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Shaoquett Moselmane:
Tribute to Peter Manning

Described as one of
the finest Australian
journalists of his
generation, former
Four Corners executive
producer and ABC
news and current affairs
Chief, Peter Manning,
was a fierce and fearless
journalist. A colossus of
Australian investigative
journalism, and a loyal
protector of journalists
and the best boss ever.
Peter was not only a
professional in what
he did, but he was
also a human being in
his relationship with
colleagues, family and
friends. He was the
consummate gentleman.
A moral and an ethical
individual. He fought
for Justice for the
underdog. His passion
and compassion shone
through his work and his
friendships.

At one point in his life,
Peter had considered
joining the priesthood,
however as he had said,
‘live your values of love
and social justice in
the world, don’t hide in
a church’. Peter was a
radical. a small r radical.
Much of the influence for
his radicalism came from
the horrors of Vietnam
and the injustices
perpetrated against the
people of Palestine.

For us, tonight is not
about his journalistic
achievements. Tonight
is rather about Peter’s
humanity, his compassion
and his fight for justice for
the people of the Middle
East and specifically the
people of Palestine.
Tonight you will hear a
little more about Peter
from five friends of his.
Each will speak for five
minutes or less. All in all,
we should go for no more
than 30-40 minutes. So
please turn your phones
off or place them on
silent and give each of
the speakers your full
attention.

At the conclusion of the
speeches, we will get to
mingle, have Tea and
coffee, chat and take
as many photos as you
wish with family and
colleagues.

Before I call on the
first speaker, I would
like to welcome you all,
especially Peters partner
Mrs. Carol Lawson and
thank her for honouring
us with her presence.

[ want to take this
opportunity to thank
Louay Moustapha and
Khalil Jaber for setting up

Shaoquett Moselmane

the hall and for providing
us with the Tea and coffee
and other refreshments.
Special thank you to Mr.
Bilal Skaff, Skaff media
for coverage of tonight’s
event. Always gratitude
to Mustapha Hijazi and to
Ali Fares for photographic
and video coverage of
community events and
all our Arabic media
representatives here or
those who couldn’t make
it. I am always grateful to
them for covering local
news and views.

[ extend special
welcome to those media
representatives here
tonight, Mr. Akram
Mghawesh, Ms. Joumana
Nansour, Nour Alhouda
TV and Radio, and other
journalists here this
evening including Mr.
Zafar Hussain editor in
chief of Sada-E-Watan.
Finally, gratitude to SBS
Arabic for their interest
and interview discussing
this community event. |
want to welcome amongst
us former mayor of
bayside Clr Joe Awada
and former Deputy
Mayor of Leichhardt Ms.
Linda Kelly.

On behalf of the
Australian Lebanese
Consultative Committee
and its convenor Mr.
Mustapha Hamed and
Friends of Peter Manning
[ welcome you all and
once again thank you for
joining us in this event in
honour of a friend - the
late Prof Peter manning.
[ ask you to please stand
for one moments silence
in memory of Prof
manning.as he describes
himself “shares a deep
and close friendship with
Prof manning, one that
extends far beyond their
shared commitment to
justice and Palestinians
rights. Please join me in
welcoming to the lectern,
Mr. Shamikh Badra.

In conclusion.

I want to take this
opportunity to present
a bunch of flowers to
prof Manning’s wife
and partner Mrs. Carol
Lawson on behalf of all
of us here and all who
loved and respected Prof
manning.
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- Fresh Cage, Free Range direct from the farm

- Duck and Quail Eggs

- Bagged Cow, Chicken and Sheep Manure

Halal chicken products
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Whole fresh chickens
Chicken nuggets

- Garden Care Products and Mulches

- Live young laying pullets, roosters and boiler chickens

- Dressed duck, pigeon, quail, rabbit, spatchcock and boiler

chickens

53-65 Ferrers Rd, Horsley Park, 2175

Ph: 9620 1267 www.fenechfamilyfarm.com.au
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TRADING HOURS

MON-SAT 8:30am — 4:30pm, SUN 8:30am - 12pm.
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WEDNESDAY 04 NOVEMBER 2026

THE AUSTRALIAN LEBANESE FOUNDATION
WELCOMES YOUR ATTENDANCE AT THE:

2026 SCHOLARSHIP
DINNER

MED GUEST SPEAKERS:

PROF. NASSIM NICHOLAS TALEB

Lebanese-American Essayist, Scholar,
Risk Analyst & Author of The Black Swan
HOW TO THRIVE IN

AN UNCERTAIN WORLD

MACLAURIN HALL - UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY
(PARKING AVAILABLE NEW LAW BUILDING)

MONTESSORI
,,,,,,, YN eSS S

® DRESSCODEBLACKTIE ¢ STARTING7PM o

@ GEORGE

DR FADLO KHURI

President, American University of Beirut

THE ROLE OF UNIVERSITIES IN
EMPOWERING A BRIGHTER FUTURE
FOR THE LEBANESE AT HOME AND ABROAD

$250 + www.australianiebanesefoundation.com.au

RSVP: ALF@SYDNEY.EDU.AU
SUSI TOUMA 0425271019

G o i
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WSIA is Liverpool’s
global opportunity

Liverpool Mayor Ned Mannoun says Western Sydney Inter-
national Airport is Liverpool’s catalyst for global invest-
ment, local jobs and the creation of a truly global city.
Speaking shortly before boarding the first commercial pas-
senger flight from WSIA today, Mayor Mannoun said: “Liv-
erpool backed the airport vision from the outset.

“In April 2014, Prime Minister Tony Abbott confirmed Bad-
gerys Creek as the site for Western Sydney’s new airport,
followed the next day by announcing in Liverpool Council
Chambers the major infrastructure package needed to sup-
port its development.”

The airport and its surrounding precinct are already attract-
ing unprecedented investment, with around $29 billion com-
mitted by government and a further $34 billion in private
investment helping to transform Western Sydney into a
major economic and employment hub.

“Western Sydney International Airport is now open, Liver-
pool is open for business, and we intend to make the most of
this extraordinary opportunity,” Mayor Mannoun said.

“The future is only limited by our imagination. We have
spent years backing this vision, and now we need to turn
global connectivity into investment, jobs and prosperity for
our residents.

“Liverpool Council will continue to create a global city,
championing the infrastructure, investment and economic
opportunities that will help Liverpool take its place on the
world stage.”

Western Sydney International Airport is the centrepiece of a
near $18 billion Australian Government investment in West-
ern Sydney. Its 24-hour operations will support passenger
travel and freight services, with the airport’s cargo precinct
designed to ultimately handle up to 1.8 million tonnes of air
cargo annually.

The airport project has already generated more than 12,800
jobs, with around half going to local workers, while more
than $500 million has flowed to more than 360 Western
Sydney businesses during construction.

Mayor Mannoun said Liverpool was exceptionally well
placed to build on this momentum, with major transport,
logistics, health, education and commercial precincts creat-
ing a powerful platform for growth.

Moorebank Intermodal Terminal connects freight by rail
to Sydney’s container port, while the airport creates new
opportunities for exporters, manufacturers, freight operators
and businesses serving international markets.

“Businesses can look at Liverpool and see the ingredients for
success: international connectivity, major freight infrastruc-
ture, a growing economy and a young, diverse workforce.
“We want businesses to establish here, expand here and
employ local people. We want international investors to rec-
ognise that Liverpool is a place to build for the future.”
Liverpool is already an economic powerhouse in its own
right, with a population of around 226,000, more than
30,000 registered businesses and over 114,500 local jobs.
Its gross regional product is approaching $19 billion, and its
population is projected to exceed 353,000 by 2046.

The city’s international outlook is reflected in its people.
Residents represent more than 150 nationalities, speak
around 140 languages and bring valuable connections to
markets and communities around the world. More than half
of residents speak a language other than English at home.
With a median age of around 34, Liverpool also has a young
population and a growing pool of future workers to support
expanding industries.

Mayor Mannoun said the challenge was to ensure the
region’s infrastructure kept pace with its growth.

“An airport alone will not deliver everything our commu-
nity deserves. We need the roads, rail connections, public
transport, utilities and supporting infrastructure that allow
businesses to invest with confidence and residents to access
the jobs being created.

“Council will continue to advocate strongly for these con-
nections, work with government and industry, and promote
Liverpool to investors here and overseas.

“Two in three Liverpool residents travel outside the city for
work. We have an opportunity to change that by attracting
more employers and creating high-quality jobs closer to
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Lebanon... The Truck of Explosives

and Lessons Ignored

- Sam Menassa:

The affair of the explosives
transported from the Bekaa
to Beirut has dispelled
hopes that the second anni-
versary of the assassination
of the former secretary-
general, Hassan Nasrallah,
would be an occasion for
reviewing the party's mili-
tary and political choices in
light of its heavy losses and
of what Lebanon, and the
party's base in particular,
has suffered in killing, dis-
placement, and destruction.
The discourse of the party
and its secretary-general,
Naim Qassem, affirmed the
continuation of its course
and defended it, rather than
holding the leadership, its
policies, and their results to
account.

With this insistence on its
approach, the party presents
its survival and its capacity
to carry on as proof that its
choices were right. But is
survival alone enough? Or
do the scale of the losses and
the change in the balance of
power require a review that
goes beyond clinging to
weapons and invoking the
late leader's legacy without
questioning his choices?
The party invokes Nasral-
lah as a source of legiti-
macy on which the current
leadership leans to keep its
public cohesive. But loy-
alty to the late leader does
not exempt it from assess-
ing his choices, nor does it
make the continuation of
his approach a duty above
every other consideration.
Having placed the require-
ments of its regional role
above the interests of Leba-
non and the Lebanese, the
party has not been moved
to change its choices even
by the losses it inflicted
on itself and its base. This
insistence becomes harder
still to justify now that the
conditions that built the par-
ty's influence have changed,
its capacity to exert influ-
ence has declined, and the
cost of using its weapons
has risen. The leadership
is responsible for review-
ing its choices in light of
these facts, rather than turn-
ing the leader's legacy into
an immunity that shields it
from accountability.
Qassem stressed that Israel
has not succeeded in break-
ing the resistance. But the
organization's survival and
its continued fighting do
not mean it has succeeded
in deterrence or in protect-
ing the population and the
land. When the party's sur-
vival is presented as suffi-
cient proof that its choices
were right, preserving the

organization becomes the
measure of success and the
security of citizens falls to
second rank.

The review should therefore
begin with an assessment
of the decision to enter the
war and to continue it. Were
the party's estimates of the
balance of power realistic?
Did it account for the limits
of Iran's support, the scale
of the Israeli response, and
society's capacity to bear
the cost? And how does it
explain the gap between the
promises of protection and
the actual results of the war?
The review also covers the
party's relationship with its
popular base, which bore the
brunt of the war's cost. Con-
tinued loyalty to the party
does not rule out restlessness
within that base, nor does
it drown out Shiite voices
that have become bolder in
opposing its weapons and its
choices. These voices do not
mean the collapse of its pop-
ular base, but they show that
the base's cohesion does not
mean consensus on the war's
usefulness or acceptance of
the cost of the attachment to
Iran.

The review requires respect-
ing the right of those who
have been harmed to hold
the leadership to account,
rather than treating their loy-
alty as an open mandate to
continue the same choices.
It also covers the party's
relationship with the state.
The speeches of its secre-
tary-general and a number
of its officials have turned
to attacking the Lebanese
authorities' choices, call-
ing for a freeze on direct
negotiations with Israel, and
refusing to discuss exclusive
state control of weapons on
the pretext of the continu-
ing Israeli occupation of the
South. In this way the party
keeps the state's sovereignty
suspended on a condition
whose criteria of fulfilment
it sets itself, according to
the agenda of its patron
Iran, while demanding that
the state provide protection,
stop the attacks, and rebuild.
Here lies the contradiction:
it loads the state with the
responsibilities of sover-
eignty, while withholding
from it the instruments for
exercising them, by retain-
ing - as a militia tied to
Tehran - an independent
military decision.
Reviewing the party's rela-
tionship with the state
cannot be separated from
reviewing its attachment to
Iran's strategy. Tehran acts
according to its own inter-
ests and may use its proxies
to pressure its adversaries

and improve its negotiat-
ing position, even at the
expense of their interests
and their countries'. With
the American-Iranian
negotiations stalled, Leba-
non remains exposed to the
consequences of calcula-
tions it does not control.
The dilemma the party
faces is how far it is ready
to put its base and all Leba-
nese people's need to end
the war and recover sover-
eignty ahead of the require-
ments of the role it plays
within Iran's strategy.
Whatever the outcome
of the "Dawn of Yemen"
operation, launched by
Yemeni government forces
with air support from the
coalition to restore the state
and end Houthi control of
Sanaa, the Yemeni devel-
opments reinforce the need
for the party to review its
regional role.

The Houthis' capacity to
threaten navigation in Bab
al-Mandeb and interna-
tional interests increases
their importance in Teh-
ran's calculations, and
may give them priority in
funding and arms at the
expense of Hezbollah,
whose regional effective-
ness has declined because
of its losses, the imbalance
of power with Israel, and
growing Lebanese rejec-
tion of its weapons. Iranian
support is governed by an
ally's usefulness to Tehran,
not the size of its sacrifices,
while Lebanon and the par-
ty's base remain weighed
down by the cost of its role
within Iran's strategy.

Two years after Nasral-
lah's assassination, the
party's leadership needs a
review. The difficulty is
that it requires ending the
party's military role within
Iran's strategy, accepting
that weapons and foreign
policy decisions belong
exclusively to the state,
and exercising its role in
domestic politics within
the state's institutions and
laws. The state also bears
responsibility for empow-
ering the army and inten-
sifying diplomatic pressure
to stop the attacks, secure
Israel's withdrawal, and
ensure the return of the dis-
placed and reconstruction.
Clinging to an approach
that keeps Lebanon an
arena for battles beyond
its interests reproduces the
causes of the crisis, and
the party's survival is not
enough to justify continu-
ing the choices that have
brought killing, displace-
ment, and destruction on
Lebanon, and on its own
base in particular.

Hezbollah Renews Pledge Not

to Intervene in Support of Tehran

-Mohamed Choucair:

Lebanese are watching
closely to see how Hez-
bollah will respond if US
President Donald Trump
follows through on his
threat to launch a "dev-
astating” military strike
against Iran after the US
midterm elections.

The question is whether
the Lebanese group will
honor its pledge not to
intervene  in  support
of Tehran this time or
repeat what happened last
March.

Asharq  Al-Awsat  has
learned that Hezbollah
has once again informed
Berri that it will not inter-
vene in support of Iran if
war breaks out. Berri sub-
sequently conveyed this
assurance to President
Joseph Aoun.

Iranian Deputy Foreign
Minister Saeed Khatibza-
deh also told a group of
lawmakers aligned with
the Shiite duo during his
recent visit to Beirut that
Tehran would not ask
Hezbollah to intervene if
the United States attacked
Iran in accordance with
Trump's threat.

The sources said Hezbol-
lah could not afford the
consequences of a back-
lash from its own sup-
port base, prompting it to
exercise caution and align
itself with Berri's posi-
tion.

The group would be
unable to absorb another
wave of displacement
resulting from Israeli
Defense Minister Israel
Katz's threat to expand
the security zone in south-
ern Lebanon, potentially
extending attacks to Bei-
rut's southern suburbs and
displacing approximately
one million Shiites.

The sources stressed
that the broader Shiite
community would not
remain silent if Hezbollah
decided to intervene for a
second time in support of
Iran, as it did last March
in violation of its pledge
to Berri

The sources said Qas-
sem's failure to honor his
commitment not to inter-
vene had created a crisis
of confidence within the
Shiite duo, the alliance
between Hezbollah and
Berri's Amal Movement.

The dispute  became
public and raised legiti-
mate questions about who
actually makes decisions

Nabih Berri

within  Hezbollah and
whether the Iranian Rev-
olutionary Guard Corps
holds the ultimate author-
ity, given its influence
inside the group.

They noted that Hez-
bollah's leadership had
initially informed the rel-
evant parties, particularly
Berri, that the group had
nothing to do with the
rocket launches.

However, it refrained from
issuing a public statement
to that effect, which could
have enabled Washington
to intervene with Israel
to prevent a retaliatory
response.

The sources added that
although Hezbollah's lead-
ership had avoided issuing
a statement, Berri was sur-
prised when the group's
military media office
released an announcement
claiming responsibility for
the rockets in retaliation
for Israel's assassination
of the elder Khamenei.
Israel subsequently
expanded its occupa-
tion to include territory
south of the Litani River,
extending toward Beau-
fort Castle and the sur-
rounding towns.

No Direct Communica-
tion Between Berri and
Qassem

The sources also reflected
on Berri's remarks that his
relationship with Hezbol-
lah had been closer under
its former secretary-gen-
eral, Hassan Nasrallah,
and that there was neither
an older nor a younger
brother in the relationship.
They said Berri had main-
tained direct communi-
cation with Nasrallah,
who possessed the ability
to intervene with Iran's
leadership and secure a
response to Berri's con-
cerns about  develop-
ments in Lebanon and the
regional axis of resistance.
The sources explained that
Lebanon's current security
conditions,  particularly
the increasing number of
Israeli assassinations tar-
geting Hezbollah's politi-
cal and military leaders,

do not permit direct
communication between
Berri and Qassem.

The sources said Berri's
remarks about his rela-
tionship with  Hezbol-
lah were also directed
at other political forces,
encouraging them to
meet him halfway rather
than treating the Shiite
duo as a single political
party with which com-
promise is impossible.
According to the sources,
Berri differs from Hez-
bollah in both words and
actions.

Although  Berri  does
not support direct nego-
tiations with Israel, the
sources said his position
differs from that of his
ally in several respects.
Other differences include
Berri's opposition to Hez-
bollah's military interven-
tion in support of Gaza
and Iran.

The sources expressed
surprise that other politi-
cal forces had not shown
greater openness toward
Berri. They argued that
engaging with Berri was
more necessary than
ever, particularly because
direct channels of com-
munication with Hezbol-
lah remain severed.

This explains why Arab
and foreign envoys vis-
iting Beirut continue to
meet him. His approach
to major issues often dif-
fers from Hezbollah's.
The latest example was
his intervention to pre-
vent an internal govern-
ment crisis over whether
explosives seized in Dahr
al-Baydar  should be
referred to the Judicial
Council before investiga-
tions were completed.
Berri and his lawmak-
ers refrained from taking
a position on the matter
out of consideration for
Hezbollah. The question
remains: Will Hezbol-
lah honor its pledge this
time, or will it once again
intervene in support of
Iran under pressure from
the Iranian Revolutionary
Guard Corps?
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479 HENRY LAWSON ‘ 27 MITCHEL STREET ‘ 5/21 CARTER ROAD

DRIVE, MILPERA ENDFIELD MENAI

SPECIAL RUNS
28/10/26 TO 03/11/26
OR WHILE STOCKS LAST
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