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- Fresh Cage, Free Range direct from the farm

- Duck and Quail Eggs

- Bagged Cow, Chicken and Sheep Manure

Halal chicken products

.Free Range g yaidll ¢ CJLb oo —

ST 2 35lg plaag i slaw —
colegypell 3Lailly Blasdl LUl wlaiie —

C\EU CL>.>5 Jy.& cwl.u OJ.WO 44.> bﬁ—

Whole fresh chickens
Chicken nuggets

- Garden Care Products and Mulches

- Live young laying pullets, roosters and boiler chickens

- Dressed duck, pigeon, quail, rabbit, spatchcock and boiler

chickens

53-65 Ferrers Rd, Horsley Park, 2175

Ph: 9620 1267 www.fenechfamilyfarm.com.au
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TRADING HOURS

MON-SAT 8:30am — 4:30pm, SUN 8:30am - 12pm.
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WEDNESDAY 04 NOVEMBER 2026

THE AUSTRALIAN LEBANESE FOUNDATION
WELCOMES YOUR ATTENDANCE AT THE:

2026 SCHOLARSHIP
DINNER

EMED GUEST SPEAKERS:

DR FADLO KHURI

President, American University of Beirut

PROF. NASSIM NICHOLAS TALEB

Lebanese-American Essayist, Scholar,
Risk Analyst & Author of The Black Swan
HOW TO THRIVE IN

AN UNCERTAIN WORLD

THE ROLE OF UNIVERSITIES IN
EMPOWERING A BRIGHTER FUTURE
FOR THE LEBANESE AT HOME AND ABROAD

MACLAURIN HALL - UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY

(PARKING AVAILABLE NEW LAW BUILDING) SECHESS CODE BLACKTIE L RSTARTING FEMRS

$250 + www.australianiebanesefoundation.com.au

| RSVP: ALF@SYDNEY. EIW AU
©GEO‘RGE Montepa 527101
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Liverpool faces $1.8
million funding cut as
City grows

Liverpool City Council
estimates changes in the
way Commonwealth fund-
ing is distributed by the
NSW Government would
leave it with less money to
maintain roads, parks and
community facilities.

The NSW Local Govern-
ment Grants Commission
is proposing to change
the methodology of how
it distributes Commonwealth Financial Assistance Grants
(FA Grants) to local councils, and the Council says this will
leave it worse off.

Mayor Ned Mannoun says the proposed change would leave
Council with less money to look after more residents and
provide the facilities its rapidly growing community needs.
“Liverpool is growing fast, and that means more roads to
maintain, more parks and sporting fields to look after, and
more demand for community facilities and services.
“Cutting our funding while our city is growing makes it
harder to keep up. We need a fair system that recognises
what it actually costs to look after our community.
“Liverpool Council is already facing growing costs as state
and federal responsibilities are increasingly passed down to
local government, and the proposed funding cuts would fur-
ther reduce its capacity to absorb these costs while continu-
ing to deliver essential services and facilities for residents.”
Under the proposed changes, Liverpool’s annual Financial
Assistance Grant falls from $10.28 million to $8.47 million.
In a submission to the Grants Commission, Liverpool Coun-
cil argues the proposed funding formula does not properly
account for the costs of rapid population growth, social
housing, ageing roads and the upkeep of new infrastructure.
The proposed roads funding cut is particularly concerning,
with more than 40 kilometres of Council-managed roads
already classified as being in very poor condition.
Liverpool is also dealing with growing traffic and freight
movements linked to new housing developments, Western
Sydney International Airport and the emerging Aerotropo-
lis.

Mayor Mannoun said Liverpool provided roads, services
and facilities for people from across Southwestern Sydney,
not just those who lived in the area.

“Our roads, hospitals, schools, sporting facilities and public
spaces serve people from right across the region. That puts
extra pressure on local infrastructure, and Council has to
manage those costs.

“We also have to maintain new parks, roads and facilities
as our suburbs grow. Those costs don’t disappear once the
building work is finished.”

Council wants the Commission to rethink the proposed for-
mula, explain how the funding figures were calculated and
give councils time to adjust if changes go ahead.

It also wants the overall pool of Commonwealth funding for
councils increased before major cuts are made to individual
councils.

Mayor Mannoun said Liverpool was not asking for special
treatment.

“We’re asking for a fair go. If the population grows and the
demand for services increases, the funding needs to reflect
that.

“Our job is to look after our residents and provide the roads,
parks and facilities they rely on. We need a funding system
that helps us do that, not one that makes it harder.”

Media Contact:

Alan Gale  communications@liverpool.nsw.gov.au

Mayor Ned Mannoun
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Lebanon opens investigation
Into Syrian militia leader's
abduction and transfer to Syria

-ByBASSEM MROUE Associated Press

Lebanese authorities were investigating how a
former Syrian militia commander suspected of
committing crimes during the government of
ousted President Bashar Assad was abducted in
Lebanon and taken to Syria, judicial and security
officials said.

Syria’s intelligence department said that it had
detained Ali Kayali, also known as Mihrac Ural, as
he was trying to flee from Syria across the border.
The intelligence department said that Kayali was
responsible for killings in 2013 in the coastal town
of Baniyas that left hundreds of people dead.
Lebanese judicial officials said that the country’s
public prosecution had opened an investigation
Into the case. Authorities asked army intelligence
and police intelligence units to analyze telecom-
munication calls to determine whether Kayali was
taken to the Syrian Embassy outside of Beirut or
straight to Syria after he was picked up in the Leb-
anese mountain town of Mansouriyeh where he
had been living.

The three judicial and two security officials spoke
on condition of anonymity, because they weren't
authorized to speak to the media about the case,
which was still under investigation.

A Syrian official didn't immediately respond when
asked for comment over the alleged kidnapping.
A photo of the handcuffed gray-haired Kayali sur-
faced on social media as he stood between two
Syrian flags.

Lebanese authorities were investigating whether
the photo was taken at the Syrian Embassy in
Lebanon.

Syrian authorities released a photo of Kayali, who
was born in 1956, wearing a prison uniform.

The Turkey-born Kayali was one of Syria’s
most wanted figures, and news about his arrest
led to celebrations in parts of Syria, because he
was blamed for sectarian killings during Assad’s
crackdown on the opposition in the early years of
the conflict that broke out in March 2011.

Such kidnappings in Lebanon aren't uncommon.
In 2011, Assad’s authorities were blamed for the
kidnapping of senior Baath Party official Shibli
al-Aysami from the Lebanese mountain town of
Aley. Al-Aysami, who was a leading member of
the Baath Party that governed Syria and Iraq for
decades, was 86 at the time and was never found.
In August, Lebanon’s judicial authorities handed
over a former senior Syrian military officer under
Assad to Damascus after questioning him over
crimes he allegedly committed during the coun-
try’s conflict.

Dozens of officials have been put on trial in Syria
since Assad’s fall over suspected crimes they
allegedly committed during Syria’s conflict that
left 500,000 people dead.

Assad’s cousin and senior security official Atef
Najib was sentenced to death in August. Assad
was sentenced in absentia.

Assad was ousted from power when gunmen
opposed to him marched to Damascus in Decem-
ber 2024, ending the five-decade rule of the Assad
family.

Lacroix reaffirms UN commitment
to peace and stability as UNIFIL
prepares for drawdown

Concluding a three-day visit to Lebanon, UN
Under-Secretary-General for Peace Operations
Jean-Pierre Lacroix reaffirmed the importance of
Security Council resolution 1701 and the UN’s
commitment to supporting peace and stability in
Lebanon as UNIFIL prepares for its drawdown
and planned withdrawal at the end of its mandate
on 31 December 2026.

In meetings with senior Lebanese officials,
including President Joseph Aoun, Parliament
Speaker Nabih Berri, Prime Minister Nawaf
Salam, Defence Minister Michel Menassa, For-
eign Affairs Minister Youssef Rajji and Leba-
nese Armed Forces (LAF) Commander General
Rodolphe Haykal, Mr. Lacroix discussed the
implementation of resolution 1701, UNIFIL’s
work and options for the future following the
mission’s departure.

Meeting with members of the diplomatic com-
munity, representatives of UNIFIL’s troop-con-
tributing countries and the UN Country Team, he
expressed appreciation for their critical support
to the mission and its efforts to promote peace
and stability in Lebanon.

At UNIFIL headquarters in Nagoura, Mr. Lac-
roix met with the mission’s leadership and civil-
ian and military peacekeepers, thanking them
for their continued dedication while serving in
a particularly challenging operational environ-
ment.

“The Lebanese authorities themselves have
been very clear that they think there needs to be
this third party — the UN — avoiding unattended
escalation and incidents spiraling out of control
between the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) and the
LAF,” said Mr. Lacroix, highlighting concerns
over the future of the Blue Line and support for
communities in south Lebanon after UNIFIL’s
departure.

Under Security Council resolution 1701, UNIFIL
continues to support Lebanon and Israel in meet-
ing their obligations by impartially monitoring
developments and reporting violations, liais-
ing with the parties to help prevent misunder-
standings and reduce tensions, and facilitating
humanitarian missions.

The visit came as UNIFIL prepares to conclude
its mandate at the end of 2026, and as the Secu-
rity Council considers options for the post-UNI-
FIL period.

Iran-backed militias sending
money back to cash-starved
IRGC, U.S. says

-Barak Ravid:

Iran-backed militias in the region have been sending
money back to the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
to relieve the economic pressure it's under after nine
months of war, U.S. CENTCOM Commander Adm.
Brad Cooper said.

While the U.S. military has been preparing for a pos-
sible resumption of major combat operations against
Iran, the Trump administration continues to put
Immense pressure on the regime with its naval block-
ade and severe sanctions.

U.S. officials say the economic chokehold is caus-
ing serious difficulties for Iran and its security forces,
while making the regime frustrated and aggressive.
The White House hopes the pressure will induce Iran to
make a deal that includes nuclear concessions. But so
far, that hasn't happened.

Cooper said the naval blockade has cost Iran $25 bil-
lion in lost oil revenue.

Additionally, CENTCOM and the Treasury Depart-
ment have managed in recent weeks to freeze $350
million that Iran had in cryptocurrency.

In a video message, Cooper revealed that Iran-backed
groups such as Hezbollah, Hamas and Shia militias in
Iraq — which have been funded by the IRGC for years
— now have to give the money back.

"The financial strain on Iran's military has become so
significant that there are reports about Iran-aligned
militia groups across the region withholding payments
for their soldiers in order to funnel money back to the
IRGC, which also isn't paying its troops," he said.
Cooper said the Iranian government is withholding sal-
aries, pensions and benefits from public sector workers,
including the internal security forces and the IRGC.
Cooper attributed the significant increase in Iranian
attacks against ships in the Strait of Hormuz to "des-
peration™ within the IRGC.

Despite those attacks, he said that the Strait of Hormuz
is still open — with 400 ships and 100 million barrels
of oil moving through it over the last week.

In recent weeks, CENTCOM has almost completely
stopped conducting strikes against Iranian anti-ship
missiles and attack drone launchers in the area of the
strait.

The pause in strikes, which was ordered by the White
House to avoid escalating the war ahead of the midterm
elections, made Iran more confident about launching
attacks, a U.S. official said.

Consequently, CENTCOM is concerned that the
increase in ship attacks will cause shipping companies
to think twice about transiting the strait — resulting in
less oil coming out and a spike in oil prices.

U.S. officials say Iran is also attacking more ships to
try to raise oil prices and ratchet up pressure on Trump
ahead of the midterms.

The White House and Qatari mediators are still waiting
to hear back from Iran about a U.S. counterproposal
to end the war. "It's still in internal deliberations in
Tehran," a U.S. official said.

Regional mediators told Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi in recent days that Iran shouldn't wait
until after the midterms to give its response, a regional
source with direct knowledge said.

The regional mediators told Iran there's no guarantee
that Trump will be more conciliatory after the mid-
terms — on the contrary, he might be more aggressive.
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479 HENRY LAWSON ‘ 27 MITCHEL STREET ‘ 5/21 CARTER ROAD

DRIVE, MILPERA ENDFIELD MENAI

SPECIAL RUNS
21/10/26 TO 27/10/26
OR WHILE STOCKS LAST
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