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- Fresh Cage, Free Range direct from the farm

- Duck and Quail Eggs

- Bagged Cow, Chicken and Sheep Manure

Halal chicken products
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Whole fresh chickens
Chicken nuggets

- Garden Care Products and Mulches

- Live young laying pullets, roosters and boiler chickens

- Dressed duck, pigeon, quail, rabbit, spatchcock and boiler

chickens

53-65 Ferrers Rd, Horsley Park, 2175

Ph: 9620 1267 www.fenechfamilyfarm.com.au
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“THE UNIVERSITY OF
SYDNEY
WEDNESDAY 04 NOVEMBER 2026

THE AUSTRALIAN LEBANESE FOUNDATION
WELCOMES YOUR ATTENDANCE AT THE:

2026 SCHOLARSHIP
DINNER

PROF. NASSIM NICHOLAS TALEB

Lebanese-American Essayist, Scholar,
Risk Analyst & Author of The Black Swan
HOW TO THRIVE IN

AN UNCERTAIN WORLD

DR FADLO KHURI

President, American University of Beirut

THE ROLE OF UNIVERSITIES IN
EMPOWERING A BRIGHTER FUTURE
FOR THE LEBANESE AT HOME AND ABROAD

ACLAURINHALL: UNVERSITY OF YONEY e Cope pLAKTIE » STARTINGTPM o $250 o wwwaustalalebanesefoundatoncomau

RSVP: ALF@SYDNEY.EDU.AU
SUSI TOUMA 0425271019

@ GEORGE

MONTESSORI
,,,,,,, YN eSS S

G o i
= Montepp

TSP BT (IS I S TV
oSl ygand| o ddlI"alll o 3"

o3l Bl lSad . gl G )
Lol gl S 8 s 185 S 308 1" (50 55
Lwlaelly ySanll byrall Jb 3 AR & A i
wlgd gl eVglw JI Tade (ool Ligals S Ul
RATRIPER VTR (I NPT pr e by DLl
g dylas wlsad JI @S2l 0ds wiind ¢l gy
TpolaiBY) Bl G Bagitins < Ly BV Jgall o 228 B Balas
LU LB i wilis oo b cLobulll eldlad) D )
bl Jj.? O :Lgé}ailj
Tl sl 38 polay B o 48
SISl bl b g Do Jis5 Ly 1 )2 ol JI il L8]
Lol y Jlidly ol Sl & e Yy el sl U
‘ ‘ o3l ey Ly
08 Byolo bl L <ol )iy wlulys JI &3 3 sl
i) Tylas wlSs y90 Jgliss elbl el 5o pbul] Luwis”
w2 agaiy Lpndiny LS I B
KRV ‘_,9 S lalll JLesYI Jiy @I}JI SaLasBYl gl J) u.a.lj
wlelbs oﬁ Osbaidy G o bdl Jolo La}\oa cJgal ok ¢
A.oLle 8 lailly ol lially Chadasdls @)}.\Jl
wladll e oyl A b Sl (amy sudtind ¢y il lidgg
wlgid e J|}o| J2gdy wle fout) Ly Sy slasy 4l
6.>Lo.eY|LLwJ|LLu)I KR Juu ol 090 o0 ol Jl ey 8
cllenl sy Logas Tslialll ol
JIgo¥I g S oo
wlepll o oo ¥ Ly 4l sl ST of sl gl
S I gl sy Gy o ot ¢ Bpoalitl] Syl
bty BB olslly Ll Y s Jolall IS 0 <78
el oladly ddasicdl
i wdagiul of Ga LS B8l of JI Ll
dogety @it lolgsl Ll Jo <L 9 g0 B Tyylas Sy
celygiall e BUUY fageus 5l “alll 3"
Lol | B (0 lS001 00 Ay 2l ¢ 1 g
slisly aidl JIge¥l iSy> fageatd Lyl Lpwlogloadl leally
Tyyno 5ol | L Jlg Db ol l Eabss Yl cooglis 505 Lo ¢ L@sb
U Sl
oﬁ LSl BI85 Lnd b I wlsiall 0 0")’”*“5
bl ¢ als [;.wal).:b Bolew L;Lc JlsY GI’J & Yy )le
RIS & plas ik,
A o Al Ll wllas Sz ol phidly gl
J.bl.b o] Lgd (Lo & U.Jj}w.o & LM o DJLLu.aY‘j
NS gt wu&u@uwuﬁwwﬁwu
clas O po (il el 3 r.».hu ol L;l PRy cJLu: Jas
i o Ly @lSes edlb Liple LS el whgis duwuf)u
laadd oo Wb Y glilly dwaigl) sl 4S9 ialb r.zwb.
Sy e lolgsl Lals Lo (0l sama o Ly « 5,5
2l A 4yl Al
1958 (a5 o gl Ldglly LS oYl olygiall o 1 e
e O] JI55 W LS Al Oy ol b il el
s U el Ll
331y L 91 o e LIy Tyl 2Bl g4 of anuj
2 3gailly Lhpgll S8 plasial Sl ) gVl
U el L1y Tl gl pbol Loss JS Law)|
2 bloyl B anidl fysaill el ol S il pali
CL.M 'b*“j M.Jj.)j 4.\5);.01 dalis ca}c J‘J.' N b.uJM Lﬁ "4l
ol Bl 3l J] Lsaie Vsl Jylis B ¢ LgibsdT sl
oty byrally wlgiall pdy Uy Joges jolos
el Jb B B8 s disel e B> "alll 3o asingg
Sl sy chlly JUL sass 1 ol es ads 0ol
Wb WL Tlos s S lsiall s e
by Ryl Ly JLesl o 3ol iy
b sladl ab

UJ'; sl J'}d



EYEY Al Yo Y J gV i/ giT ) 0 usadl)
Thursday 15 October 2026 Issue No. 4243

English News

18

Washington Targets
Hezbollah’s Alternative
Funding Networks

Beirut: Paula Astih

The United States is stepping up efforts to track alter-
native financing channels used by Hezbollah as tighter
sanctions threaten its traditional sources of funding,
particularly Iranian money that has long underpinned
the group’s military and security capabilities and polit-
ical influence in Lebanon.

Reuters reported last week that Hezbollah had received
$200 million in cash from Iran the previous month to
assist tens of thousands of families displaced by the
war prompted a response from the US State Depart-
ment.

The department expressed doubt that the money had
reached Hezbollah but reaffirmed its commitment to
maintaining pressure on the group’s funding sources
through sanctions, while supporting the legitimate
Lebanese government’s efforts to rebuild southern
Lebanon.

Sami Nader, director of the Middle East Institute for
Strategic Affairs, described the measures as part of a
new round of US sanctions aimed at tightening finan-
cial pressure on Iran and its regional affiliates.

Nader told Asharg Al-Awsat, pointing to a recent US
announcement describing Hezbollah as an integral part
of Iran’s Revolutionary Guard Corps.

Nader said Tehran had developed alternative chan-
nels to circumvent financial restrictions, particularly
through gold and cryptocurrencies.

The latest sanctions are designed to target these alter-
native mechanisms, he explained.

Nader added that if cryptocurrency offices linked to
these networks are found to exist, Lebanese authori-
ties would likely be asked to shut them down and take
action against them, while also tightening oversight of
gold transactions.

Hezbollah has long relied on multiple funding sources,
particularly under previous Lebanese administrations
that turned a blind eye to billions of dollars reaching
the group, including through official border crossings.
Economist Antoine Farah identified four principal
sources of financing: The first was direct Iranian sup-
port, provided through regular transfers from Tehran.
The second involved illicit activities, particularly drug
smuggling and the Captagon trade, which Farah said
Hezbollah had engaged in both inside Lebanon and
abroad, notably in several Latin American countries.
The third consisted of substantial donations from Shiite
financiers and supporters around the world. The fourth
was a network of front businesses established to gener-
ate additional revenue, launder money and conceal the
origins and destinations of funds.

Farah told Asharg Al-Awsat that Hezbollah’s ability to
draw on most of these sources had declined consid-
erably, while the group faced mounting pressure from
legislative and regulatory measures being strengthened
in Lebanon.

Farah highlighted amendments being introduced to
Law No. 44 on combating money laundering and ter-
rorist financing, particularly provisions requiring the
identification of the ultimate beneficial owners of com-
panies and commercial enterprises.

Identifying who ultimately benefits from commercial
activities, while tracing the origins and destinations of
funds, would help restrict the operations of front busi-
nesses established by Hezbollah, he explained.

Farah also pointed to measures being taken by Banque
du Liban, Lebanon’s central bank, to regulate currency
exchange dealers and money transfer companies.

Why is the US protecting a
Syrian general in Lebanon?

A former Syrian general wanted for crimes against
humanity is being bankrolled and protected by the
U.S. and Lebanese authorities, a BBC investiga-
tion has found.

Bassam al-Hassan, who oversaw Syria's chemi-
cal weapons program and was a senior adviser to
former President Bashar al-Assad, is being har-
bored in Lebanon following the Assad regime's
collapse in 2024, the BBC said.

An investigation by the BBC and the U.S. broad-
caster NPR has discovered that Hassan has been
allowed to remain in Lebanon under an arrange-
ment involving the FBI, and other U.S. and
Lebanese authorities. “This is because of his will-
ingness to provide information about the abduc-
tion of American journalist Austin Tice in Syria in
2012, as well as additional intelligence,” sources
told the BBC and NPR.

Last month the BBC revealed Tice's abduction had
been a planned operation, with Hassan in the chain
of command.

Officials from two different branches of Syria's
new government have told the BBC they want
Hassan returned to face trial, but that U.S. authori-
ties want him kept in Lebanon, and they say there
is little Damascus can do about this.

“Hassan receives money from the U.S. authori-
ties through an intermediary, making it harder to
trace,” sources told the BBC.

Hassan is sanctioned by the US government.
“People connected to the Tice investigation say
they have seen little evidence it has significantly
advanced since Hassan began providing informa-
tion as part of this agreement. The deal is believed
to have been struck in the spring of 2025,” the
BBC said.

Hassan is not the only Syrian regime official
whose connection to the Tice case has seemingly
afforded him financial payments or assistance for
living abroad.

One former regime member said he had received
money from the FBI multiple times in exchange
for his co-operation on Tice's case. It was "not in
his interest to share all the information all at once,"”
he told the BBC, "in order to be able to drag out
how long he can continue to receive payments
from them [the U.S. authorities]".

Another former regime member connected to the
Tice case claimed he was living in Lebanon under
the "patronage” of the U.S. authorities, citing this
as the reason he could not speak to the BBC about
Tice.

The BBC spoke to a former senior Lebanese intel-
ligence official who confirmed that Lebanese
intelligence does have arrangements with the
Americans, and that these types of payments have
and do take place when both agencies have over-
lap in cases, but said he had no knowledge of pay-
ments involving the Tice case.

Following the fall of the Assad regime in early
December 2024, Hassan is believed to have ini-
tially escaped to Iran.

A Syrian businessman, with strong connections to
both the former regime and the Lebanese authori-
ties, told the BBC that negotiations had then taken
place - involving the U.S., Lebanon, and Iran - to
bring Hassan to Lebanon.

lrag rejects Syrian
request to repatriate
4,000 IS detainees

Irag has rejected Syria's request to repatriate
thousands of suspected Islamic State members
transferred from Syrian detention centers to Iraqi
custody earlier this year, a senior Iragi security
official said.

Iragi National Security Advisor Qasim al-Aboudi
said that a meeting had been held recently between
Syria, Iraq and the United States to discuss the
fate of the prisoners.

Al-Aboudi said Syria had requested that the
approximately 4,000 Syrian prisoners be handed
over to be tried in Syria, but Iraq refused. Iraq has
determined that about 400 Syrian detainees were
not members of the Islamic State group and can
be released, he told The Associated Press. About
50 have already been repatriated. Hundreds of the
Syrians still detained in Iraq are believed to be
high-ranking members of the extremist group.
"Iraq is conducting investigations, and anyone
proved to have committed crimes in Iraq will be
tried under Iraqi law," he said.

Some prisoners could later be transferred to their
home countries to complete their sentences, he
said.

More than 5,700 prisoners with alleged IS ties —
including some 4,000 Syrians — were transferred
from northeast Syria to Iraq after fighting broke
out in January between Syrian government forces
and the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces,
which had long guarded the detention centers
where they were held.

Some IS-linked prisoners managed to flee during
the chaos of the clashes, and there were fears that
a larger-scale escape would take place. While the
extremist group lost control of the territory it once
seized in Iraq and Syria years ago, its cells still
periodically carry out attacks in both countries.
The discussions about the prisoners' fate come
as the United States has ended a 12-year mission
to fight IS in Irag, with the last U.S. troops with-
drawing from the country last month.

Al-Aboudi said Iraq has asked for financial sup-
port from the U.S. and other countries taking part
in the global coalition against IS to help with the
costs of housing the prisoners.

"Iraq asked for an allocation of $500 million. The
coalition promised support, but Iraq is still wait-
ing," he said.

Many of the prisoners transferred to Iraq had been
held in Syria for years without charges. Rights
groups have raised concerns about detention con-
ditions in both countries.

Human Rights Watch said in a report last week
that "the Iraqi justice system has a documented
history of torture and unlawful executions.” It
urged Iragi authorities to "adhere to international
fair trial and detention standards" and abolish the
death penalty.

Al-Aboudi said prisoners from countries that do
not enforce capital punishment would not face the
death penalty. Those from countries with prisoner
exchange agreements with Iraq could be trans-
ferred home to complete their sentences after con-
viction, he said.

Many Western countries have been reluctant to
repatriate citizens accused or convicted of IS ties,
as well as women and children.
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Australia has been, and
always will be, a country
made up of migrants.

Our country is stronger, richer and better for the many migrants
who over time, have chosen to make Australia their home.
There will always be many more people who wish to move
to Australia than we can accommodate. We should ensure the
size of our migration program is manageable and sustainable.
Over recent years, these principles have been compromised
under the Albanese Labor government. Labor has lost control
of the numbers of people coming to Australia, whilst failing to
remove people who are here unlawfully without a visa at all.
Since Anthony Albanese was elected 5 years ago, Labor has
brought around 1.5 million additional people to Australia
- roughly the population of Adelaide. In the meantime, the
number of people here unlawfully has risen to 77,000 and
additional 30,000 illegal boat arrivals have been allowed to
stay.

Every year Anthony Albanese has been in power; net overseas
migration has been far higher than Labor predicted. Currently,
one in ten people living in Australia is on a temporary visa
and have been here for years, switching between visas without
making a commitment to our country.

A Coalition government will take back control of our migra-
tion system to make it work for all Australians by bringing in
the right people in the right numbers, with a laser focus on the
skills Australia needs.

Our multicultural society has worked best when the founda-
tion of Australia’s migration program invites people to come
to Australia to settle down, become citizens, work, raise a
family, and put down roots.

Instead, what we increasingly have is a ‘guest worker” model,
where we have many temporary workers who are less invested
in a long-term future in Australia, and who do not have the
skills Australia needs.

The Coalition has a plan to reverse this model.

Under The Plan we announced last week, a Liberal govern-
ment will bring migration back to a sustainable level, reduce
‘temporary” migration, and favour permanent migration.
Under Labor, net overseas migration program is currently run-
ning at 292,000 per year.

In The Plan Angus Taylor announced last week, a Liberal gov-
ernment will bring migration levels to 100,000 per year for
the first two years, before increasing to 160,000 in year four.
We will also reduce the number of temporary visa holders in
Australia by around 650,000 over the four years, by putting
an end to visa-hopping. New temporary visa applications will
need to be applied for from offshore.

This will ensure the migration program gets back in bal-
ance preferring permanent over temporary. To this end, we
are keeping the size of the permanent program at 185,000
annually, while also refocusing the program at more skilled
migrants. This means Australia can keep giving opportunities
to those who have great contributions to make our country
stronger and more prosperous.

Importantly, a Liberal government will maintain the current
size of the permanent skilled migration program. Our aim is
to prioritise bringing in higher-skilled migrants who will settle
in Australia and make Australia home.

There will not be any changes to family reunion visas under
the Liberals’ plan.

Our migration policy is part of our plan to fix the economy,
get the economy growing again, and restore Australian’s stan-
dard of living.

It sits alongside our plan to reverse Labor’s tax increases,
to cut income taxes, support small business, and build more
houses.

Lower numbers and higher quality. More permanent arrivals
and less temporary guest workers. That is Our Plan for a better
migration program for Australia.

Haigh Park gets a Caring
for Country makeover

Liverpool City Council celebrated the restoration of
Haigh Park with a community Block Party recognising
the environmental, cultural and community importance
of the Georges River site.

The Caring for Country Celebration Block Party brought
together local residents, community organisations and
First Nations representatives to celebrate improvements
to the long-established park.

Liverpool Mayor Ned Mannoun said Haigh Park was an
important place for both the environment and the local
community.

“Haigh Park is a beautiful part of the Georges River, but
it is also a place with deep cultural significance,” Mayor
Mannoun said.

“This area has been important to Aboriginal people for
generations, and today it remains an important meeting
place for our local First Nations community, including
the Liverpool Elders Coffee Club. Led by Uncle Dennis
Smith, Aunty Anne and Aunty Lexy Carrol, the Elders
Coffee Club does amazing work caring for this park,
coming together every Friday to clean the lake, look
after the native plantings and help maintain this impor-
tant meeting place.

“The restoration works we are celebrating today show
what can be achieved when government, community and
local organisations work together to care for an important
place. The project has delivered new sandstone along the
foreshore, bush regeneration and native planting, water
quality monitoring, bird and shorebird monitoring and a
new Bush Tucker Garden.

“New educational and cultural signage will also help
visitors understand the Indigenous heritage of this site
and the traditional knowledge connected to the Georges
River.”

The project was funded through the NSW Government’s
Cumberland Plain Conservation Plan Caring for Country
Council Grants Program, delivered by the NSW Depart-
ment of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure in partner-
ship with the Western Sydney Regional Organisation of
Councils (WSROC).

Mayor Mannoun thanked the NSW Government and
WSROC for their partnership with Liverpool City Coun-
cil: “Importantly, today is also about bringing people
together,” he said.

“Haigh Park is a place where culture, community and
the environment come together. Today’s Block Party is
a chance for the community to enjoy the improvements,
learn about the history and culture of this special place,
and celebrate the local people and organisations who
help care for it.”

The celebration featured a First Nations-led Welcome,
cultural activities, family entertainment, food and
refreshments from local businesses, and activities high-
lighting the environmental and cultural significance of
Haigh Park.

Media Contact:
Alan Gale

communications@liverpool.nsw.gov.au

0429 892 639

Councillors Zeli Munjiza, Emmanuel Adjei and mem-
bers of the Liverpool Elders Coffee Club at the Haigh
Park community Block Party.

Multicultural Youth Awards

MELBOURNE, VIC - Three young Australians whose work
spans elite sport, education and youth justice were among 13
award recipients recognised at the 2026 Multicultural Youth
Awards at the MCG, following more than 250 nominations
from across Australia.

The national celebration brought together Federal and State
Ministers and MPs, Commissioners, community and faith
leaders, influencers, sector leaders, families and young
people, with 13 awards recognising achievement across sport,
education, leadership, community service, entrepreneurship,
advocacy and the arts. Now in its third year, the Awards have
grown into a national platform recognising the achievements
and contributions of multicultural young Australians.
Essendon Football Club’s Jayden Nguyen received the Young
Sportsperson of the Year Award after making AFL history in
2025 as the first player of Vietnamese heritage to compete at
AFL level.

African Australian educator Ladan Ahmed received one of the
night’s most prestigious honours.

South Sudanese Australian finalist Moses Riek was recog-
nised for a remarkable transformation from incarceration to
becoming a respected youth mentor. Danish Rizal, a Malay-
sian fashion designer, international student and content creator
with more than 10,000 followers on Instagram alone, received
the Outstanding Contribution to the Community Award.

The 2026 Multicultural Youth Awards were supported by
government, community and corporate partners including
VicHealth, the Centre for Multicultural Youth, TAFE Victoria,
Cultura, SBS, NAATI and the City of Melbourne.

The 13 awards also recognised young Australians across aca-
demia, entrepreneurship, volunteering, Aboriginal self-deter-
mination, leadership, creative arts and digital advocacy. View
the full list of 2026 award recipients.

Award recipients, finalists and Multicultural Youth Group
representatives are available for post-event interviews. Story
angles include Jayden Nguyen on AFL history and Vietnam-
ese Australian representation; Ladan Ahmed on African Aus-
tralian youth leadership and education; Moses Riek on lived
experience, youth justice and crime prevention; and Danish
Rizal on international students, fashion, digital influence and
cultural identity.

High-resolution professional photographs from the MCG
ceremony are available for publication, including award pre-
sentations, recipient portraits, VIP photographs and event
imagery.

The Multicultural Youth Awards celebrate the achievements,
leadership and contributions of multicultural young Austra-
lians across sport, education, community service, entrepre-
neurship, advocacy and the arts.

Media  enquiries:  Multicultural
info@multiculturalyouthawards.com.au

Youth  Group
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Email: HELEN@mfcf.com.au
Flowers for All Occasions
Specialising in Wedding & Funerals City
& Metropolitan Deliveries
Eosnwdl bl V - s slondl S | gl
Open Hours: Mon-Sat: 8am-7pm/ Sun: 9am-4pm
91A Fowler Rd. Merrylands NSW 2160
Ph: 02 9892 1564 - Fax: 02 9681 5989
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479 HENRY LAWSON ‘ 27 MITCHEL STREET ‘ 5/21 CARTER ROAD

DRIVE, MILPERA ENDFIELD MENAI

SPECIAL RUNS
14/10/26 TO 20/10/26
OR WHILE STOCKS LAST
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