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- Fresh Cage, Free Range direct from the farm

- Duck and Quail Eggs

- Bagged Cow, Chicken and Sheep Manure

Halal chicken products
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Whole fresh chickens
Chicken nuggets

- Garden Care Products and Mulches

- Live young laying pullets, roosters and boiler chickens

- Dressed duck, pigeon, quail, rabbit, spatchcock and boiler

chickens

53-65 Ferrers Rd, Horsley Park, 2175

Ph: 9620 1267 www.fenechfamilyfarm.com.au
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Antoine Farah (J.P.)

B.E., M.Eng, Se., M.E.M., CPEng., MIE Aust.
Managing Director
23-25 Kareela Crescent, Greenacre, NSW, 2190

Email: Viscona@bigpond.net.au
Tel: 9793 9291 -Fax: 9796 4560
Mob: 0411 380 404 - 0425 845 045
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Email: HELEN@mfcf.com.au
Flowers for All Occasions
Specialising in Wedding & Funerals City
& Metropolitan Deliveries
gosmall b Al V - s slondl S | il
Open Hours: Mon-Sat: 8am-7pm/ Sun: 9am-4pm
91A Fowler Rd. Merrylands NSW 2160
Ph: 02 9892 1564 - Fax: 02 9681 5989
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Hezbollah Bristles at ‘Friends
of Lebanon’ Statement

Hezbollah lashed out at a statement by the embassies
of five “Friends of Lebanon” countries — Britain, the
United States, Australia, Canada and Japan — demand-
ing that the state hold exclusive control over weapons and
decisions on war and peace.

The statement called for a public commitment from all
lawmakers and political parties to uphold those princi-
ples. It also addressed the Dahr al-Baidar explosives case,
urging a swift, independent judicial process, free from
political interference, to ensure full accountability.

A diplomatic source told Asharq Al-Awsat the statement
sought to “reaffirm our support for the government's
efforts to strengthen state sovereignty and establish its
exclusive control over weapons.”

Lebanese authorities had not been informed of the state-
ment in advance, an official Lebanese source told Asharq
Al-Awsat.

The source said the statement nevertheless fully aligned
with recent positions taken by President Joseph Aoun and
Prime Minister Nawaf Salam against dragging Lebanon
into regional conflicts.

It also came amid mounting fears that Hezbollah could
join a possible future war involving Iran.

Hezbollah denounces ‘brazen interference'

The statement drew a furious response from Hezhollah.
Hezbollah lawmaker Ali Ammar called it “the height of
vulgarity and insolence,” accusing the five countries of
blatant interference in Lebanon's internal affairs.

Ammar said the statement trampled on Lebanon's sover-
eignty, judicial independence, diplomatic norms and the
dignity of its people, going so far as to dictate national
choices and impose political positions.

He also condemned Lebanese authorities for repeatedly
turning a blind eye to such interference and treating it as
routine.

Ammar said the countries, which he accused of falsely
presenting themselves as Lebanon's friends, should
instead have condemned Israel's continued occupation
of Lebanese territory, daily attacks on Lebanese sover-
eignty, killings, destruction, displacement and repeated
violations of international agreements and resolutions.
Rather than fueling divisions, stirring discord and defend-
ing Lebanon's enemies, he said, the countries should have
called for dialogue and national consensus among the
Lebanese.

Pressure mounts on Lebanese authorities

Lawmaker Michel Douaihy said the statement was a
direct message to Lebanese authorities to act on the
weapons issue and translate decisions already taken into
concrete measures.

“Lebanon has not yet missed the train. It can still catch up
through concrete steps by the authorities and a change in
their current approach,” Douaihy told Asharg Al-Awsat.
On the Dahr al-Baidar explosives case, Douaihy said the
matter could no longer be swept under the rug, particu-
larly after a Hezbollah lawmaker claimed the explosives
belonged to the group and demanded their return.

He called for judicial action, arrests and trials, saying
accountability must extend beyond those caught trans-
porting the explosives.

US-French divide over Hezbollah's weapons

The absence of France and Germany — both closely
involved in Lebanese affairs — from the five-nation
statement stood out.

Sami Nader, director of the Levant Institute for Strate-
gic Affairs, said all five signatories were aligned with
Washington in demanding concrete action on Hezbollah's
weapons and rejecting warnings that such steps could
spark a civil war.

That position contrasts with the approach previously
championed by France, which maintained that the Leba-
nese state could not push the army further into confront-
ing Hezbollah without risking internal upheaval.

“The American approach is fundamentally opposed to
this position,” Nader told Asharg Al-Awsat.

Who Controls Hezbollah's

Decision to Go to War?

-Beirut: Paula Astih:

As Lebanese citizens await the repercussions of the US
and Israeli election results on their country's domestic
situation, and whether these will lead to a regional war
involving Lebanon or a major political agreement that
inevitably includes it, reports have recently emerged of
reassurances conveyed to several Lebanese officials that
Hezbollah does not intend to participate in any future war
in support of Iran. For many, however, these reassurances
appear insufficient, given the experience of the latest
round of fighting. At the time, Hezbollah was reportedly
said to have informed Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri that
it would not join the conflict, only to reverse its position
and open fire toward Israel on March 2.

Some reports at the time pointed to conflicting decisions
between the group's political and military wings, with the
position of those controlling operations on the ground,
and Tehran behind them, ultimately prevailing. This raises
serious questions about whether decision-making within
Hezbollah remains centralized, with a political and orga-
nizational leadership whose decisions are binding on all
its institutions, or whether the military wing and com-
manders on the ground now have the final say.
Assessments differ between those who believe Hezbollah
continues to operate under a centralized organizational
structure that leaves no room for conflicting political and
military decisions, and those who argue that the transfor-
mations the group has undergone, particularly following
the latest confrontations and the losses suffered by its
leadership, have made military decision-making more
closely tied to Iran and significantly weakened the politi-
cal leadership's room for maneuver.

Political writer Dr. Qassem Qassir, who closely follows
Hezbollah's positions, explained that the group's leader-
ship is represented by the Decision-Making Shura Coun-
cil, which makes decisions binding on all its bodies and
institutions, including the Political Council and the Jihad
Council. Qassir denied that the Political Council could
adopt one position while the Jihad Council made a con-
flicting decision. "There is one centralized decision made
by the Decision-Making Shura Council, and everyone
abides by it," he said.

According to Qassir, the council includes Hezbollah's sec-
retary-general, the head of its Executive Council, the head
of its parliamentary bloc, the head of its Political Council
and the secretary-general's political aide. But what about
the reassurances reportedly delivered to Lebanese offi-
cials that Hezbollah does not intend to become involved
in another war?

Speaking to Asharg Al-Awsat, Qassir stressed that "there
are no serious, definitive guarantees or promises of this
kind." He explained that Hezbollah determines its posi-
tion according to developments on the ground and cannot
make decisions in advance without knowing the nature
of unfolding events. He also argued that the likelihood
of war had diminished following the US and Israeli elec-
tions, as Washington and Tel Aviv were preoccupied with
their domestic affairs, unless Israel decided to launch a
new attack on Lebanon.

Political writer Ali Al-Amin, editor-in-chief of the Janou-
bia news website, offered a different assessment.

He argued that "the final say within Hezbollah has always
belonged, and continues to belong, to those on the ground,”
adding that the military wing controls operations and rep-
resents a direct and effective extension of Iran's Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps.

Speaking to Asharg Al-Awsat, Al-Amin asserted that "the
decision to ignite a war in Lebanon, whether during the
previous round or in any future confrontation, is primar-
ily an Iranian decision governed by Iranian interests. Hez-
bollah has no real room to alter or oppose it." Al-Amin
also pointed to recent statements by Iranian Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei about opening the battle across mul-
tiple fronts and geographical areas. He argued that these
remarks "reflect a single rhythm controlled by Tehran,
which the other parties are required to follow."”

Al-Amin maintained that the room for maneuver once
available to Hezbollah's political wing under former Sec-
retary-General Hassan Nasrallah and other senior leaders
no longer exists, given the changes that have affected the
group's structure and leadership.

Israeli army unveils new robotic system
for attacks on southern Lebanon

New robotic system

The Israeli military has unveiled a robotic system for its
invasion and occupation of areas of southern Lebanon,
combining heavy remotely operated vehicles, robotic dogs
designed to detect explosives and armed drones capable of
entering buildings and tunnels to conduct surveillance and
attacks.

The announcement came as Israeli army chief Eyal Zamir
visited the southern Lebanese border town of Khiam,
where he inspected the new capabilities and ordered their
integration into combat units to be accelerated.
According to a report by Israeli newspaper Maariv, the
Israeli military presented for the first time a "fully inte-
grated robotic combat team" being deployed in Lebanon.
The system includes heavy military vehicles, including
armoured personnel carriers and D9 bulldozers, which can
operate remotely or autonomously without crews inside
them.

It also includes robotic dogs that move ahead of troops to
inspect suspected explosive sites and identify “potential
threats" before soldiers advance.

The system's aerial component consists of small drones
designed to conduct surveillance and searches inside con-
fined spaces, including rooms, buildings and tunnels.
The Maariv report referred to the killing of former Hamas
political leader Yahya Sinwar in the Gaza Strip in October
2024, recalling footage showing him confronting a drone
sent by Israeli soldiers to inspect the building where he
was sheltering with two other people.

According to the Israeli account, images transmitted by
the drone helped locate Sinwar before an Israeli tank fired
several shells at the room, killing him and the others with
him.

The Israeli military says the drones now deployed as part
of the robotic combat team on its northern front with Leb-
anon are more advanced than the one used in that opera-
tion. These drones can conduct surveillance and attacks
in different lighting conditions and move through under-
ground spaces and high-rise buildings containing multiple
rooms and enclosed areas, the report said.

Israeli military officials say troops no longer enter build-
ings or tunnels before robotic dogs and drones have
inspected them.

During his visit to Khiam, Zamir was shown the robotic
combat team of the Israeli military's 769th Regional Bri-
gade, which is operated by the 869th Combat Intelligence
Collection Battalion.

He instructed the military to accelerate the integration of
robotic capabilities into combat units and expand their
deployment.

The demonstration in Khiam comes as Israel continues its
military operations in southern Lebanon, despite a marked
reduction in the intensity of fighting.

The conflict between Hezbollah and Israel began in Octo-
ber 2023 and escalated into a full-scale war in September
2024. A new round of fighting erupted on 2 March this
year, alongside the US-Israeli war on Iran. Although the
fighting has largely subsided, Israeli violations continue
in southern Lebanon.

Israeli forces have expanded their ground invasion and
established a so-called Yellow Line, demarcating a secu-
rity zone.

The Israeli military says it has uncovered and detonated
numerous tunnels and underground facilities belonging to
Hezbollah, with some explosions causing tremors across
the region.

Dozens of towns and villages within the Yellow Line have
been razed.

Israel has also warned Hezbollah against joining any
renewed US-Israeli war on Iran.

Reports in recent weeks have said the group is preparing
for another round of fighting.

Lebanon’s Ministry of Health says three years of Israeli
attacks on Lebanon have killed close to 9,000 people and
wounded more than 30,000 others, many of them civil-
ians.
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479 HENRY LAWSON ‘ 27 MITCHEL STREET ‘ 5/21 CARTER ROAD

DRIVE, MILPERA ENDFIELD MENAI

SPECIAL RUNS
11/11/26 TO 17/11/26
OR WHILE STOCKS LAST
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