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g THE UNIVERSITY OF

) SYDNEY

WEDNESDAY 04 NOVEMBER 2026

THE AUSTRALIAN LEBANESE FOUNDATION
WELCOMES YOUR ATTENDANCE AT THE:

2026 SCHOLARSHIP
DINNER

WITH OUR ESTEEMED GUEST SPEAKERS:

PROF. NASSIM NICHOLAS TALEB

Lebanese-American Essayist, Scholar,
Risk Analyst & Author of The Black Swan
HOW TO THRIVE IN

AN UNCERTAIN WORLD

DR FADLO KHURI

President, American University of Beirut

THE ROLE OF UNIVERSITIES IN
EMPOWERING A BRIGHTER FUTURE
FOR THE LEBANESE AT HOME AND ABROAD

+  Distinguished Professor of Risk Engineering at New
York University

+  One of the most influential contemporary thinkers on
unpredictability and global fragility

«  Author of bestselling works including The Black
Swan, Antifragile, and Skin in the Game

+ Internationally recognized for his work on probability,
uncertainty, and complex systems

«  Former derivatives trader and risk analyst with
decades of experience in global financial markets

+  Developed the concepts of “Black Swan events” and
“Antifragility”

+ Advisor on systemic risk, resilience, and
decision-making under uncertainty

+  Published extensively in mathematics, statistics,
philosophy, economics, and risk engineering

+  DrFadlo's stewardship has been instrumental in
enhancing AUB's global reputation, reflected in its
dramatic rise in international rankings

+ Under his leadership, AUB has navigated economic
crises, the Port of Beirut explosion, and a pandemic,
while achieving major milestones, including:

« reintroducing academic tenure

« establishing AUB Online

+ launching AUB Mediterraneo in Pafos, Cyprus,
the university's first twin campus outside
Lebanon, and

+ securing the Keserwan Medical Center, AUB's
first community hospital in Lebanon

+In2025, elected a new fellow of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences in the category of
Educational and Academic Leadership

MACLAURIN HALL - UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY

(PARKING AVAILABLE NEW LAW BUILDING) « DRESSCODEBLACKTIE ¢ STARTING7PM ¢ $250 ¢ www.australianlebanesefoundation.com.au

RSVP: ALF@SYDNEY.EDU.AU
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- Fresh Cage, Free Range direct from the farm

- Duck and Quail Eggs

- Bagged Cow, Chicken and Sheep Manure

Halal chicken products

.Free Range g yaidll ¢ CJLb oo —

ST 2 55lg plaag i slaw —
colegypell 3Lailly Blasdl LUl wlaiie —

C\EU CL>.>5 Jy.& cwl.u OJ.WO 44.> bﬁ—

Whole fresh chickens
Chicken nuggets

- Garden Care Products and Mulches

- Live young laying pullets, roosters and boiler chickens

- Dressed duck, pigeon, quail, rabbit, spatchcock and boiler

chickens

53-65 Ferrers Rd, Horsley Park, 2175

Ph: 9620 1267 www.fenechfamilyfarm.com.au
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TRADING HOURS

MON-SAT 8:30am — 4:30pm, SUN 8:30am — 12pm.
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Lebanese are watching
Israel’s upcoming election,
but few expect change

By Zeina Khodr

A pushcart that Hadi Nasrallah uses to sell fresh
orange juice is all this Khiam resident has left to
his name.

His home was destroyed by the Israeli bombing,
while his village is among the dozens across south-
ern Lebanon currently occupied by Israel.

In a few weeks, Israelis will head to the polls to
elect a new government. But Nasrallah, like so
many others, expects little to change even if Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu — who launched the
war on Lebanon in 2023 - is defeated in October’s
general election.

The Israeli military says it is only against Hezbol-
lah. But its attacks have rampantly targeted civil-
ian areas, Killing at least 8,920 people and injuring
30,595 others since October 2023. Almost 6 percent
of Lebanese territory, along the border with Israel,
remains occupied — all in the name of security.
Now, Netanyahu is fighting for his political sur-
vival. However, Netanyahu’s government is not
the only political force in the country that supports
military operations beyond Israel’s borders.
Netanyahu’s main political challenger, Gadi Eisen-
kot — head of the Yashar party and former army
chief of staff — is also projecting an image as a secu-
rity hawk.

Eisenkot, like Netanyahu, insists on freedom of
action for Israel’s military. But he accused Netan-
yahu of bowing to US pressure to halt operations
in Beirut, with no major attacks on the Lebanese
capital since April. He also insists that the military
should be able to attack Hezbollah anywhere in
Lebanon.

Across the Lebanese border, in southern Syria,
many are increasingly concerned about the Israeli
military push into hundreds of square kilometres of
Syrian land.

“I think you should focus on what happens from
now until the elections rather than who will lead
Israel,” Ali Jarmak, a resident of the southern city
of Nabatieh, told Al Jazeera. “Netanyahu is not
leading in the polls, so he may resort to escalating
the war here to gain more votes.”

Netanyahu has already delayed the diplomatic track
with the Lebanese government. There have been no
negotiations between Israeli and Lebanese officials
since early August. Israel is also refusing further
withdrawals from Lebanon until Hezbollah fully
disarms. But Hezbollah is refusing to do so.

Prime Minister Nawaf Salam is under pressure to
extend the state’s authority across Lebanon. He
told the United Nations General Assembly that the
framework agreement signed with Israel must be
translated into practical steps, under a clear time-
table, with a verification mechanism to ensure all
its provisions are carried out.

It fell on deaf ears. Instead, the Israeli military has
been stepping up attacks on southern Lebanon, and
the army command is discussing “a new phase in
operations”. The debate among Israel’s political
rivals is not about maintaining dominance, but
about how.

‘Between the Lines’:
Lebanon’s Constitution
Under the Microscope

Beirut: Thaer Abbas

Lebanon’s Culture Ministry is putting the constitu-
tion under the microscope on its centenary, urging
citizens, especially young people, to examine their
rights and the gap between the text and a century
of political practice.

The aim is to help Lebanese people read between
the lines to understand “their constitutional rights
and the political system it established,” Culture
Minister Ghassan Salame told Asharg Al-Awsat.
The centenary events begin with an exhibition
titled “Between the Lines of the Constitution,” as
Lebanon debates its political system and how its
institutions function.

Drafting of the 1926 constitution began under the
French mandate. Its draft then underwent exten-
sive debate and consultation involving Lebanese
figures.

Contrary to an easy assumption, it did not copy the
French constitution. France had a parliamentary
system; Lebanon’s was parliamentary in name,
presidential in practice.

Salame said: “If someone wants to take a major
step that would contravene the constitution, that
requires a special vote,” he said. “This respects
the constitution. Implicitly, the political authori-
ties acknowledge that there is a book they must
respect, rather than doing whatever they please.”
Salame also pointed to cases he considers consti-
tutional breaches, urging Lebanese people to learn
about them and debate them as part of their under-
standing of the constitution.

Salame also cited political understandings reached
outside the constitutional text. Among them was
the “troika,” an arrangement among the president,
parliament speaker and prime minister in the 1990s
that concentrated key decisions in their hands.
Another was the 2008 Doha Agreement, which
left no constitutional imprint comparable to that of
the Taif Agreement.

“A political understanding does not, in itself,
acquire constitutional status unless it is translated
into a constitutional text,” he said.

Reading the constitution closely

The exhibition began with a basic question,
Salame said: How well do Lebanese people know
their constitution?

“That is why, for the first time, we have brought
original documents held in France, including the
document signed by the French high commis-
sioner, and other documents that Lebanese people
will be able to see for the first time,” he said.

The exhibition will go beyond historical docu-
ments. It will offer a detailed reading of the con-
stitution in accessible language — an approach
reflected in its title, “Between the Lines of the
Constitution.”

“We want to make the constitution part of Leba-
nese citizens’ political culture,” Salame said.

“No country relies solely on the text. There are
constitutional conventions,” he added.

But he stressed the distinction between constitu-
tional conventions and political practice.

“l want Lebanese people to think: Was this justi-
fied? Was it legitimate? These questions must be
asked,” he said.

“The constitution not only organizes the politi-
cal system. It also sets out fundamental rights,”
Salame said.

He highlighted freedom of belief and expression,
saying their survival through Lebanon’s crises and
wars Is a central part of its constitutional experi-
ence.

“It is no small matter that, after 50 years of all the
calamities that have struck Lebanon, everyone
can still speak freely, and freedom of opinion and
belief remains a constitutionally acquired right
that we refuse to relinquish. That is something
great,” he said.

30th European Film
Festival iIn Lebanon

Under the patronage of the Ministry of Culture, the
Delegation of the European Union to Lebanon, in
partnership with the Metropolis Cinema Associa-
tion, and in cooperation with the European Union
Member States, is pleased to announce the 30th
European Film Festival in Lebanon. This anni-
versary edition will be held at Metropolis Cinema
(Mar Mikhael) from 8 to -7 October 2026.

The European Film Festival will open on Thurs-
day 8 October with the French film La VVénus élec-
trique by Pierre Salvadori. This romantic comedy
opened the 79th edition of Cannes Film Festival
this May 2026. (The opening night is by invita-
tion only.)

The programme of this 30th edition presents a
wide variety of screenings and events:

24 recent feature films from Europe allowing the
audience to watch award-winning films, which
were screened at major international film festi-
vals;

- cine-concert with live music;

- classic feature film “The Turin Horse” screening
in its restored copy as an Hommage to Béla Tarr;
- classic feature film “La ragazza di Bube” by
Luigi Comencini screening in its restored copy in
tribute to Claudia Cardinale;

- classic feature film “The Maids of Wilko”
screening in its restored copy on the occasion of
the centenary of the birth of Andrzej Wajda;

a special Double Bill program presenting “Nou-
velle Vague” by Richard Linklater, followed by
the screening of the classic feature film “A bout
de souffle” by Jean-Luc Godard in its restored
copy;

- Lebanese feature film “Dead Dog” by Sarah
Francis to premiere in the presence of the film
team ahead of its release in Lebanese cinemas;

- Lebanese short film “Birthmark” by George
Peter Barbari to premiere in the presence of the
film team (screening at Cinema Montaigne —
Institut francais du Liban);

- short films produced by emerging Lebanese
filmmakers, and competing to win awards offered
by Member States;

in a newly-introduced section in the festival, two
interactive animated VR Experiences will be
showcased,;

- animation workshop in partnership with YAP
Youth Animation Platform;

Poster Exhibition.

The feature films’ selection includes three films
for the young audience, including two animations
and one German film dubbed to Arabic. The Festi-
val will invite children from disadvantaged socio-
economic backgrounds to these screenings.
“Dans la nuit”, the -930 film by Charles Vanel,
considered to be one of the last silent films in
the history of French cinema, will screen in its
restored copy.

The festival continues its support to Lebanese
cinema, welcoming the premiere of Lebanese fea-
ture film “Dead Dog” in the presence of the direc-
tor Sarah Francis, the producer Lara Abou Saifan
and the film team, ahead of its release in Lebanese
cinemas. Also premiering in a special screening
at Cinéma Montaigne (Institut frangais du Liban)
the Lebanese short film “Birthmark™ and several
other local films.
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479 HENRY LAWSON ‘ 27 MITCHEL STREET ‘ 5/21 CARTER ROAD

DRIVE, MILPERA ENDFIELD MENAI

SPECIAL RUNS
07/10/26 TO 13/10/26
OR WHILE STOCKS LAST
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