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925 Canterbury Road, Lakemba,
NSW

0451 333 666
0451 711 117

bookings@cityview-receptions.com.au
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Latin beats and big
flavours coming
to Liverpool Powerhouse

Liverpool Powerhouse hosts a celebration
of Latin American culture this month when
the award-winning Primavera Latin American
Festival returns on Sunday 27 September.
The free, family-friendly festival will bring
music, dance, food, markets, and cultural
experiences to the Powerhouse for a day of
springtime celebrations.

Liverpool Mayor Ned Mannoun said Primavera
was a great opportunity for residents to
experience the richness of Latin American
culture while enjoying one of Liverpool’s
premier cultural destinations.

“Liverpool is a city where people from all
around the world come together, and our
festivals are a wonderful way to celebrate the
cultures, traditions and experiences that make
our community so special,” Mayor Mannoun
said.

“Primavera is going to be a fantastic day out
for families, with great music, delicious food
and plenty of activities for people of all ages.
“I encourage everyone to come along, enjoy
the atmosphere and discover what Liverpool
Powerhouse has to offer.”

The festival is part of Council’'s Experience the
World major events program, celebrating the
diverse cultures that contribute to Liverpool’s
vibrant community.

Mayor Mannoun said visitors should make
the most of their time at the Powerhouse
by enjoying the festival alongside its other
attractions.

“While you're there, make a day of it. Enjoy a
meal at Bellbird, explore the current exhibitions
and take in the beautiful surroundings of the
Georges River,” Mayor Mannoun said.
“Liverpool Powerhouse is a wonderful place
to spend time with family and friends, and
Primavera will give everyone another reason
to visit.”

“With live performances, cultural workshops,
Latin American flavours and family
entertainment, Primavera promises to bring
the spirit of the Latin American spring to
Liverpool,” he said.

Media Contact: Alan Gale

communications@liverpool.nsw.gov.au

0492 087 403

Event Details

Primavera Latin American Festival

Sunday 27 September 2026, 10am to 8pm at
Liverpool Powerhouse, 1 Powerhouse Road,
Casula

Free entry

Program:

. Live music and dance performances,
including ESO ESO, Danny Sanz, Victor
Valdes Mariachi Band, Shara Rose Latin
Experience, Selecta Orchestra and Sabor
Boliviano.

. Latin American food stalls featuring
flavours from Peru, Colombia, Argentina,
Bolivia, Brazil and Mexico.

. Salsa, cumbia, Latin dance, percussion,
and folkloric dance workshops.

. Artisan markets delivered in partnership
with Altrimenti Markets.

. Family activities, including live
butterflies, Alpaca Kisses, creative activities
and flower-making.

. Western Sydney Wanderers football
activation, including a Shootout Zone and
juggling challenge.

. A special 1pm screening of Disney’s
Encanto at Liverpool Powerhouse Theatre.
Tickets are $5 per person.

. Colourful floral installations, interactive
photo opportunities and roving entertainment.
Food and dining:

Bellbird Dining & Bar will be open during the
festival, with food and drinks inspired by Latin
American culture and cuisine. Visitors are
encouraged to enjoy a meal or refreshments
as part of their day at the Powerhouse.
Current exhibitions:

Visitors can also explore the exhibitions on
display at Liverpool Powerhouse, including:

. On Tour: Margaret and the Grey Mare,
running until 30 November 2026.
. Woomera — Field Recording, running

until 30 November 2026.
. 34th Annual Mil-Pra AECG Art Exhibition
& Prizes, running until 25 October 2026.
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- Fresh Cage, Free Range direct from the farm
- Duck and Quail Eggs

- Bagged Cow, Chicken and Sheep Manure

- Garden Care Products and Mulches

- Live young laying pullets, roosters and boiler chickens

chickens

53-65 Ferrers Rd, Horsley Park, 2175

Halal chicken products
Whole fresh chickens
Chicken nuggets

- Dressed duck, pigeon, quail, rabbit, spatchcock and boiler

Ph: 9620 1267 www.fenechfamilyfarm.com.au
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Anti-Assad music star
Assala makes triumphant
return to Syria

Syrian singer Assala Nasri has made a triumphant
return to Damascus with a sold-out concert follow-
ing 15 years of exile due to her opposition to ousted
ruler Bashar al-Assad.

Thousands of fans welcomed the 57-year-old,
known mononymously as Assala, at a venue in the
Syrian capital where she bowed and opened the
show with songs hailing the Syrian people, AFP
said.

"Souls of my heart, I missed you," she repeatedly
said to endless cheers.

"My loves, my people, | swear, until this moment
| could not believe that I am among you. | want to
tell you how much I dreamt of this."”

There was a heavy security presence for the con-
cert, after some religious conservatives launched a
campaign calling for its cancellation.

Half of the show's proceeds will be donated to char-
ity.

Syria's new authorities, who overthrew Assad in
2024, have welcomed Assala. Culture Minister
Mohammed Yassine Saleh has dubbed her "the
daughter of Damascus".

Joining her on stage, he said her return was that of
"every honest Syrian and every free person”.
'Moving forward’

Assala was among the first artists to express support
for the peaceful anti-Assad protests that erupted in
2011, refusing to partake in events supporting his
government.

She was booted from the Syrian artists' union for
her stance and was the target of media campaigns.
She went into exile, living in Cairo with her family
and playing shows in various Arab countries.

The bloody repression of the protests led to a
13-year civil war that killed more than half-a-mil-
lion people.

At Assala's show, small Syrian flags rippled in time
with the music, with many in the crowd unable to
hold back their tears.

"I never thought this day would come. It's like a
beautiful dream,” concert-goer Sawsan Wadha, 56,
said.

"We are very happy that our country is moving for-
ward," added 40-year-old Lynn Nahas.

On her new record, "The Syrian Album", Assala
covers folk songs from all 14 of Syria's provinces
as an homage to her country's cultural diversity.
Recovery through art

Assala's piercing, powerful voice rang out as she
made her way through the album'’s tracks at Thurs-
day's concert.

She also performed fan favorites like "Samehtak™
and "Sandooq", with the jubilant, tearful crowd
singing along.

Assala and her family only returned to Damascus
this week. An antiques dealer in the capital returned
the oud, or Oriental lute, that had belonged to her
father, a celebrated musician.

Farah Al-Atassi, political advisor to the govern-
ment, said poetry, language and thought were "an
integral part of Syrian identity".

"This is the Syria that we know and that will
endure,” she told AFP.

Israel Links Southern Lebanon
Withdrawal to Stronger Lebanese Army

Beirut: Caroline Akoum

Israeli troops will remain in southern Lebanon until the
Lebanese army becomes strong enough to ensure secu-
rity, US Ambassador to Israel Mike Huckabee said.
Asharg Al-Awsat reports.

Israeli officials have not named specific deadlines for
withdrawing troops from southern Lebanon in recent
months. They have linked it to security and political
conditions, including protecting residents of northern
Israel from Hezbollah attacks, maintaining the so-
called security zone, and disarming the group.

Israel's conditions On June 21, Israeli Defense Minister
Israel Katz said that the Israeli military would continue
operating in southern Lebanon, while units in the secu-
rity zone would not withdraw and would have freedom
of action to eliminate threats. Israeli Foreign Minister
Gideon Sa'ar, meanwhile, said that the country had
no territorial claims against Lebanon, but would not
withdraw troops from the security zone because of the
threat of Hezbollah attacks. On June 24, Katz said that
the Israeli military would not leave the security zone
even at the request of the United States. The next day,
he said Israeli forces could remain in security zones in
Lebanon, Syria, and the Gaza Strip without any time
limit. At the end of June, the minister also said that
Israel would not retreat “a millimeter” until Hezbollah
was disarmed.

Nawaf Salam told Antonio Guterres
Lebanon needs an international force

Nawaf Salam and Antonio Guterres

Lebanese Prime Minister Nawaf Salam told United
Nations chief Antonio Guterres on Monday that Leba-
non needed a UN-sponsored international force to stay
in the country's south after the current UN peacekeep-
ing mandate expires. The UN Interim Force in Leba-
non (UNIFIL), which currently counts around 7,500
peacekeepers from 46 countries, has acted as a buffer
between Lebanon and Israel since 1978. But under US
pressure, the UN Security Council voted last year to halt
the force's mandate at the end of this year.

Meeting Guterres at the UN headquarters in New York,
Salam "stressed the importance of maintaining an inter-
national presence under the umbrella of the United
Nations in the south in the post-UNIFIL phase", accord-
ing to a statement from the premier's office.

This should be in a way that "ensures the continuation
of the functions of monitoring, reporting and liaison,
contributes to preserving stability, and supports the pro-
cess of extending the Lebanese state's authority over all
its territory”, Salam added, according to the statement.
UNIFIL's looming departure comes as Israel maintains
troops in a self-declared "security zone" occupying
around 10 kilometers (six miles) deep inside south Leb-
anon along the border. Israel launched heavy airstrikes
and a ground invasion after Hezbollah drew Lebanon
into the Middle East war in March by attacking Israel
in support of the group's backer Iran. France and Italy
have said they want to set up a multinational coalition to
succeed UNIFIL.

US Withdrawal Fears Grip Baghdad
Sep. 30, a day of Iragi sovereignty

Baghdad: Hamza Mustafa

The Sept. 30 withdrawal of US forces will mark Irag’s
shift toward full security self-reliance and remove any
justification for armed activity outside state control,
the spokesman for the commander-in-chief of Iraqg’s
armed forces said.

The transition would “eliminate any justification for
operating outside state institutions and give those insti-
tutions the security and legitimacy needed to disarm
unofficial groups,” Sabah al-Numan told the state
news agency.

“The professional performance of the Iragi armed
forces has proven that they are the impenetrable shield
protecting political decision-making and the primary
guarantor of Irag’s unity and national stability,” he
said.

But the upcoming withdrawal has stirred fears in
Baghdad, rattling markets and reviving concerns over
the fate of armed factions. Sources close to the govern-
ment say the warnings circulating publicly are exag-
gerated.

The Iragi government and allied political forces are
preparing to declare the withdrawal date a “day of Iraqi
sovereignty.”

Much of the unease, however, centers on the possible
repercussions of bringing weapons under state control
— an initiative that Iraqi politicians say may be recast
as a “plan to regulate and manage weapons.”

Qasim al-Araji, the prime minister’s national security
adviser, said the government would regard anyone who
continued to carry weapons illegally after the process
was completed as an outlaw.

“Strict measures will be taken against them, potentially
including treating them as terrorists,” al-Araji said in
televised remarks.

He denied reports that the committee overseeing the
process had been given a deadline, saying no time-
frame had been set.

Al-Araji said the committee, formed by the Coordina-
tion Framework alliance, was working under the prime
minister’s direct supervision.

Legal action against those carrying illegal weapons
would begin only after the committee had completed
its work and arms had been brought fully under state
control, he added.

Government spokesman Haider al-Aboudi called Sept.
30 “a sovereign milestone” that would shift Iraq’s rela-
tionship with international coalition members toward
bilateral ties based on respect for sovereignty and
mutual interests.

The government was proceeding with plans to end the
coalition’s military mission according to the agreed
timetable and mechanisms, al-Aboudi told the state
news agency.

“Iraq possesses the constitutional, political and dip-
lomatic tools needed to manage its national security
through its institutions and armed forces,” he said.
Fears of sanctions

Despite repeated government assurances, religious
leaders and experts have warned of possible repercus-
sions after the withdrawal.

Abdul Wahab al-Samarrai, imam and preacher of
Baghdad’s Abu Hanifa al-Numan Mosque, raised
the prospect of economic sanctions resembling those
tightened against Iraq in the 1990s.

“We sent a message to our government and its prime
minister that this country and its people are a trust for
which they are responsible,” al-Samarrai said.
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479 HENRY LAWSON ‘ 27 MITCHEL STREET ‘ 5/21 CARTER ROAD

DRIVE, MILPERA ENDFIELD MENAI

SPECIAL RUNS
23/09/26 TO 29/09/26
OR WHILE STOCKS LAST
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