liverpool’s Local Legends

Liverpool City Council is
calling on the community
to shine a spotlight on the
people who make Liver-
pool such a vibrant and
caring place, with nomina-
tions now open for the 2026
Liverpool Civic Awards.
Residents are encouraged
to nominate individuals,
community groups and
organisations whose dedi-
cation, service and achieve-
ments have made a lasting
impact on the local com-
munity.

Mayor Ned Mannoun said
the awards are an opportu-
nity to recognise the quiet
achievers and community
champions who help make
Liverpool a wonderful
place to live.

“Every day across Liv-
erpool, there are people
going above and heyond
for others,” Mayor Man-
noun said.

“The Civic Awards are our
chance to recognise and
celebrate those individuals
and groups whose com-
mitment, generosity and
leadership strengthen our
community.”

“I encourage everyone to
take a moment to nomi-
nate someone they know.
It could be a neighbour, a
volunteer, a local organisa-
tion or a community leader.
These are the people who
make Liverpool the strong,
connected city it is today.”
The  Liverpool  Civic
Awards feature two presti-
gious programs.

The Order of Liverpool
recognises long-term vol-
untary service that has
enhanced the quality of life
across the Liverpool local
government area, honour-
ing those who have made
a meaningful and lasting
contribution over many
years.

The Australia Day Citizen
of the Year Awards cele-
brate individuals and com-
munity groups who have
demonstrated outstanding
service across areas includ-
ing sport, education, com-
munity engagement, arts
and culture, environmental
care, leadership and acts of
kindness and bravery.
Liverpool City Council
encourages all nominations

to be submitted online,
making it quick and easy to
recognise those who make
a real difference.

Now is the time to cele-
brate the people who make
Liverpool proud.

For more information and
to nominate, visit Council’s
website.
https://www.liverpool.nsw.
gov.au/community/your-
community/civicawards
Nominations for the Order
of Liverpool close on
Thursday 17 September
2026 at 9.00pm, while
nominations for the Austra-
lia Day Citizen of the Year
Awards close on Thurs-
day 19 November 2026 at
9.00pm.

Media Contact:

Alan Gale  communica-
tions@liverpool.nsw.gov.
au 0492087 403
Background

The  Liverpool  Civic
Awards recognising indi-
viduals, community groups
and organisations that have
made an outstanding con-
tribution to the Liverpool
community.

The awards program fea-
tures two key categories:
the Order of Liverpool and
the Australia Day Citizen
of the Year Awards.

The Order of Liverpool
honours individuals who
have demonstrated long-
term voluntary service that
has enhanced the quality
of life across the Liverpool

local government area.
Awards are presented at
three levels based on years
of service:

. Member of the
Order of Liverpool (5+
years of service),

. Officer of the
Order of Liverpool (10+
years of service) and

. Companion of the
Order of Liverpool (15+
years of service).

. Honorary rec-
ognition is also available
for  non-residents who
have made a significant
contribution to Liverpool
and meet the category
minimum years of service
required

The Australia Day Citizen
of the Year Awards recog-
nise individuals and com-
munity groups who have
gone above and beyond in
areas such as sport, educa-
tion, community engage-
ment, arts and culture,
environmental care, leader-
ship and volunteering.
Categories include

. Young Citizen of
the Year (16-30 years),

. Citizen of the Year
(31-64 years),

. Senior  Citizen
of the Year (65 years and
over), and a

. Community
Group Award.
Nominations are open to
all members of the commu-
nity, with individuals only
needing to be nominated
once to be considered.
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Lebanon's slain Jews, members
of a dwindled community

by Naharnet Newsdesk

AFP: In recent talks with Lebanon, Israel demanded informa-
tion on the remains of Lebanese Jews kidnapped and assas-
sinated during the country's civil war from 1975 to 1990 by
groups linked to Iran-backed Hezbollah.

For its part, Israel in the past two days released five civil-
ians captured in southern Lebanon, where it is at war with
Hezbollah.

Jews have had a long-established presence in Lebanon and
have played an important role in the country's economy,
despite a lack of political representation. Their numbers
shrank from some 22,000 before the 15-year civil war to
around 30 today.

The community's president Isaac Arazi died in 2023 aged 80.
Judaism is one of Lebanon's 18 recognized sects, though
Jews did not enjoy political representation.

"Lebanon was the only Arab country where the number of
Jews increased after the Nakba of Palestinians in 1948,"
Nada Abdelsamad, author of a book on the community,
told AFP, referring to the mass displacement of Palestinians
during Israel's creation.

"Jewish immigration from Arab countries to Lebanon
increased, especially from Syria, and also from Iraq."”
Abdelsamad also mentioned Shula Cohen, an Israeli spy who
played a major role in the emigration of Jews from Lebanon
and Syria. Arrested in 1961 for espionage, she was released
six years later as part of a prisoner exchange with Israel.
During the Lebanese civil war, the main synagogue, Maghen
Abraham, was looted, but restored afterwards.

Abdelsamad, who wrote "When the Jewish Balconies Went
Dark in Wadi Abou Jamil”, said Jews coexisted with other
religious communities in this neighborhood.

Lebanese Jews left in droves, especially after the 1982
Israeli invasion of Lebanon. In the mid-1980s, groups linked
to Hezbollah were kidnapping foreign nationals as well as
Christian and Jewish Lebanese in west Beirut. Eleven Jews
were abducted, including Yitzhak Sasson, president of the
Supreme Council of the Jewish Community in Lebanon, and
Elie Hallak, its vice-president.

Their kidnappers, known as the Oppressed on Earth,
demanded the release of Lebanese held by Israel.

They announced the execution of most of their hostages, but
only four bodies were ever recovered.

A few days ago, Israel returned five people to Lebanon it had
seized amid its recent wars with Iran-backed Hezbollah, after
Israel and Lebanon agreed to locate and return the bodies of
leaders of Lebanon's Jewish community.

During the latest round of Lebanon-Israel talks in Rome, a
source close to the negotiations said Israel gave Beirut a list
of Jewish individuals to demand the return of their remains.
The Israeli army and government have for years worked to
repatriate the bodies of soldiers killed in operations abroad.
In August the Israeli military said it recovered the remains of
a soldier killed in eastern Lebanon in 1982.

Documents, including maps and photographs of cemeteries,
have even been handed over to Lebanese authorities, accord-
ing to Israeli media.

The reports have emphasized the role of the United States,
the sponsors of the talks, in fostering cooperation between
the two sides on the issue.

Report: Bassil bodyguard

details how he handled

explosives in Syria arms
smuggling case

Smuggled explosives

A bodyguard of Free Patriotic Move-
ment chief Gebran Bassil is also a State
Security member and the brother of
a detainee in the case of the Hezbol-
lah-linked ring that allegedly planned
attacks against the forces of Syria's new
government, MTV reported.

In his confessions, the bodyguard
revealed extensive details about how he
handled the explosives that were hidden
in a grove in Akkar, the TV network
said.

“The detainee confessed that after the
network was exposed and the first
arrests began, he rushed to move the
bombs and explosives that had been
hidden inside the 11 rooms in Akkar and
in houses there. He disposed of them by
throwing them directly into the waters
of the Nahr al-Kabir River on the Leba-
nese-Syrian border, in an attempt to con-
ceal the criminal evidence and facilitate
the escape of those involved before the
security forces raided and arrested him,”
MTV added.

Meanwhile, the five detainees - two
Lebanese and three Syrians explained
“the full extent of Hezbollah's involve-
ment in supporting and managing this
network,” the TV network said, adding
that “the confessions recorded in the
investigation reports confirmed that
Hezbollah operatives provided com-
plete financial and logistical support to
the individuals arriving from the Syrian
coast, with the aim of subjecting them
to training courses on detonating explo-
sives and preparing drones at a special
camp in the Bekaa Valley.”

According to the detainees' reported
confessions, the support provided took
the following forms:

“Hezbollah members allocated monthly
salaries and financial aid to each trainee,
ranging from $300 to $500. They also
provided them with shelter in the south-
ern suburbs of Beirut.

Sources also told MTV that an associa-
tion affiliated with Hezbollah handled
the direct financial and logistical needs
of these groups.”

Investigations also revealed that com-
munication between Hezbollah mem-
bers and the network was conducted via
a phone network using foreign numbers
originating from the southern suburbs.
This prompted the judiciary to expand
the investigation to identify the Hezbol-
lah members facilitating the network's
operations, MTV said.

Anti-Hezbollah Minister
Youssef Rajji faces threats
from terrorist group - report

ByELI LEON

Sources close to the minister Youssef Rajji said
there were concerns that someone could try to
harm him because of his strong opposition to Hez-
bollah and his calls for the organization to be dis-
armed.

Lebanese Foreign Minister Youssef Rajji, one
of Hezbollah's most outspoken opponents in
the Beirut government, has stopped going to his
office and has recently been working from home
following security warnings and threats, the
Lebanese newspaper An-Nahar reported.
Sources close to the minister said there were
concerns that someone could try to harm him
because of his strong opposition to Hezbollah
and his calls for the organization to be disarmed.
Rajji has already informed Lebanese President
Joseph Aoun, Prime Minister Nawaf Salam, and
security officials of the situation, the report said.
About two months ago, amid heightened secu-
rity tensions in Beirut and concerns over pos-
sible infiltration of government buildings, Rajji
was advised not to go to the Foreign Ministry,
sources close to him said. The ministry building
is considered relatively exposed and has only a
limited number of access routes, making it easier
to monitor the minister's movements or attempt
to harm him, they added.

Since then, Rajji has continued running the For-
eign Ministry from his home and has maintained
his diplomatic activities, according to An-Nabhar.
He has also requested increased security protec-
tion.

A day before the report was published, Rajji con-
firmed that he had stopped going to the ministry
because of "security warnings" he had received.
He did not specify where the warnings came
from or who might be behind them.

The report prompted criticism from Hezbollah
opponents in Lebanon. Former Lebanese parlia-
ment member Wehbe Katicha, who is affiliated
with the Lebanese Forces party, blamed Hezbol-
lah for creating an atmosphere of intimidation.
"Hezbollah is responsible for everything; it
threatens and issues warnings, and no one dares
put it on trial," he said.

The report, however, presented no evidence that
Hezbollah itself had sent the threats to Rajji.
Rajji takes hard line against Hezbollah

Rajji has taken an especially hard line against
Hezbollah in recent months.

He has described the organization as an armed
and illegal Iranian proxy, demanded that it sur-
render its weapons to the state, and argued that
its arsenal has not protected Lebanon but instead
dragged the country into confrontations.

In July, he said that "Hezbollah is Iranian in its
orientation and not Lebanese in its identity."”
The security concerns surrounding Rajji come
amid a broader struggle in Lebanon over Hez-
bollah's weapons. The government adopted mea-
sures this year aimed at establishing the state's
monopoly over arms and, in March, ordered an
end to Hezbollah's military and security activi-
ties and the transfer of its weapons to the state.
Subsequently, Rajji has emerged as one of the
government's most prominent voices opposing
Hezbollah's continued possession of weapons.
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Thursday 10 September 2026 Issue No. 4238 24

479 HENRY LAWSON ‘ 27 MITCHEL STREET ‘ 5/21 CARTER ROAD

DRIVE, MILPERA ENDFIELD MENAI

SPECIAL RUNS
09/09/26 TO 15/09/26
OR WHILE STOCKS LAST
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